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ANOTHER ESSAY 


: For Inveſtigation of the Truth, 


L.N| AN S. VVi'E.K 


_— TWO 


QUESTIONS: 


(Il. THE SUB7ECT of BAPTISM, 
Concerning ' # 
Il. THE {ONSOCIATION of CHURCHES. 


— - — 


— — 


By JOHN DAVENPORT B. of D, and Paſtor 
of the Church of Chriſt, at New-Havwen, in 
N+tw-ExcitanD * 
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"oy Matth.17.5, Thu is my Beloved Son : berr bn. 
2 Cor. 13-8. We can do nothing 1$1njt the Truihb ; but for the Truth, 
t 1 hell.5.21. Frove all things : boli Ja/t that uhich % goo {. 


—  _ = 


| 
| 
| 
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» Tertul. de Vel. Virgs 

Veritati nemo preicribere po! «it z non (patium tempornum, non Patrocinium Perio 
narum, ' non Privilegtum Regiomim : ex his enim fere Conſuctugo innam, ab 
aliqua ignorantia vel (implicitate, tortita, in utum, per (ucceſfimen, corrobora- 
rur, &X ita adverfus veritatem vindicatur. Sed Dominus nofter Chr tus Feret, 
tems (e,non conſuciudinem, Cognominavit. $1 ſemper Chriſtus & pr ivr omnibus, 
xque verita« ſempiterna & antiqua res eſt, Viderint ergo quibus novurn eſt, quod 
f bi yerus eſt 

Cypr. Cecilio. Epiſtcla. 

Si (olus Chriſtus audiendus eft;, nog debemus attendere quid aliquis arte ne8 Ficien- 
dum putaverit, ſed quid, qui ante omnes eſt, Chriſtus Prior teccric, & faciendum 
-preceperit. 


TOLL SS: 


I'em & ceteri in Concil.{Carthag. Stephane. 

Scimus quoſdam quiod ſemel imbiberint nolle deponere, nec propofitum ſuun frcite 
mutare, fed lalvn inter Collegas pacis, & concordie vinculo, queda'' pro ria que 
apud fe (errel firt nfurpat2,retinere. Q»4 in re necnos culqnam tromus aut Ie 
gem damus,cum habeat in Ecclefe ad joictratiore voluntat's fox arbitzium live 
rum unut{quiique Vrepoirus ritionem atftus i: i DoTino redditur us, 

An.icus Socrates, &11Cus F 1ato, may is amica Fr jt as. 


Non eadem ſentire bono! de reb i ſtem 
mcolum: | eunt fer frr amicit;s 
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Ci Sport manly, 
APOLOGETICAL PREFACE. TO THR een 


; E R. # ip Lv tet opted, 
I E WY D. wa eftarconre [rdrars A Fo k A 164 
WT was an Olſeryation (or an lnfþ1r alien rather) if b 'y %Y of by Iz 4 
57 a Brightman':, That ſome fairhf | on's in a Wilde j {1 wy, 
NY neſwſhould haye the moſt clear Diſcoveries of the 416 Brights * 
| . Abominations of the Man of Sin: which Prophernich © es Ir 
. paſſage of that Revererd and Learned Writer, ſome have applied unig 
1 thoſe worthy Conf. ſors i» New-England, who for/ook the.r Connt, y 
and Fathers honſes, and left a pleaſant Land, farre dearer to them then 
: . their lives,” for the Teſtimony of Jeſus; and upon no other accounts 
But onely that (o they might Tee the Lordin his SanRtuary, and Wors 
ſhip him whom their Souls love, in the Beauties of Holineſs; 
£ ' where indeed they have ſeen him walking in the midſt of bis gulden 
Candleſticks, So much the more ſad it us to conſider, that there jhould 
be any 'Declenſions or Contentions amongFt a Veople for whom the Lord* 
bath done ſach wordrgms thing re>, We hope that none will be IC gue 
riox4 and unreaſonable, as to impute it unto any defett im the Way (even 
The good Old Congregational-Way) of Government, which theſe 
Churcbes bave huherto Prefeſſed, that there ſhauld ſuch Differences 
at jadoement ariſe about thins of aleſſer moment, Do we not knovw, 
that eyen in the Churches Planted by the "Apoſtles themſelves, there 
a7{e no ſmall diſſcation Þ eAtts 15,2: Yea, that there was a 
* Paroxyſm berween a Paul anda Barnabas ? Le: Rome glory in her * |}; [ RR 
Peace againſt all Reformed Churches, fall we there/ore think that a ' 
all our Foundations are out of courſe ?- T-we it is, our hearts cannot 529,05 HIS 
: bit mowrn and bleed, that ever it ſhouta be roldin Gath, or publiſhed At.y 39. 
- , 1n the ſtreets of Aske:lon, that obeve are. any different Apprehenftons 
- aviong;t us: And mm that reſpett we conld gladly have forborn the Bos men 
P, {ic 11191 of the enſumg Eſſay. Tet, when w- remember, that b Va- rie! 3s T0} hy 
© riety of Judgemgats may ſtand with Unity of \ff-Qions, and that [i nity nom 
D:iputataen u6 the way to fue ont _=—_ s Ex collifione _—_— 19U-ard, : 


) # 


— —_— _—— 


© * Bn Apologetical Preface 1þ% £ 
8 -» Fanegots fit ſcintilla veritatis; and, tha; © He that pdgeth a Cauſe bc fore 
4:4 110-4, he hath heard both parties ſpe: king, alcbough he ſhould judge 

wu 1 0,002 rightly, is. nor & righteous Judge , We.are willing 16.41 the World & >, 

# | [wer it. x ſhould ſee whin 15 116 preſenied, hs: eſpecially, being perſowa lea that 

Rel e''e Honour of God, and of his Truth, require ries 44 4 duty ar 

our hand, We dur ſt not binder what is Kere mainian ed f- om Commg 

$110 light, l:ſt we ſhouldone day have ut [11d wnto on! Chirge, 1h.t we 

s did withbold che Truthin unrighteoufnehs, eArd, m very aced, 

 » our Opimzon of whit ts here by the Reverend Author aſ[-rted, is ſuch, 

as that wr as believe u will tend to owr rejoycing in the day of the 

Lord jeſus, 1hat ever we were made inſtr wmremal to bring the Truth 

mnto publick view, whereby the Warld mrght fave the better for tt, We 

are io fullow Peace, but not with the lols of Truth : But when Truth 

m iy be diſcovered without any hbayard anto Peace, and onenels of 

 AﬀeRAion, (i we hope the caſe is [0m the publication of this Elaborate 

E ſlay) we jh:#/d be very mjurious mdeed, if we did not what m u#ay 

to forwardits Moreover what i here held forth,ought to be regards 

ed upon ore accounts thm one, Salvian kts Otſervation ts too ofren 

* falvian. de found true, that Menin reading Books look more at © 9, then 

one: ail © 14 ſcripſh ; who hath written, then what le hath written, Jf 

we reſpect ether of theſi, the following Diſcourſe may be commended to 

the Reader: The Author is a Commendation of the thing Written, 

and the thing Written is a Commendation of the Author. As for 

the Author, His Praiſe is in the.Goſpel throughout all the Chur- 

ches ; and mdeed, His Works praiſe him in the Gates. Well did 

\ meverrortns, AT» Cotton give thes T eſtiniony concerning him that He is a f Man 

Tudo, #149 mighty in Judgement, and Learning, and Singular PruJencc. 

Er: /entiigettet- And we d mwbi not but thoſe that lyve and hanour him farre leſs then we 

rae = de as, yet w-/l ſay, that He is one of a thouſand, It is mated an eyil 

Rep, Apollon- tnder the Sun, to have men's perſons in admiration, ſo a4 to take 

any man's 2170S £ On for 'a demunſtration ; yet there are ſore V1 i- | 
tin?s which are the 1 ove to be reſpeClea, becauſe of the Writer, Logi- 

cians ln:w, that Teſtimonies are to be more orleſs valued, accord- l 
ig to the perſon Teſiity:ng. Aud truly, if there be any man a= 
107i us, whoſe wards acſ-rve regaraing for hes ſake that ſpeaks 
them, te:n [0 do the words of thrs tudiciu', Learned, and Hol mans 
Furihermare,:f ws conſiacr the I bing written, it cad; for due resfþcet- 


and 


PINS 


oy 


to the Reader, 


andreverences As that for-ever f.amons Dr. g Ames ſaid "AY woſf 3 a Jar be + 
Scho/aſtucally- Learned D' » Twiſſe, /> may we much more [y, that comra Aran, 
We are: not amongſt the number of thoſe who can adde any 
thing by our Teſtizony, anto the eltcem of what 1s here main- 
tained. N ever iheleſ', bvaying duligently prrufed thus Eſſay, we v0/d 
i 9wr duty to declare wnto the Worls, That we fully concurre (as to 
the Summe and Subſtance thereof) with what is here maintained 
and managed with preat Wildome and Piety, and irre fragable 
Strength gnd Solidity. We jt all ſay no more 10 Apologize for our : 
Publiſhng of thu Reply : But haying thu opportunity. of tþ-akmg 
wnto the World, we deem it meet to adde '{omething, 1n the behalf « 
thoſe who went under the Notion of Diſtenting Brechren, wm the /ats 
Synod held at Boſton, We percerve, that there are maty things 
Ovjecled agaiſt them; and therefore, that ſo their Cavuſe may von 
thereby be preWadrced, ut # weedful that ſomething (Þould be ſaid for 
toe removal thereof, 

Firſt, it ts Objetted, That there were but a few in compariſon, 
who Diſlented from the major part of the Afembly, 

Anfſw. . S»ppoſe i: were ſoz 1s Truth bound up to Number 
It was, indeed, a ſore Temptation to Luther, when it was Vbyetled 
to him, Tune folus ſapis > 1s there never a wiſe man m the world 
but you? It may be tbe ſame thing hath been as great a Tewptation 
'T = of nies. In the Council of Conſtance, one of the Prelites 
ſaid Kn'o that bleſſed e Martyr John Hauſle, h That he ſhopld {107 Tet 
mever ſhew himſelf ſo Arrogant, as to preferre his own Opi- 
nion above the Judgement © the whole Council.) Ter the whole 
Gomncil (though i: were an Univerſal Council) erred, and thts ene good. 
man held the Trath againſt ſo many, Which we do net ment1n, as 
though we would prefer our own fudgements above others ; ſuch a 
thought we abbor. Neuher us it in our mtention', any wayes to refit} 
pon thoſe Honored and Reverend Perſons from whom: we Diſſented ; 
nay, we took apon thems as far better then our (elves : onely by this Pt 
ſtance grven, we may ſee, that m a Council (nay, an Oecomenical 
Council) a few (ray one) may diſſent from all the reſt, and yet neuker | y 
Ipnorance nor Arrogance (bur Truth 4nd Conſcience) be the cr und . Te 
of it 11 the Nicen Council there was but one * Paphnutius, m4 69-03, He "Ui 
ped all thereſt of th: Synod that h 1d concluded upon 4 groſs Erriur, © a ds. 
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An Apologetical Preface 

Ag _g goey * Andif wt lokitroour own Nation, there were but Five * Diffcnts 

_ 4. ha 1% ing Brethren who maintained the Truth (44 we canmot but be per 

wiouphs, Mr. . 

Brilge, ; fwadea) abomt Church-Geoyernment, agamſt Seventy perſons, who 
were aiſo wo) ty of Reſpett and Honour, N -w though our Aﬀ: n- 
bly was wor ſo Numerous as that, yet there were more then Five twice 
told, ipbo. coutd not ſee ſufficient Reaſon to apprebeud 4s others ar, 
And ihat we are not fungular 1m onr apprehbenſions about theſe matters 

| Wa. | Controverlie now 1 agitation, appears from theſe following Wit= 

+ __ bur meer. Blejſed Mr, Cotton hath theſe very words : | Infants canner 

War arafored by claim right to Baptiſm, but in the right of one of their Parents oc 

of the $ 414ur,, ÞOth : where neither of the Parents cannot claim 1ight to the 

pag. br. Lords Supper, there their Infants cannot claim right to Baptiſm, 
That Learned man, and R:nowned Sufferer for Chriſt under theſe 
Bloody Fathers (4s they would needs be ſlyica) the Prelates, even 

” /— obees * 17+. Burton, wrutes after this manner : * It s not now under the 

6burche,, p.52, Goſpel, as it was from Abrahamunto Chriſt, The Covenant was 
made with Abraham and his ſeed, ſo as by v1r:we bereof all the 
Male-infants of believing Abraham were and ought to be Cir- 
Cumciſed : But now, undec the Goſpel, thole onely are accounted 


Abrahams feed, who profeſs the Faith of Abraham ; lo as that 


' the Covenant is Entailed onely to Believers now, and ſoo their 


children, 4t!:2.39, If then the Parents refuſe Chriſt, they cut 
themſelves off from the Coycnant, and therewith-cut off their 
childreds And Afr, Bevetly (1 /ate sngenious Wrue: ) tfeakmny the 
judgement of the Congregational-men i» England, as f.irre as he 


n Beverly 2g4'n't pag enowledge tberevf, hath ſuch paſſages as theſe: " Let me beſeech - 


- — 4h ob bi my Pcesbyterian Brethren to conſider, what ſad advantage you 
give tO bold [ntrenchments upon the Lords Supper, by your too 
looſe Adminiſtring Baptiſm; me-thinks you do bur” contradict 
your {elyes, when you ſuſpend from one Ordinance Signal, and yet 
allow the other Ordinance of Baptiſm, which is as Signal, cc, 
Nor was there ever any ſuch inlargem ent of Baptiſ! m, aim bee pleage 
ed for, pratliſed im any gathered Churches England, that ever we 
knew, or could bear of. | 

Second'y, nt 65 Objefted, That we deny all C burch-memberſhip 

Gato Infants, which is a Principle of Anabaptiſm, 
/ Aalw.  41r. Rutherfurd 1» 4s Reply ro 34r, Hooker, clargeth 
11908 


to the Reader, 
Bim with Principles of Anabaptiſm ; yer Afr. Hooker war never 
$auty of any ſuch Opumont, | 59 are we charged with laying Corners 
tones of Anabaptiſm ; but (hits is injur wh ſly lard wnto or Charge * 
Tet let ves not for fear of Anabaprtiſm , do worſr, even Defile our 
ſelves with Antichriftianifiw. We are willing is profeſ', that we 
look gpon it aS great a {11 to baptize all Children, for that WM 6 iſt 
then © a violating of God, as Jerome peak) as to. baptize no” 


Children; thous Þ buth Op'mons,we tub, are /nful, N eabewr CaH 3, C#{ 19s [wat 
vieliGr . Haeronth 


we plead Guilty wn!9ghat Charge, That we deny all 'Church-mem- */ __ 


berſhip unto any I ts; we onely deny char they are perſonal and 
immediae Members. JUndeed, as perſonal Memberſhip « raken 
ſubjectively, /o we ſay it i m [nfants, i.e. their perſons ave RE- 
Cipients of the; Adjun& of (hurch-menrberſhip: But ar pertonal 
Memberſhip. :4ken formally, i.e for ſ1ch as bave by themſelves 
1m their own. perſons entred mts Covenant with ( 10d and ku People, [0 
Jr f.m1s are net capable of perſonal Church-memberſhip. 1.”; 
ſtrange to u4 to conceive, that they ſhould haye thu perſonal formal 
Memberſhip, awd yet that they ſhowld not be ſubjetts capatle of fore 
roal perſonal Cenfures, We neither do, nor ever did deny, That' 
the perſons of Infants of Believing Confederate Parents are 
brought under the Covenant ; #nely we concerve, that their Member- 


p Soc the feſt ! 


ihip is  Conjunt with, and Dependent npon the Memberſhip and {15 FEM 
Coyenant of their Parents, ſo a5 to live and die therewith, Hence v.rend Author 
| $1 Manuſcript. 


A1r, Cotton hath theſe words ; 4The Memberſhip of Children |"; 
(1 mean Infants) is founded in the Faith and Profifion of their {"e/s of © ture be 


Parents. - Hence the Childes Member ſhip may contmue after the Pax 
rents deceaſe, becauſe his Parents Favth and Covenant may live, though 
himſelf be dead; as (is ſaid, Abel being dead, yet fpeaketh, So 
the Covenant, and Faith,and Prayers of a godly man, who 4 dead, 
yet lives Hence alſo, when the Parents ave Excommunicated , the 
Member ſhip of the Infant=childe tis cut off, becauſe Excommunica- 
tion puts an end to the Outward Covenant, (which Death it ſelf 
dotb not do; ) andif the Root te deſtroyed, the Branches cantor 
lives. True ut is, that we hare made muth wſe of that diſtmttiun of 
Immediate, and Mediate Members, which ſeems, to w4, 10 carry 4 
mighty and conſtr aming Evidence of Scripture-light along with it, yea, 
44 fo as to (eve (if rightly underſtood and managed) the ſtrongeſt 

NEE os Objections 


vembert, p-0 3» 
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Ot;.1.ons that are brought againſt the Cauſe avd Truth we plead fors 

end lt it be conſidered, tha! Church-miembers bave been commonly 

di{tingaiſhed mio Compleat, and Incomplvat: And Authors who 

bave been Stars of the firſt Magnitude, if ever there have been 

> ſuch upen Earth, hate made uſe tnerecf, We might mſt ance in that 
Iacomparabic Champion for the Trath, and for the Non-Con- 

r Porter de Fol formiſts, againſt Prelacy,, Mr. Robert * Parker: ſo lkew[e 
(\Ameſ; 2ct. | Ames, Voetius, * Hornbeck, Dr, * Winter, Ar. * Harmer, 


LL [.1,C,32» CF mate IG of the ſame diſtinition - and the D.[enters have 


eHrnbet FEpſt. proved it m ther Antiſynodalia, 


ad Dir ewum, Þ 


336. © Thirdly, ut ws Otyetted againſt us, That we maintain a ſtrange 


'«» Dr. W r:ter on 


gt Opinion, namely, That a perſon whois a Church-member, way 

38. p 96. 

w Mr. 1:17, become no Member, by an at (or a defect rather, which may be 

- 09/009 ipna called' an at, as Sins of Omithon ars termed ARaual Sins) ot 

Poflicr. $:coud bis own, Without any Church-a@ in Cenſuring of him, 

AC Aniw. eAoſt true it is, that we ds Maintain this, and muſt ds 
ſo, tull we ſee the contrary proved. Neuher do we know that this 
Opinion Cont arms any thing In it dijfſentany from Scripture or good 
R. ſon : Nor ſee we how ſome Arguments for the Aſfirmatroe can 
fairly be a"({wered. Suppoſe we an Enghth Fugitive that x5 become 
a Pricft wu Antwerp, or a Cardinal a: Rome: Or ſuppoſe we 4 
Turk who is nm Englhih-man by bib; this Turk was baptized a 
Mc. mbver of | ſome Parifh-C rch (nh theſe that we arFpute againſt 
mamun to te trae Churches, and we are farre from denymng of it 
waverſlly) and he was ngfher Ceniured by any Church for his Apo= 
ſtacy: nw we demand, Whether this Turk be a Mer ber of the 
Church of Chriſt yea or no? /o «ffi-me 17 p36 ld be prof ; To ſay that 
Turks ace Members df the Church of Chriſt, zs ,n ira ro Feak 

by Dapgers, JVicn the Arch-Flamin Whitgitc [419 ra Papiſts and 
Albrilts might 11 remain Members of the vifble Church : 


x DeÞ ! E:0%/ M4 Parker * retts ity 1 hat evena Yor{itu would condemn him. 
: ED. s Apo! An " 16 15 110 np Doctrime im [12 Sc hails, tn [@), ,[-24t ) An Heretical 


Cade-p4iiin 1s Apoſtite is no more a Member of the Church of Chriſt, rhen a 
MN Wound, a $0:C,'or a Brand, is a rea bec-ot a man; wh:ch nme 
Cure 11/48 1hits Sue want of {1:5 none-.can donb; of," that is mediocriter 
doCtus .v Scholifrs d Divinity, Ther: fore we corclude, that Church- 
members may become nov Members by their own defection. 

: And 


\ 


—_ 


ro the Reade ”,. | 
And we humbly cenceive lope, oe ſubmiſſion, 4% fit, te bettey 
judgements) That this much ts held forth ty theſe Scripturer, Heber, 
10.23. 1 Joh, 2 19. Jude yer. 19. Agam, how came Eluy to 
I;ſe bu Memberſhip > We reade not that he was Excommunicate : 
Therefore it remains, that he diſ-Covenanted, and /« diſ-Membere 
himſelf. And bow cam: the Ctildren of Abrabam 6y Keturab is 
loſe their Memberſhip ? 5: was not by Cenſure, [nike ſor, when 
ons under the Goſpel, do not come up to the terms of the Coe 
yenant, 'o ſhew themſelves to be Abrahams (bildrev, by bolding forth 
bis Faith, and walking before the Lord in fimplicity and godly 
lincerity, we ſuppoſe that they are juſtly deemed Breakers of the 
Coyenant, andhave juſtly put themſelves out of that Covenant 
which their Parents (becauſe of their then perſonal incapacity to 
all for themſelves) made for them, Alas ! that any ſhowld look 
pon #4 4 Maintaining dangerous Opinions, becanſe of thus ! 
Wherefore, that all may know, that there 1s neither Danger nor Sin 
atity in this our eAſſertion, That a Church-member may poſ- 
bly become no Member, without any a& of the Church in + 
formal Cenſuring of him, give #4 leave to produce ſome Tefti- — 
monies to proyeits Judicions and bleſſed Dr. Ames * ſauh, That 372 T5; 
in Caſe of pertinacious Separation, luch perſons, though they Quzt4.Th.s. 
may be of the inviſible, yet they are not to be accounted Mem- 
bers of the yiſible Church : Which words of the Learned Dottors 


" do makg the more for our purpeſe, for that they are Cited and Ap= 


proved of by The * Aoſwer to the XXXII, » Onur Con-«Anſn:to ques, 
gregational > Brethren in England, do wich one woyce ſay, That} 7:1 to the 
ome Church-members may be. felones de ſe, ſuch as may deſtroy 2*claration of 


their own Memberſhip. Tea, and this was once [ound Dottrine m 4m doen l 


, New-England, Bl ſed My. Cotton (whoſe N ame © and will be 


preci2ns, ſo long as the Earth ſhallendur.) maintains it for a Trath, c Way <TCheme 
That © many in Churches have cut themſelyes of. eAnocther * © 
Teſtimony which we would produce , whe Diſcourſe of the day rap, 
Charch-Coyenant, (of which the Reverend Mr. ® Richard Mather 21 Queſtions. 
was the ſole Author) and the words are theſe followmg : «© That if; 2iicourſe of 
men had not promiſed, and allo performed-in ſome meaſure of 5", Printed 
cruth, the duties of Faith and Obedience nato God, they bad ****i? 7 


not taken bold of the Covenant, but bad DISCOYEN ANTED 
; a bs 
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unto their Fathers or others. Thus though God prom.fed - 

braham to be a God unto bim and h;s ſeed, in their penerations, 

Gen, 17. 7. yet the /ſhmaclites and Edomues delcending from 

Abraham, were dilcoyenanted, by not promiſing, nor perform- 

ing thoſe duties of Faith and Obedience, which God required 

oa the peoples part, eAnd the ſame Truth uw veld forth by the 

ſame Author, #1 The Anſwer to the XXX!l. Oueſt ons bef. re- 

mentioned, This 1s 'he main thing wh:reim we Diſſent from the ma- 

jor part of the Synod. Now, if thu were Truth i the 2ear 

1639. (as ut then had the Approbation of tbe Elders hereabeut:) 

w- ſee no reaſon wy it ſhould not be Truth in the Tear 1662, For, 

Veritas in omnem Ppartem ſui ſemper eadem eſt, Euher this was 

a Miſtake then, or elſe it 1s a Truth at this diyz Here let us adde 

the wordr of Mr. Cotton, mm hs E xcellent Treatiſe. of The Hos» 

Ao Corten, Wes lineſs of Church-members, wh:c4 are theſe following : * Such as 
bers p-15. are Born and Baptized Members of the Church, are not orderly 
41, Continued and Confirmed Members, unleſs when they grow up 
to years, they do, before the Lord and his People, profeſs their 

Repentance and Faith in Jeſus Chriſt, To ſy no more of this; 

Renowned Parker , ſpeaking. of the Interpretation of theſs words 

[Layingon of Hands] m Heb.6.2. cites many judicions Writers, 

» Pivher. te Þ.", whoſe judgements he expreſſeth, words to this purpeſe : 2 That 
peat "Eck they who were baptized in their minority, when they are grown 
51, $e4.y.up , after that the Church bad approved their Faith by tle 
Y:1 3. Symbol of Impofition of Hands, they were admitted Mems 
bers.of the Charch. This was according to ſound Doctrine in 

DP the Primitive times (as Parker ſagh.) Now we demand, How 
_ oy ond they can be admitted as Members, who ars already as compleat aud 
Ceemg pope rn erfet Members as any iy the C uren ? But the ancient Du(tring 
h TertZian Wo 5, (* Antiquifſimum waiſfimum) That C hildreg who were ba- 
fraProven>: prized in their minority, after they ſhall come to profels their 
_ Faith, ſoasto be accepted of the Church, may be admitted as 
Members. Therefore, xccording to the ancient D,&r mef Such chil- 

dren are not as compleat and perfe& Members as 3ny in the 

Church. Yea, therefore it follows, That when they are Adult, wn 


% caſathey do naty, by holding forih Faith and Repemance, joyn wnto 
| th 
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the Chmch, that then thiy Gonat votamn their Membe ſhip whicl they 
had IM MINONT'Ys 
Porrrh'y, it bh be-n Ob, aud, That we will not ſuffer Chil- 
dren to come under the Watch and Care of the Church. | 
Aniſw. IWe are [os farre from being of that Opinion, 4: that we 
eerily fear there 14 great guilt hes upon the Churches, (ecanſe 'bey 
have neplected ther duty towards thi Children in queſti Mm. TI: is 
as Clear 16 us a4 the Light at Noon, or ('- uſe Tertullians pr 2 
as if it were written with the Beams of the Sun, 7h: « fprcral 
Care'(e4nChurch- care) and Iniethon us due, over thy Children 
char are Born within the Gatcs of Z0n, FH. py Tt gh! u be for 
*s all, if the 1ſſwe of, theſe troubleſc-rie Controverſies mph! be 
onely tv awaken Churches to ſtrifter Watch and Diligence, 
in Overſccing tboſe Children that are in minority : Oncly we cor. 
eerves that the Watch over them is to be Mediate, accoraing 19 the 
ſtate of their Memberſhip, The Chaycb us 10 ſee that the Parents 
do their duty toward their Children, mn brioging them up in the 
And if when they; (uke 15.5 
ſhall be adult, they do not bring forth fruits of Repentance and $\;*!:, 
Faith, then (as the Fig-tree which did not bear fruit, was to be 77 40d * 
cut down, the Church is to diſown them, as having no pare in c+ call” © 
the Lord, and to declare; that they by their unbelicf have Dif- 
covenanted themſelyes, But we, ſee not ſufficient warrant from the 
Word of God, to proceed to a formal Excommunication of ther 
Children in queſtion, becauſe that is applicable unto none but thoſe 
who have been m full Communion. Now if ths be all that & ſtriven 
after, That Church-children might be brought under Chorch- * 
watch, why - [I o«/d the Contentions of Bretbrea be like tbe bars 
of a Caſtle, that cannot yield ? | RY X 
Laſily, it hath been Objetted, That the reaſon of our Diſſent- 
ing from the major part of the.Synod, was Weakneſs and Iz2no- 
rance, and meer Wilfulneſs, in that we could bring no Argumcnts, 
bur what were ſufficicotly refuted, , | 
' Arilw,” The, very ſame thing hath, been ſaid of thoſe Weriby, 
Champron!, who ſtood up for the Congregaticnal-Way, in oppo» Wee their word) 
fin to the Aſſembly at Weſtminſter, char * Their A1iguments were » Boe Tad ho 
weak and ridiculons, and bad been Confuted , and ſathciently «55 4.1 #, 


21, 
a 2 anſwered ; | 
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An Apologetical Preface 
#n(wered , and that themſelyes were SzIf-conceited, and Obſti- 
nate, But theſe Criminations were wwworthy Calumniations, It 
was 4 common Reproach caſt upon the Chriſtians of old, That they 
were all weak and unlearned men : which made Jerome write that 
Book De viris Illuſtribus. S- Stapleton makes no bones ro call 
Whitaker, An Aſle, and A Fool. And tbe ſume biſling of tle 
Serpent have we ſeen in the Prelates again(} the Renowned Non- 
Conformiſts. But, we ſuppoſe, their ſaying ſo, did not prove u was 
ſo. Never:beleſr, we are content to accept of the Charge, when 
we are charged wwbh Weakneſs and Folly: Let bc fools for 
Chrifts ſake, or for his Truth 3 Ze: « fall, ſo :he Trarh may riſe; 
let ws fit inthe duſt, /o that Truth may fit in the Throne, We de- 
ſerve not to be otherwiſe efleemed, then as Weakneſs and Ipno- 
Tance it ſelf : Ter let w4 not be reputed Obſtinate, and ſuch as are 
ard will be blunde, becauſe we dare not betray the Truth, and fin 
ayainſt our Conſciences, For, owr Weightieſt Reaſons never were 
Anlwered »nto any tolerable ſa! wfattion, even to this day. If it 
be demanded here, What oor Reaſons were, why we accorded 
not with the major part of the Synod? We ſhall by the help of 
Chrifl, and m the fear of ( od, declare what our chief Reaſons 
were, which cauſed our Diſſent ; which when they are Anſwered, 
we ſhall lay down our Opinion, 45 knowing that u 5 Nullus pudor 
ad meliora tranſire, 

1. The Synod did acknowledge, That there ought to be tive 
ſaving Faith in the Parent, according to the” judgement of ratio- 
nal charity,or elſe the childe ought not to be baptized. We inreated, 
and urged again & again,that this,which they them ſelves acknowleaged 
ws 4 Principle of Trath,rmight be ſet down for a Concluſion, and. 
then we ſhould all agree. Bur thoſe Reverend Perſons again## 
whom we. placidly difputed, would not conſent tots , theugh our 
Unity lay at the Stake for it. OP 

2. Wehaye not Warrant in all the Scripture, to apply the 
Seal of Baprifm unto thoſe Children, whoſe Parents are in a 
Kate of unfitnels for the Lords Supper, Thoſe, Aﬀts 2, 41. 
_who werz Baptized, continued breaking Bread a/ , yer.42. 
*Ius granted , That thoſe Children were Circumciſed amongit the 
Zeus, whoſe Parents were for a time debarred from the Paſſcover,, 


but 
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but that wat onely wpon accident of Cerzmonial Uncleannels, which 
alters not the caſe; for, Unleſs the father were in a Rate of ft- 
neſs for the Paſſcover, he was not fit to kave bis childe circurn- 
ciſed. The l:te may be ſud concerning the Goſpel-Paſſeover, and 
the Goſpel-Circumciſion, MNeuher do we reade, that m the Þ 1 
mite nmes Baptiſm was of a greater latunde, as 10 the Subxet | 
thereof, then the Lords Supper : but the comtrary» The | Catecbu- rigors a 
meni were wot to be BaptiJed , beſore they were fit for the Lords mrs im adn its 
Supper, eAnd thence, when through the darkneſs of the 1unwes, G1 raw, =_ 
the Lords Supper was not admiviſired except at Eaſter, (4s us called) 
the ® Baptiſn of the Catechumeni was deferred nn then aſc, yy uy” | 
In the Dawnings of Reformation i» England, owr Juell could pad ow: pi 222 
azainſt Harding, 'bat ” Baptiſm was as much to be reverenced, as * 7+ Replyto 
the Sacrament of the Body and Blood of Chriſt, Nay, m former OE F007 
Age, ſome Courches have teen ſo far from extending Bapti/w, further 
then the Lords Supper, as that they bave commuted a grievons Erromr, 
1 admmiſiring the Lords Supper wnto Infants, So u hath been in rhe 
Churckes of * Bohemia,and m ? Ruſſia; Avdibis was maintamed by ® or Chyire wn pt 
Auſtin, and Innocentius, and 4 «ll the Churches in their time. Which Abo * Raton. 
Teſtimonies we prodace, to ſhew, that former Ages baue been farre >" —_ Jos 
. from looking upon the Lords Supper, as being of a more ſacred natwre 
then the other Orahnance of Bapiilme . Indeed of 1ite there bave bren 
thoſe who have made Baptiſm of. a f.vr larger exient then the Lords 
Supper. Thu hath been oc praQtical Difference be! ween Congrepa «+ 
tonal-men 43d Presbyterians (whom the Lord wnite in the Truth) un 
11.8 the Congregational-men would baptiJe the Children of nene but 
ſuch, whoſe Parenys were fit for the Lords Supper : when-45 hd 
Presbyterians would Bapiice the Children of ſuch, whoſe. Parents 
were nat fit for the Lords Supper ;, ani their promiſcuous Admins 
ſtration of that Ordinance, was very gr :evonms whto therr Conyrega- 
tional Brethren” See Beverly againſt Timſon. 

3. The Parents of the children in queſt/on, are not Members 
of any inſtitured Church , according tro Golpel-Rules, becauſe 
they were never under any explicite and perſonal Covenant. To 
prove which, we reaſon thus : If 1hus lecond Generation do retars 
ther M ember ſhip by virtue of their P.irents Covenant made for thim 
i minerity ; ther, in caſe all thy pro-Parents were dead, this ſecond 

a. 3 Genery 


r See the An/r, 
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. An Apolopetical Preface 
Generation wouldb: 4 true Chutch of Chritt , without any far hey 
Act or C © eman'mpe But 1:1 ſecond Generation are 9 x rr 
Church of Chriſt without ſome further Ath. Ergo, they do not 
Team i heir Memberſhips if they arg a itrae Church of Chriſt, 
then the) have Power to Vote tt Church-aftairs, as to chaſe Officers, 
aud 10 caſt owt Offenders, and the like ; becauſe every true Church 
hath this' power prven to them by the Lord Feſw, who 3s the wely 
Head of bis Church, Bu: they, haye no ſuch Power (/'y rhe 
Sywod, who do expreſly * exclude the perſons in queſtion from the 
Lords Supp:r and Fo: mg ). Therefore we concluae that they are no 
true Church of Chriſt, Therefore the perſons in Jueſtion do not re 
tain therr Memberſhip ; therefore their chldrin ought net ts be Bas 
i7eds -./-17 
# i It is not Meer Memberſhip, (4 the Synod Ffeaks) bat qQualis 
fed Memberſhip that gives right unto Baptiſm, For the evincing 
whereof, we argue thus : Jobn's Baptiſm was Chriſtian Baptiſms 
{4s all our D.vines maimtam againſt the Paprſjs) John's Baptiſm 
mught not be applied unto ſome, who were ſtanding Men,bers of the 
viſible Church , becauſe they were not qualified with Repentance, ' 
Luke 3.8. & 7.30, Therefore Chriſtian Baptiſm # not robe ap® 
plied unto ſuch as ſtand Alembers in the viſible Charch, if they be 
wot qualified with fruits of Repentance, This ſeems to ws to cur the 
Sinews of the ſtrongeſt Arguments which-ave brought by the Synod 
for the Enlargement of Bapriſm: for, thesr flrongeſt Argument, is 
the Memberſhip of the Children i» Controverfic ; wher-as ue 


ſeems 10 nt, that the Scriptmre doth not acknowledge any ſucb Meer 


Memberſhip 4s they teak'ofe And beſides that, the caſe us clear us 
anr 4ppreven.ior, from the [nfl ance ren, That "its not Meer Meme 
bec{hip, but quaifed Meter (ip, that - giver F1cht wminto thus Die 
whe and Sacred O'dimance, | 

5. That which will not make a man capable of receiving 
Bapnſm himſelf, incaſe he were unbaptized, doth not make him 
capable of wanſmitting right of Baptiſm unto his chile, 7: 
# « Kiuled 6ſt, * That berthar bath rot Title binfelf unto any 
Priviledge, cannot emitle another, * Toe Lamyer (414, AR (1 
won <abente pete fare} are won alidl, But al that the Syn 44 41% 1d 
wall wor one 4 may roy 7 is Bay's YH, 8 Cafe of wrre mas 
ied 


to the Reader. 


banired ; for a man may. be an wabcliever, an1 yit come wp fo al 
2h. td | | 

thut the Synod hath ſia m her ffch Prope ſluon, ad mure tar, 

Ergo,' ll that the Syned bath (arty, 14 wit tough (s make a AW (a- 

Tix yudy.- 


able of tran/ritung rieht of Baptiſm unto bus thilacs 


ment of that fumons Martin Bucer, «llcdged ard approved by Par- 

ker, ws worthy ou7 confideratior, who maint«ined, that' None ought ! * «07 do repre 

to beconficmed Members of tbe Church, betides thofe who do c; 

hold forth not ogely yerbal Profeffion of Faith, but apparent Parker ab: afro: 

Signs of Repeneration. ,Nay, te{c great Divines ſry, 14. if 

there be not tam necefſaria ſ1gna dei Cuam publica & ſolennis 

Profc flio, as wiiſuch Aigns and outward appearances of Faith, 

as (hall neceſſarily argue ('s furre 4s men can 1144) that there is 

truth in the heart, as a publick lolewn Profefiion, the Charch 

ought not to-accept of the Profeſſions of ſuch perſons, fo as to 

confirm them in their Memberſhip. 

have exprefſed as much as this, ther had been no Dif[enting ow cur 
is, Hire alſowe cannot bit take noti'e, thdt the jwigement of 


Fo the Synod would lut 


Wat worthy avd far-cver farous Ar Cotton war as owrt rs; for 


bis worgs are the{c: * ' conceive more poſitive fruits of Regene- ” f 
ration are required in the Church-members of the New Teſta» p.. 


ment, then of the Old. 


6. The Application of the Seal of Baptiſm nnto thoſe who 
are nut true Believers (we mean viſihly, for de v©cculkis non judicat 
Ecclch13) is © Profanation thereof, and as dreadtul.a 11m, as if 2 
wan {hy adminiſter the Lords Supper unto unworthy receivery 
Which is (4: © Calvin: /auh) as lacrilegious in: picty, 2s if @ man » /»/r.1.4.c.22 
« houid take the Blood or Body of Clhuift, and profſtiture it ro dogs, 
We marvel twat 4hy (Þevid think, that the Blond of Chriſt uu not is 
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An Apologetical Preface 
anſwered , and that themſelves were SzIf-conceited, and Obſti- 
nate, But theſe Criminations were wmworthy Calumniations, 1: 
was 4 common Reproach caſt upon the Chriſtians of od, 'That they 
were all weak and unlearned men : which made Jerome wrue that 
Book De viris Illuſtcibus. So Stapleton makes no bones to call 
Whitaker, An Aſſe, and A Fool. And the ſame bifling of the 
Serpent have we. ſeen in the Prelates again/? the Renowned Non- 
Conformiſts. But, we ſuppoſe, their ſaying ſe,. did not prove u was 
ſes Newver:heleſy, we are content 10 accept of the Gharge, when 
we are charged with Weaknels and Folly: Let ws be fools for | 
Chrifts ſake, or for his Truth 3 Ze: «s fall, /o the Trath may riſe; 
tet »s (it in the duſt, /o char Truth may fit in the Throne, We de- 
ſerve not to be otherwiſe eſteemed, then a; Weaknels and Igno- 
rance it ſelf : Ter let 14 not be reputed Obſtinare, and ſuch as are 
and will be blinde, becauſe we dare not betray the Truth, and fin 
againſt our Conſciencess For, our Weightieſt Reaſons never were 
Anſwered »nto atiy tolerable ſarvsfattion, even to this day, If it 
be demanded here, What our Reaſons were, why we accorded 
not with the major part of the Synod? We ſhall by the help of 
Chriſt , and im the fear of God, declare wbat our chief Reaſons 
were, which cauſed our Diſſent 5 which when they are Anſwered, 
we ſball lay down our Opinion, as knowing that u # Nullus pudor 
ad meliora tranſire, 

1. The Synod did acknowledge, That there ought to be true 
Nving Faith in the Parent, according to the judgement of ratio- 
nal charity,or elſe the childe ought not to be baptized. Ie intreared, 
and urged again & again,that this,which they themſelves acknowledged 
W454 Principle of Trath,might be ſet down for aA Cancluſion, and 
then we ſhould all apree. Bur thoſe Reverend Perſons ag ainfh 
whom we placidly difþuted, would not conſent 10 this , though Our 
Uvity lay at the Stake for it, 414.22 "i 

2. Wehaye not Warrant in all the Scripture,. to apply the 
Seal of Baptiſm unto thoſe Children, whoſe Parents are in a 
ſtate of unfitneſs for the Lords Supper, Thoſe, As 2. 41; 
who werz Baptized , continued breaking Bread a{{o ,. ver.42« 
"Tus granted, That thoſe Children were C:rrcumciſed among, the 
{ews, whoſe Parmnts, were for. a time debarred from the Paſſeever 


_ 
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but that wat oh;ly pon accident of Cerzmonial Uncleanneſs, which 
alters not the caſe ; for, Unleſs the father were in a ſtate of fit- 
neſs for the Paſſeover, he was not fit to-have his childe circurn- 
Ciled. . The lite may be ſaid concerning the Goſpel-Paſleoyer, utd 
the Goſpel-Circumc:fton. Wether do we reade, that m the Pri- 
mitive ume Baptiſm was of a greater latunaez.as to the Subject 
thereof, then the Lords Supper : but the comrary. The | Catechu- Naery form _ 
meni were not-10 be BaptiFed , before they wer# fit for the LOrds nunquam adit. 
Supper. eAnd thence,. when through the. darkneſs of the timaes, —_—_— Nc 
the Lords —_— not adminiſtred except at Eaſter, (4s 145 called) 
the ® Baptiſm of the Catechumeni was diferrea until then aifr, {;,0" + Gerned 
-1n the Dawnings of. Reformation im England, or Juell could ple4d 
againſi Harding, 'bat " Baptiſm was as much to be reverenced, &s * 7c Reply to? 
the Sacrament of the Body and Blood of Chriſt, Ny, m former ns #5598 
Age, ſome Courches have been ſo far from extending Buptiſmr, further | 
then the Lords Supper, as that they have commuted a grievons Erronr, 
in adminiſtring the Lords Supper unto Infants. Son hath been in the | 
Churches of ® Bohemia,and im? Ruſlia : Avd 1915 was maintained by 9 Dave Chyire 
Auſtin, - «»d Innocentius, and 4 «ll the Churches in their time, Which Age yo 
Teſtimonies we prodyce, to ſhew, that former Ages have betn farre 1>** by An 
from looking upon the Lords Supper, 4s bemg of a more ſacred nature Fay 
v#hen the other Ordmance of Baptilins Indeed of I:te there bawe been 
thoſe who have mage Baptiſm of « far larger extent then the Lotds 1 
Supper. This hath been one pra&tical Difference berween Congrega» 

tional-men 4nd Presbytetians (whom the L774 unite m the Truth) th Aus 
$9.t the Cangregational-men word baptiJe the Children of none bug 
ſuch, whoſe Parents were fit for the Lords Supper : wher-ar the 
Presbytegjans: would Baptize the Children of ſuch, whoſt Parents 
were nat fir for the Lords Supper; and ther promiſcuous Admmis 
ſtration of that Ordinance, was very grievous unto their Congrega- 
tional Brethren. See Beverly agam/# Timſon. 

3. The Parents of-the children in queſtion, are not Members 
of any inſtjrured Church , according to Goſpel-Rules, becauſe 
they were neyer,under any explicite and perſonal Corenant. To 
prove which, we reaſon thus : If this ſecond Generation do retais 
uheir Member ſhip by virtue of their Parents Coyenaut made for them 
in avinority ; then, in caſe all tbe pro-Parents were dead, This ſecond 
IP; a 3 Genera» 


AJ 


| | Am AÞologetical Preface 
Generation world be a true Church of Chriſt , without any further 
Att or 'Covenanting, But this lecond Generation are not a true 
Church of Chrift without ſome further Atl, Ergo, thiy- do not 
retam ther Memberſhip, 1f they are a true Church of Chriſt, 
then they have Power to Vote in Church-affairs, as to chuſe Officers, 
aud to caſt out Offenders, and the like ; becauſe every true Church 
bath thus er given to them by the Lord feſus, who is the onely 
$':S  Headof {is Church, But they have no ſuch Power { [ay the 
=; wambe Lee & wod, who do expreſly * exclude the perſons m queſtion from the 
YM Lords Supper and Vorng :) Therefore we conclude that they are no 
tcue Church of Chriſt, Therefore the perſons in queſtion do not re= = 
rain ther Memberſhip; therefore their chnldren ought not to be Bs 
i7ed, 
-y It is not Meer Memberſhip, (4s:he Syned 5eaks) but quali« 
fied Memberſhip that gives right unto Baptiſm. For the evincmng 
whereof, we argue thus : John's Baptiſta was Chriſtian Baptiſm, 
(4s all our Divines maintam againſt the Papiſts ) John's Baptiſm 
might not be applied unto ſome, who were ſtanding Members of the 
viſible Church , becauſe they *were not qualified with Repentance, 
Luke 3.8, & 7.30. Therefore Chriſtian Baptiſm & nor ro be ap> 
plied unto ſuch as ftand* Members in the viſible Church, if they bs 
mot qualified with fruits of Repentance, This ſeems to us t0 cut the 
Sinews of the ſtrongeſt Arguments which are brought by the Synod 
for the Enlargement of Baptiſm: for, thess ſtrongeſt Argument, s 
the Memberſhip of the Children 1» Controverſie; when-as # 
ſeems ta us, that the Scriptmyg doth not acknowledge any ſuch Meer 
Memberſhip as they ffeak ifs And beſides that, the caſe «clear m | 
onr apprehen;ion, from the {nſlance gruen, That "tis no: Meer Meme 
berſhip, bur qualified Memberſhip, hat gives right wnto this Die 
vine and Sacred Ordmances | 
5. That which will not make a man capable of receiving 
Baptiſm himſelf, incaſe he were unbaptized, doth not make him 
Capable of tranſmitting right of Baptiſm unto bis Childe, 76 
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Je. eel” #5 a Ruledcaſe, © That bethat hath not Title bimſelf unto any 


P-17+ Priviledge, cannot entitle another. The Lawyer [aut, ARS (4 
nou a4bente pucſt «tem, are invalid, Art all that the Syn:d hath ſaidg 
gl n9t £106 4 41 r191 {0 Bap'! Nh tame, m caſe he were HY 


baprized 


to the Reader. 

baptized 3, for a man may be an mbcliever, and yet come wp td all 
that the Synod hath [aid in their fifth Propoſition, and more toe, 
Ergo, all that the Synod hath {aid, KW not enough to make 4 man 45 
pable of tran{witrin? right of Baptiſm unto kss childes, The juag.+ 
ment of that famous Martin Bucer, all:dqged and approved by Pat- = 
ker, & worthy our conftderatior, who maintumed, that * None onght Le de rogue 
ro be confirmed Members of the Church, beſides thoſe who do As wes 
bold forth not onely verbal Profeſſion of Faith, but apparent ?**%r *6i/upra 
Signs of Repeneration. - Nay, theſe preat Drvmes ſay, That if 
there be nut tam neceffaria ſfigna fidei quam publica & ſolennis 
Profe flio, as wel ſuch ſigns and outward appearances of Faith, 
as ſhall neceſſarily argue ( us farre as men can jug) that there is 
truth in the beart, as a publick folemn Profeſſion, the Church 
ought not to accept of the Profeffions of ſuch perſons, ſo as to 
confirm them in their Memberſhip. Jf the Synod world tat 
have exprefied-as much as this, there had been no Difſenting ow cur 

ts. He:re alſo we camor but take non5e, that. the judgement of * 
that worthy and for-ever famous Mr, Cotton was as ours it; for | 
his words are theſe: * T conceive more poſitive fraits of Regene- þ Roar 4 
ration are required in the Church-members of. the New Telta- p.93- 
ment, then of the Old. | 

6. The Application of the: Seal of Baptiſm unto thoſe who: | 
are not true Believers: (we mean viſibly, for de occultis non judicat + 
Eccleſ14) is a Profanation thereof, and as dreadful & fin, as if 'a- 
man ſhould adwiniſter the Lords Supper unto unworthy receivers; * - 
Which is (4; * Calvin ſaith) as ſacrilegiousimpiety, as if a man vInf1.4.c48- 
ſhould take tbe Blood or Body of Chriſt, and proſtitute it to dogs, 
Wq marvel that any ſhould thmk ,. that the Blood: of Chriſt 12 not as. 
much profaned apd vikfied undue Adminiſtration of Baptiſm, as © 
by undne Adminiſtration of the Lords Supper. Tea, that ſaying 
of Auſtin's is ſolemn and_ſerions, * Qui indigne accipit Baptriſma, x Auguf. 
judicium accipit non ſalatem, He who receives Bapriſm, either for "umn 66: 
timſelf or bis childe, wnyorthily, is guilty of the Zlood of - }eſus, as 
well as he who receives the Lords Supper unworthily, . *And the ſame 
Auſtin in ks Book de Fide & operibus , pleads for ſtriQneſs in 
the Adminiſtration of Baptiſm: aud ſo 4d Tertullian before - 


him. 
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7. It bath in it a natural rendency rothe hardening of untege< 
nerate creatures in their ſinful natural condition, when Life is not 
| onely Promiſed, but Sealed to them by the precious Blood of 
7 2ept/metory® Jeſus Chriſt, » Baptiſm is a Seal of the whole Covenant of 
fognat tdelibu. Grace, as well as the Lords Supper ; and therefore thoſe that afe 
nents. not intereſted in this Coyenant by Faith, ought not to have the 

Seal thereof applied to them, 7hus have we given an Account of 

the principal Reaſons which cauſed our Diſſent from the major part 

of the Reyerend Aſſembly. We might adde to all this, T hatthere 
- is danger of great Corruption ag Pollution creeping into the 
Churches, by the Enlargement of the- SubxR of Baptiſm. They 
are the words of a good man, and fauhful {miſter of the Goſpel 
now im Europe, im Letter ſent unto one in America : T hope ( ſaith 
be). ſome in New- England will with clear light ſtand up againſt 
the Enlarging of Baptiſm to any, but thoſe whoſe Parents are 
7 admitted untothe Lords Supper, If ever it be paſſavt Dorine 
inthe Churches, that others baye & right to it, Farewell to News 

England's Peculiar Glory of undefiled Adminiſtrations of holy 

things, Theſe things are Diſcouragements with me , from 

hafſtening to New-England, Thus ve. It may be ſome will think - 

** that we do (41 it is inthe Adagy) Nodum in ſcirpo querere, makg : 

ſcrnples to onr ſelves, and fter where there is uo fear : Well u will bs 
for ms, and for the Churches, if in the end ut prove ſo. 

Now the Lord grant, that bis People may have one heart and - 

one way (and that it may be theright way, even the Way which is 

. Called Hoty) to ſerve him, for the good of them, and of their ' 

Children after them. end the God of Ttuth avd Peace, lead vs - 

by bus Spirit into all Truth, rhrowgh him who ts made umo us of God, 

the Way, and the Truth, and the Life. Ai 
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CERTAIN POSITIONS 


Out ef the 
HOLY SCRIPTURES, 


Premiſed to the whole enſuing 


DISCOURSE. 


EE may fitly begin this Diſcourſe, with what the 
Reverend Elders ſay(.nckeir Pre face ro thi: Printed 


> han, ought to be the Prayer and Labour of us all, 


b V7. T wut we may ſtand pe! feet and compl, a: in all the; 
willof God, And itis a good Profeflion wbich they n ake, ſaying. - 
We truſt it 15 0uY fineerg dere, £541 i 46. well, «ll bus will, and worhing | 


but his will may be done among #6... Tothe Law and to the Teſtrmony 
we do wholly veferre our ſelve!s and if any thing in the following 
; "Concluſions be indeed found not to Speak according therenate, /et ut be' 
rejefted, This doth encourage me to joyn with them, in ſeeking : 
the right path in this unſrequented way, fo far as the Glory of. 
Gods Holineſs and Grace , together with- the honour of , his 
Truth, may be maniſeſted to be dearer to us then all Creature» 


concernments and Sc1f-relpedts. * In order whereunto,1 conceive ., 
our principel inquiry ſhould be, what thoſe more general Princi-. 


ples of -Tuth are, which lie in the things Controxe ted, and how 


they may be rightly applied : uſing terein onely fuch Light as 


the Scriprure affordeth, by comparing one Text with another, 
anddepending on God in Chriſt for ſupply and aflritance of the 
Spititof Truchtolead us into thele Principles, and to teach us by 
them ;Abat thereby we may be brought io an unjyeclal Larmony 

_ © 
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of Truth ; all the Lines of Truth (however ſeparated in the Cir- 


camference ) meeting together in theſe Principles , as in- their. 
Ceatre,and becoming one Point, The finding out of {ach Princi- 
ples, and rightly applying them, would make the way to Truth 
ſhorter, the myſtery of Truth clearer, and the united force of 
Trath ſtronger againſt Errour, a {weeter cloling of Spirits among 
good men, and the examining of other mens Opinions eaſier, 
then walking after the larger Circumference of the voluminous 
Writings of men, which lead us further from theſe Principles, 
then the Scriptne alone, Thisis that which Iwould attain,and 
am prefliog after, as in other Controverlies, ſoin theſe Queſtions. 
For clearing the truth wherein, I ſhall Arft propound certain 
Theſes, or Poſttions : Secondly applythem, in a way of Keplying 
to their Propoſitions. 
1, The Tees ot Poſitzons propounded ſhall be theſe following, 
and the like, | 
The whole Scripture, breathedof God, holdeth forth a perfet. 
Rule, as of Righteouſneſs toward men; fo, of Holineſs toward 
God, in all things that concern his Natural and TInfſtitured Wor- 


' thip, that the man of God may be perfett, throryhly furniſhed unto 


all good works, 2 Tim,3.16,17. 

"CH Chriſt, the Apoſiit-<nd Hiyed- Precft" of our Profeſſion, is 
to be conſidered, by all holy Brethren , partakers of the hea= 
venly calling, as not inferiour in his Office to « Aſofes : For, as 
the Office of 1oſes reaclied-to all the Huulſe of God, and all- 
the Service of it under the Law ; ſo Chrilts Office reacheth ro 
all rhe Church of God, and all the Service of - ic under the Go- 
ſpel 2. And whatſoever Chnſt did inftitute or abrogate in the - 
Chriſtian Churches, hedid it by Gods appointment 5. as Moſes, 
by Gods appoiatment, gave out what he delivered in the Church 
of !ſracl, 3. And Chriſt 15 nolefs faitbſul therein, then Moſes 
was, Heb.3.2,3. Sothat it isas unlawtul for men to alter the Or. 
dinances of Chriſt given to Chriſtian Charches, nnder the Go- 
{pe!, or to adde thereuato, or to diminiſh ought therefrom, as it - 
Was under the Law, Dent. 12.32. Mat 28.20. 

Chriſt is not rightly conſidered, nor duely eſteemed, excepthe - 
EIS IL) We Huber haſh phintecigan 
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'are to.a& onely by direRion and appointmeat.z Chriſts autho- 
rity, being M - OK and Deſpotical, which Prerogative he hath 
as be is Son cf the Eternal Father by eternal generation. Hence 
the Church is Chriſt's own Houſe, and be alone may diſpole of it, 
and of the Service thereof, as it pleaſeth him, by altering the 
Mofaical Levitical Ordinances, and sPPuinting a more Spiritual 
and" ſimple way of Worſhip in place thereof, Hebr.3+3,109 7+ 
70heqe23.-24, 2. Croll. 2,3, 


p ; . 5 
The Ordinances of God given by <oſes for the Service of 4 Poſitions 


God under the firſt Tabernacle, were impoſed on the Jews, «nt 


the timeof Reformation at the-coming of Chriſt, who being come, 


asthe true e Melchiſeder, changed the Levitical Ordinances into 
other more ſuitable to his Royal Prieſthood, Heb. 9. 9,10. For, the 
Priefihood bemg changed, there ts made of neceſſity a change of the 
Law, Heb. 7.12. And, having taken away that «n/«pportable 
Yoke, calleth Believersunder the Goſpelto take his eaſie and ſweet 
Toke upon them, AQts 15.10, Mat.11.29, 

Though the Covenapt of Abraham was the ſame in ſubſtance 
to believing Jews under the Law, and to Believers, both 7ews 
and Gentiles, under the Goſpel, Rom. 4. 1r, 12, And, though 
the Kingdome of God be the ſame in ſubſtance, whichis taken 
from the unbelieying Jews, and given to the believing Gentiles, 
eMatth, 21,43. yet the adminiſtration of the Coyenant and 


In ws is not the ſame, in all ages, but yaried accordingto 
thedifferent times, wherein the Chucch bath been gathered ; the 


progreſs thereof, in that variety, being from leſs perfect, before 


the coming of Chriſt, to more perte&, after his comiog : the 


former wagmoreexternaland carnal, 'Heb.9.10, the latter more : 


Internal and ſpiritual, 1-h.1,17. that was'accommodated to the 
ſtate of the Church being a ch1/de; this to the ſtate of the Church 
being an hb: ur grown to full age, Gal. 4. I,!05F, 


Though Baptiſm is come in the place of Circumciſion, and, 6 Poſitions 


therefore infants of Confederatesare now to be baptized, asthen 
they were 40 be circumciſed, they both being ourward Seals of 
%; : ; | B 2 = ['# he 


L 


wonwyot more Glory then Moſes ; and as far aboye the whole | 
urch, as the Builder is aboyz the Houſein honour and autho- 
rity, Mens authority being but Mioiſterial, as SQvants, whe® 
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the fame Covenant in ſubſtance, Co/.2. 11,12. Rom.4.,11.” Yet, 
neither muſt we look at Circumciſion as it was of « ACoſes, bur 
of the Fathers, [ 4.7.22. nor at every {ubjet of Circumciſion, 
as the (ubje& of Baptiſm extenſively. Circumciſi,n was. ex+ 
tended to all that were born in the houſe,and bought. with money, 
Ger.17 12,13. But Baptiſm is limired to believing Iews and their 
children, and to ſo many as the Lord our God ſhallcall, 4 2, 
38,39. 1 Cor,7.14. Tour children are bly ;, be laith not, Your 
lervants, Z c. 

T he Rules accommodated, by Iefus Chriſt our Lord, for the 
mannerof applying the Covenant, and of adminiſtring the King- 
dow.e of God, uhder the Goſpel, concern either the conſtitution, 
and ordering of Chriſtian Churches; or the propagation and 


.Continuing of them; or their communien together, In all. 


which, both the Truth, and the Arguments for confirmation of” 
it, muſt be drawn exprefly, or by good conſequence, from the . 
New Teſtament, in fuch particulars wherein we haye Chriſt's, 
appointment, or the Primitive Churches, planted or approved, 
by the Apoſtles, for our Patterns. Not from the Old Teſta- 
ment, further thenthey may be inferred thence by parity of reas 
fon, 14.28.20, 1 Tir.3.14,15. | 

The Rules given-of Chriſt, x . Concerning The Conſtitution. 
of' Chriſtin ( bharches, are 1, That the Matter of them muſt_be, 
if adult; app:oycd Believers, 44: 5:14. if infants, or children. 
in minority, ſuch whoſe Parents (both or one) are orderly, and 
viſibly joyned to the Church of Chriſt, Att 2.39; 1 Cor.7.14. 
2. Thatthe Form of them, muſt be cheir viſible confederating 
with tle Lord Chriſt, as the Head of the Church, and one with 
another mutually, ro walk together according to his Rules, for 
the attainment of the ends of Church:communicn, 2 Cor.8.5, 
1 Pet.2.5. 5 

The Rules given by Chrift for The O?dering of Ciriſtian Conr- 
cher, are, 1, In general; that all Goſpel-Ordinances be diſpen- 
ſed and adminiſtred according ro Golpel-Precepts and Patterns, 
Co! 2.5,6, 2 In particular; 1: That fit perſons he orderly 
admitted into this: holy Fellywfhip, by che Door, which is Cbri 
betcved on and profellcd, ob440.7,95 2+ Thiat Officers ap- 
4 WE: 1s ths pointed ! 
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pointed by Chriſt be regularly choſen and ordained, and that the 
Elder-, both Teaching and Ruling, eſpecially Teachirg,be flagu- 
larly loved, and honoured with double honour, and obeyed, I /:m. 
2. 7.1.1 '[hl.1.1l. Atls6.6, & 14.23, 1 T befſ. 5. 12,13» 
1 Ti--.4.17,18, H:b,13.17; 2, That the Membersexerciſe 
mutual Watchfulneſs one over ancthber, Heb.10.24,25. with mu- 
tual Submiſſion of one to-another, and of eyery cone to the whole 
Body, 1 Per.5.5, 3. Thatthe viſible Seals, inſtituted by Chriſt 
for Goſpel-Churches, which are onely two, B4pt;/m, and the 
Lords Supper, 1 Cor. 12.13, be adwiniſtred by the Teaching. 
Officers, according to. Chriſts Inſtitution, 4144t-28.19,. 1. a> 
priſm is to be adminiftred by Chriſts Ordinance to Nilciples, 1bid. 
V;7. 1, Togrown perſons not before baptized, after their hold» 
ing forth their Repentance and Faith in Chriſt, and voluntary 
taking bold of the Covenant for themſelves and their ſeed, ſar. 
3.6. Luke J. 3. -Atts 8 37,38. & 2.38, 39. I Cor, 12, 12,13, * 
Theſe, for diſtioRion ſake, I call Immediare Members: 2. To 
their infant-ſced. or childcen in minority, who alſo are members 
inthe right of their Parents coyenanting for: them,  Atts 2.39» 
I. Cor.7.14. thele I call Media'e Members ; becaule the meniber- 
ſhip which they have is Mediante Parentum federe: therefore, 
theſe being grown up, muſt be admitted into immediate fellow- 
ſhip, and tutl communion with the Church, by their perſonal faith 
held forth ro ſat.sf,tion of, the, Charches cbaritable diſcretion, 
and by their taking kold cf the Covenant for themſelves and their 
ſeed, as their Parents before them did ; as it is propheſied of. 
Goſpel-Churches in //a.56.6,7. & 625. 2, The. Loras Supper 
is to be adminiſt.ed, according to Chriſt's Inſtitution, in reference 
bothi to the Ordinance it felt, 1 Cor, 11. 23,:027. and to the 
Communicants, ver.27 /9 32« 4+ T hat Church-cenſures be ap- 
plied to delinquent Members, in. private offences, according, to - 
MAat.18 15 1018, and.in publick crizzinous Scandals, according 
to1Cor.5.11. Ret22.15. but ſoas the publick judgement be, 
not by the Elders alone, bat, togetl;cr With them, by the Frater- 
nity, I Cor F I2. 
"The Rules given of Chriſt, for the Propagation: and Continuing TO Pyfiti | 
of Chriſtian Churckzs, are properly ſuited to their Congregations? - 
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and Spiritual tate, They are not the ſame with thoſe before 
the Law, when the Church was onely in Families, nor with thoſe 
under the Law given t9 the Church of the Jews: in both which 


\ the Church was to be propagated, and continued by natural 


gene1ation, in a lineal deſcent, from Noah, by Sher: ; and from 
Abraham, by Iſuac and Facot, till the coming of Chriſt; this 
way beſt ſuiting to a Domeſtical and National Church, in their 
reſpeRive conſtitutions, Chriſtian Churches are of neither of 
theſe ſorts, but are, by Chriſt's appointment, caſt into a Congre- 

ational, and more Spiritual Form ;- and therefore, are not capa- - 
ble of being propagated and Continued, in a lineal ſucceſſion, by 
natural generation, ordinarily : but muſt be propagated ang cong, 
tioued 1: In adult perſons, by Regeneration viſibly manifeſted 
to the Charitable. diſcretion of the Church, 7h. 3. 3,5. being 
wrought in the working of Faith in'Chriſt, 70h.1;:12,13, and 
made viſible, by a right conf.fſion and profeſſion of Faith, both 
que creditur, Rom.io.1o., and 9rd creditur, Gal.3.26, 2, In 
theirinfant-ſeed, by their Parents coyenanting for them ; to the 
end, that ſuch, being engaged to God in their infancy, may be 
thereby engaged and excited the more to give up thernſelyes to 
God in Chriſt, when they come to years of diſcretion, noz by 
conſtraint, but willingly, Plal.110,3. through the operation of God 
working Faith in theit hearts, Co/,2.12, by the Spirit, who is a 
voluntary Agent, and therefore likened 0 the wind which bloweth 
where it liſtth, Joh, 3.8. Sometimes in ſome of the next poſterity, - 
yetnotinall, 2 /ch.4. ſometimes inthe Grandmother, and Mo- 
ther, and Qhilde; as in Twmothy, 2 Twm.1.5. Accordingly the. 
Church muſt make a difterence of Ehildren grown up, wbere God 
makes a difference, as he did between 7acob and Eſir, Malls 
and receive onely ſuch whom Chriſt receiyeth, Rep, 141,72. 

The Rales giyen of Chriſt, Concerning the Communion of Chri= 
ſtian Churches, are, J. Concerning the Ground of it ; which is 
their Spiritual Union under one Head, Chriſt, Eph.1.22,23. in 
one Body, one Spirit, one Hope of their calling, one Lord, one 
Faitb, one Baptiſm, one God and Father of all, and they muſt 
endeavour to keep the unity of the Spirut in the band of peace, Ephe4- 
34456 As they baye one common Fauk, Tit.t.g, ſo they mult 


contend 
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contend earneſily for the faith once given to the Saints, Jude, ver. 3. 
They baye alſo ce and the ſame Kulc, Gal.6 16. The ſame Off- 
cerizin all Churches, Tu.1.y. The ſame Ordinances and Decrees, 
x Gor.7-17. & 16.1. etts 16. 4. The ſame Order, Col, 2.5, - 
The ſame D»(trine, 1 Cor.4, 17, & 15,11, Gal, 1.7, Which all 
the Churthes muſt hold faſt, Rev. 3. 3. and renounce all other 
Do&@rines, Gal,1.8,9. I Tim-1.3, © 663-14» 

' 2, Concerning the Manner of. it ; for, as the Church gene- 
rally conſidered, is the Mother of all the farihful, Gal 4.26. ſo: 
patticular Churches are S:/ters each to other, Can. 8.8. and there 
is 4 Brotherhood of viſible Saints throughout the World,1 Per.5.9. 
Hence the manner of their communion muſt be /oc:a/, as between 
equals, none exerciſing juriſdiftion and authority over another. 
" Par in paremnon habet imperium. The giving of Laws to the 
Churches is Chriſt: Prerogative, 1m.4.12. who bath alſo com- 
mitted the Keyes of the Kingdome of Heayen to each particular 
ipſtitured Church, to be exerciſed by each Church within it ſelf, 
without dep:ndance upon the Authority of other Churches in 
Te propria, Mat.16.19. I Cor.$.12. 

3. Concerningthe Things, wherein this communion muſt be 
exerciſed, 1, In general ;.in mutual Helpfulneſs, according to+ 
God, by mutual care one of, and for anotber, 1 Cor. 10.24. Phils 
2.20 2I- 2, Particularly, 1- By Spiritual Helpfulneſs , and 
Care exerciſed 

7, In mutual-Prayer, and endeavours for their edification, . 
Cant.$.8,9., 1/{or.12 7, 1 P:t.4.10,11., and for their confirma- 
tion and eſtabliſhment in the truth, A#s 15.41. & 16.4,5. and 
for treogrhning each other inthe regular application of Church- 
cenſures to their delinquent Members,. 2 The}. 3, 14, 2 11m: 
he 15. 

2, By outward Supplies.unto their Neceſlities, As 11.29. 
Row. 26,27, 2 Cor.8,2, Fc. thronghout that Chapters 

3. | By their mutual care to-avoid Offences, 1 Cor." 032. 

4+ \That, when a Church findeth need (in reſpe& of want of 
light, ok of competent conſent within ir ſelf) ir ischeir duty to 
Teck help by the counſel of ſome other Church or C hurches,and 
thecther Church os Churches-ought to giye is, in a brotherly 
Way, 
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way, from the Word of God. not by the Elders apart, but in the 
Preſence, and with concurrence of the Brethren, Acts 15. 4,22, 
23. nor may they bind ſuch a Ct urch to reft in theic determi» 
nation, farther ihenthe ſame'ſhall be found, upon ſearching the 
SCriptures, tO ſerm guod 19 the Holy Ghoſt, as well as to them, 
Atti 15.28, or, if Neiphbour-Church s finde it neceſſary, to 
offer theich.lpfulneſs ro a Church, in cale cf the Othcers Mle- 
adminiſtration, oc of Errours, and Scandals, and Schiſms, -and 
the like caſes, ro prevent the irfeRion of 1hen ſelves; or 10 re- 
moye corruption from ſuch a Church, which, being obſtinate in 
their way, (eckcth not for kelp, the Nei/gabour-Churches ought 
to exerciſe the Co nminion of Churches, by enquiring to finde 
out the trath, and by admoniſhing the often ing Church, in a 
brothcrly way ; whereunto that Church'ought ro ſubmit accord- 
ing to God, R/m.16.17 G/.2.411---i4. And, if cit obſtinately 
perfiſteth in /canda/ors Ewvils, atier convincing I'ght held forth, 
the offtended Churches may rencunce -communiun with them, 
to avoid fellowſhip in their ſin, Epn. 5-11. 1 7im.g.22, 

The Rules given by Cor1/t 1Corytiun Courcher, in the Premi- 
ſer,andthe |.ke, are to be Received by allthe Churches, andthe 
Members of them, and to be obeyed, as bis Laws and Com- 
mandments, who is-our -ne Lan-2:ver, In oblerving wherecf, 


and not othe. wile, the "Parity and Peace of Chriſtian, 'Cronrhes. 


wull le preſerved, by the bleſſing of Coriſt, lan. 4.12, Mai:28.20; 
1C:11,37. 17.613. Gai:6:16, | 

Thele, and the like, being general Principles of Truth, the pat- 
ticular Dererminuttms of the Syrov, inthe Two 2 ſlion:, are tO 
be Examined by them; ard fo fir, and no further, to be Ap- 
Proved and Rece.ved, as Aa confent and harmeny of them Wih 
thele., may be clearcd ro the confciences of men. rightly in« 
formed, Which may be manifeſted by a right applicatiun, and 
6ompart”g them roperher. | 


2. The Application of the former Theſes or Poſitions to the 
Lueſtims and An/wer:, as they are ſtated and exprell.d by the 
Reverend Elders, ia their Printed Book, tolluweths = 


The 
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The firſt Qu-ftion propounded to them by the Honoured Ges 
neral Court, was, / 

« Queſt. 1, Who are the Subjefts of Baptiſm ? 

© Anlw. The Anſwer may be groem wm the following Propoſtionr, 
Which arc feyen in number. ; | 

« Propol. 1 They that according to Scripture, ar8 Members of 

©« 2c 2 4þb e Churck, are the Subjetts of Baptiſm, 

« Propdſ, 2. The Members of the vifible Church, according to 

« Scriptures, are Confederate wifible Believer', im parttculey 
* {hurches , and their mfantsſeed, i. e. children m minority, 
« phoſe nex. Parents, me or both, are in Covenaiit, 

Reply, I cannot approve the two firſt Propoſitions, without 
ſome chinge of the terms, In the ficft, thus ; they that, ac- 
cord.ng to Chriſt's O:d.nance, are regular , and attual An. 
6b. ,8&c. Th: fecond, thus; The attnu and regular Members of 
th- v[tble Courch, accord:ng t0 Chriſts Ordinance, ar!,&c, The 
nec fliry of this alteration will appear, if, either the p.emiſcd 
P.fitions be ducly co ſidered, wherewith theſe Propufit on- w.ll 
not otherw:ſ- agree; or, if the Proufs alledped by them from 
Sc: iprure for co firmation of theſe two Propoſicions, be duely 
ex umined ; 0”, .f what is hereafter ro be Replied uuto tte fols 
lowing Prop. ſitions,ſhall be ducly weighed. 

« Prop. 3. Th: wmf.ni-ſcea f confeacrate viſible believer, are 

© Mcmbers of the ſame Courch with their HParent', os woe 
& /rown «up, are perſon lly under the WAic'', Diſciple and Coe 
« p-rnment of the Chr h. 

This Prop.ſition cr (iſteth of two parts, both which tLey 

endeavour to prove diſtinctly, 


* 1 To hey are Members of the ſame Church with heir Pa= 4 


*® ,en; ] This may paſs in a rig © ſ-n(z, being underſtood of 
Medi ie Member , in and by thr Parents covenant! g for tlems 
in their inf .ncy, or minvufity, | ſhail no; oppoſe it. 

"2 [nat when hcy are g' owun,, hy re je {-n lly under the 


* Wrrch, D (cipline 414 Government of the Cours | Tris exprefi on \ 


Cill-for ſerious confſileration, and the Profs of it 1E jute due 
EX ti in4ton. I. F r the Exp.ſiion the n.canming of ic ms 
to be uhis; That when the thiidcen, that were bapsized in there 

| dG 0MOL.y 


minority, are-grown up to years of diſcretion,-or become men, 
they are Members, (or, as they [pzak afcerw il , »» -» _}{emb: 7.) 
and by that memberſhip, are under the Watch, Diſcipline, and 
Government of the Church. Bu: what memberſhip is this > 
Their membe:ſh'p,in their minority, ws -444-,in 3n] by their 
Parents coyenanting for th:m, as themſelves ſay in p44. 14. and 
an{werably, they are under t!.e Watch of the Church in and by 
their Parents, who are imned.acely, and perſonally u1d-r the 
Watch, D ſcipline. an4 Government of the Church, w!-ich is to 
ſe: thatthe Parents d » their daty, an peif >cm their Covenaar for 
them, in b :191299 them up in the nuriare and ad nos ion of ihe Lord, 
Ep4.6.4. andto help them therein. 

B ut by wat right are they perſonally under the Watch, D.ſci- 
pl.n:, and Government of the Church ? Nor by theic Paceats, 
Covenant : for that was theirs onely in their infi1cy, and mino- 
rity ; becuiſe then they were not caoable of coenanting for 
the nſclve; perſonally. It remains then, that, when growa up, 
they miſt be, eith<r nat members of the Church perſonally, or 
members by tkeir perlonal covenanting fur themſelves and theirs, 
a5 other adult perſons muſt be, who offer themſ-lves to Cnurch: 
fellowſh þ : Elſe, though they were members o* the ſame Church 
wiuh toeir Parents, in their infincy, and minority; vet they Con- 
tinus not members. when grown up, nor are p:rfonally uader 
the W arch, Diſcipline, and Government of the Church, by their 
ow iFault, But they lay the coatrary is manifelt. Therefore 
lec us examine their Argi1mznts, | 

=". APE Children wer e under Patriarchal and e Mo oſaical Dis 
« C;1 neof olv,Gen.1$.19, &21e9,1%,12, Gal.y.3. and theres 
« f,,e wider ( 0agregn ionat D iopime nows 
© Reply 1, The Tex s alledged d» net prove the Antecedent, 
J. :-brahim; Comman,| n2 ha thildien and bouſh 114 after him, 
to keep the wif of te Lords, ON doth not neceſl.rily infer 
Church-d.ſcipline : It bring enjoyned co all Fathers of Famil.e:, 
in the National Church of jr ie. Doure6,7. © I1. 19, andinihe 
Congre-ational Church's of Chrilt, under the Go pcl, - #6, 
4,9., within t'eic own Families, where t!ey haye nur Power 10 
exciciſe Chucch-dilciplioe ; or, if any fart;.ec thing was want, 
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it nav be applied to the command concerning Circumcifion, as 
(1.47 26,27, 2. That in Gen.z1 9. where Iſha, who was 
bon oftcrthe fleſh, pertecuted 1{a.c wl o wes born atterthe Spi= 
tit, and Was thereture cait uut of the Church, in 41 41413 Fas 
mily, 15 improved by tle Apcftle to another purpoſe, in Ga/. 4. 
22---29 nur duth it prove their Propoſition, For /fjhmacl was 
not circanCiledat eg; des oy but when he was thirteen years 
ola : and therefore may be thought to be circuniciled upon his 
pe ſ nai takrg hold of the Cr venw , as other grown perions in the 
Fairly dd, the:e being nothirg laid 1a That ſtury to evince the 
CONTiuty. 10 WhiCli opinion # oiyc ar pus Lyſerm: leemerth to in» 
cline, If it was (vo, then there is a man. feſt diftkerence between 
Iſmael, calc, and the children of corfederates, baptized inarfan- 
Cy : for /jkmael was adanitied into ChbaiCu-f. 1 owiſhip and full 
communion, by his perſonal covenanting , Whrreupon he was 
Circuniciled. being grown up to ycars of dacreton, and ſu might 
be regularly excomi un cated, which they who neyer were in 
f'|l communion may nur be, 2+ To prove tat Children were 
under «M of «cal aijciplmie of ol'', they p 0d.)Ce vncly one | ext, 
Gal.5:3, Where the Apoſtle ſpecking of c1icua.chon, (nut as 
it was given cf God, and rightly uled by Av abs t, 4s « ſeal of 
tle 12 Hiewnſ nes Wwrhirck 256 ſau, Rim 4$+11. bur as it was abuſed 
by falle Teachers, to eſtabliſh Jultihcation by we works of the 
Law) (eftifieth Fo every mn (AL I CIV FMCH, cy HUE hl is « debtor to 
ao te whole Law, and hat i-eref rn: Chriſt jr «ll pr: fi hem nothmgs 
Becauſe be that fer ke: h*Rightevuſaeſs in Circun c.1i. n, is bound, 
by like reaſon, to le. k it in other works of the Law, There- 
for>rhis text doth:nut prove that.for wl.iCh .t 1s all.dyed,-12.0/ ar 
&.:dren circumciſed in infancy, were, being g10v. 0 up. underthe 
exterval Molaical Watch, Diicpline, aud Governu.enc of the 
Church. 

R-ply 2, Their Argument alſo is to be denied: Becauſe, if 
the Antecedent «ere wore manif iy tiue then it 1s found tc be ; 
= tie Confequent is not good. For theie is nut or 1 41s, the 

e reaſon of thoſe Patnarc! al, and Motarcil} C! mches, ard 
Congregatic nal Churches unuver the Golpdl. Tue n«mbers of 


the Church, inthe Parr cs f. 7 Hite, WEE tQ CORLILULT IL COML= 
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wonion with the Charch, from their being circameciſed. aff tHe 
dayes of their life, until they were caſt our, as perlccuting | (i 
9cl was, or yoluntarily departed from it, as pr: fane Ejas did, 
together with bis p »ſterity ; which was orde:.d by Guds ſpe- 
cial Proyidcnce. to ſeparate the Tihmaelite: and Edomn':. f om the 
1, a:lues, of whom, as concerning the fleſl , Chriſt came, Ron, g. o, 
As forthe Church of {ſrae/, under Moſes, 1. Wedvo nt reade 
of any Ordinance g ven them fr caſting out their men bers for 
£.is agaioſt the Moral Law ; as we Ande it to be command: d aud 
pract 1:d under the Goſpel, x Cor. 5.4,5 11. 2+. The grown 


men b-rsof the Charch of /ſrar/\, under Moſes, were brought 


under ſuch Diſcipline, as was eſtabl-ſhed in that Churcb, by a 
Jolemn Covenant , whereof all adult perions were ,'by - Gods 
Ocdinance, to take bold perſon iy, and to have full communiva 
with that Church in a!l Legal Ordinances, D +! 26. 16,17,18, 
But we have no ſuch Ordinance, underthe Goſpel, whereby the 
grown Ehildren of Chriſtian Churches are members in full com- 
munion, of, as meer n embers, brought under Chucrch-dilcipline, 
and Government, in Congregational C burches. 

* Arg- 2. Ibey arg withm t4e Church, wv Members thereof : 
« 2nd therefore ſubjett 10 Church-jdica ure, 1 Cor. 12. 

R ply. The Argument is ro beden.ed, in their tenſe ;, nor doth 
the text prove if.: for that text ſpetketh if nen that are mms 


bers in full communion. Such an one wis that. mceſtvous Carims 


EHh.at ,till he was taken-away f..m amon ; them by Excommuni- 
C3tion,. I Co .5.1,2,5, and ſuch were they who were afterward 
ſpok3n of in ver. 11, who were called &rerbrer, in relpe& £ 
th. 1; 'M\ communion W.th the Church, before they were puts 
by the juſt cenſure of the Church, into that ſtate, whe: ern the 
membe.s are 1or+4 1den 10 eat wn hims., And of that. Churchs 
jud.catu e he ſpeaks in y-1.12, ſaying, D not y: + d + them that. 
at wh! 74, infull membe;ſh p, a» wall of all ©ther Ordi- 
Nances, as « f Cenfſures,,,. And indeed, ſeeing Excommunicatioth 
1s, te Calting out from comn,union 5 How can any. buf tn aily 
excommunicated, wt 0 were never 1n communios and fo with.n 
the Church? Now themſelves der.y ſuch comm un on to the adult; 
p< 9%4z Waum they call (44er mens, 0 dAbug.uſh them frog 
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members infill communicn : therefore not ſubje& fo-Judicature 
of the Church, according tothe meaning of that rex. 
« Arg..3 hey are Vucip'r'y and therefore under D ſeipline in 
«K Cþ,.jt; 5co0l, Mat 28.19.20. | 
© Reply. Though all Church-members are Diſciples ; infants, 
feierall yin aud by their Parents Covenanting for them ; and adult 
p-ri0ns, perſ1 ally , by their covenanting tor then ſelves " aid 
e erefyce both are under the Diſcipline of the Charch futably- 
tw hyir memberſh-p : the farſt, in and under their Parents ; tre 
ſ-cond, in and by 1h ni{clres, being in full. con.mun.on with the 
Church ; Ycrl do not finde «by where 1m S rig tures, tat ſuch ad« 
ulc p.:{Q $ as they call »4er Members, are ſtyled D1c:ple , or aces 
counted 1c:b ,5,,, The.adule perſonsin 24 :.-8 20: nuſt 0+ 
ſerve und do all Chr ift Commundment: ; thr: fore the Dilcrples 
there int-nded, With reference to. adulc peſos, are members in, 
full communion | 
& Arg 4». They are in Churchworrnant ; . th:r: fore, ſubjeft to, 
©« Churci-jrycr, Gen.17.7. with 18.19, 
Reoly. Thev are not in Covenadt 4 /«-, being ad:;1t, and not 
” aJnitted into Ct: urch-communion, in ll the O:d n nces ; there-" 
foie are nor ſubject ro Church power. That (ext in wen 17476 
hath reſp. & eſpecially to {aac vr. '9, for in 44 « wag Abree: 
han feed ty be called,. G12 4124 $» the. er. laren of the fl-ſh are 
not the Chilaren of Ou, but th: children of, the:;pron ;ſ- are accormted; 
for the ſee, Rom.9.8. and, The Gent: lex are adupted toro gh fant 
n.Chyilt. Gal..3. 26, for it is in Chriſt (either apprehendd by 
pe ſynal fuith, as in adult p +ſons. or co: prebead:vg ch.ldren in 
. tle Parents Covenant) that the Covenant is e -er/«ſtr» c, andi{o' 
to be perperuilly cuptinued in the Jubſtance. of it ;; thaugh by 
mutable, 11.;ns. f- #4. The Covenant "of, Grace js eternal, 
though it was to be v.fidbly-ſealed by circurc.fi ny 1M the coming*\, 
o£ Cir.ſt, and after tbe co nirg of Chriſt , by, Baptiſm perp + \ 
tally unty tle end of the World, There 45.no. difference bes 
Twe en US, CONCorn;ng theintanc-ſced;, bur, oncly concerning adulg: 
per Loans, who ar; by age. in acapagity of covenant nz for them 
k |ves and theirs.. Let theſe approve ;heir faith in Chriſt, to the» 
Charitable dilcecuon of the Church,, and.lo be recciyed into Con 
ycuaat 7 
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yenant, and Charch-cofmmunion pecfonally ; and then. and nor” 
otherwiſe they /are rogularly tube to Chyrch- power. Their. 
ſecond proef. from Gen 18. 19; hath been {poxen-to befire, 
when I'exa vined their fijt Ar grornent for this third Fropyp- 
1. . 
« A-p. 5. They a'e Subjefts of the Kingdome 'f Chriſ} ; and 
© th refore wander the Lags and Government of his & u gaome, Ezik, 
« 37.25 26 wo : | 

Keply. This Arg ment may juſtly be retorted againſt them. 
ſelves, and the'Pro f, of -it, © For,ih - SubjeRs of © hrifts King- 
dome tl;ere meant, arg voluntary Suby &t>, according to That Fi0- 

helieia {4/4110 3. ard ſuch Subjects bave fu: comn. union in 
all privil-dg 5 of Chriſtts Kiogdome, and Io und-r the Guverns 
mear of ;t But they deny rat the meer Mem er, of wiom 
they ipe.k, Lave communion 4n -all the -privil-does of Chritts 
Kingdome, Therefore, they are not under the Laws and Go- 
vernment of it, and by Conl.queace they are not Sub,cCts 
of it. | | 

6. Arge.7. Buptiſm leaves the b iptiFed (of which n:mber theſe ch.1- 
* dren «rs )11 a ſhe of ſub: tltm tothe wnthorna' rweteachiny o; Coriſts 
* lWni/ters, and to the'0b; ci vation of all bis cormmandmenis,MAt.28. 
©19,20 4nd therefore tw a ſtate of fabjectuwnun's D Cipitnts 

» Ac, 4, This is not another Argumen-”, but te {ime with the 
third Argument, theu b- clothed with other Words, Thu fie 
the ſame Anſwer may ierve toc tis albo. 

*© Arge-7., Elders are ch.rgea 0 taki hed into, nd feei (i, co 
*þh):h io Trach and Kule, 60mp«re EzECK 34.34.) all the Eluth,, 
wt”) Church, over which the Holy Gb ft / A b miuc tmerm Ore ( ors,” 
* acts 20:28. Ty ebilaren we 4 pert of the Fl ik, wis Jved 
Of res wil (PAP icconnts then, wrumg 10tve, fare Flock, or 
*©Church of Ephtlis, Eo 6.1, hs 

* Repl). Be irto tha thildrenare part- of the Flock which is 
all that [fnde bif.ye proved and tia: Eldets are char; edtor.ke 
teed} and 'toF:ed eb 1th Touavant Rc) allth FG fit 
- ably, to theif different eapacitits ; yet allthis Conceractli vg! ſach/ 
g own petlons;to whom they deny full'Ciurc...comm.uwoh For 
they tia; are of competent age and uaderitanding,u.ult be or de) y 
1) ue 
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joyned to the Church, by holding forth their calliag and faich in 
Chriſt to the facisfaRtion of «the; Tha: ch, acc-rd.ng to te Rule, 
and ſo to be received into fellowſhip of the Covenant ard Com- 
munion, by their pe: ſonal right, without which they arenor ro 
be accounted f the Fl»ck or Church. Nor cid P-+4 1 account 
ſuch. Bur ti ole children noted in Evr.6 1 were eltl;Crin their 
minority and ſo he purs in i heir duty ip that Epittle vs part of their 
Carcchetical i ſtruction ; or, if they were adult they were pet- 
fonally jovned to the « hurch in communion, and-lo were under 
the teaching and d, {cipline of. the Cl u-ch, 

& Arg. 8. ( 8e-wify 4 religion. ana Apolt :cÞ@-would weritably 
© þ, eat into Churihesy wind now-y tef' by Chriſ! ts prevent or heal 
& che ſime, which ww @ uſo bring many C rreu- members nider 
© lt dreadful jdgement of beny 'let alone m their wickedneſs, 
«Hol.y 16,17, 

R »/y, 1, There is no cauſe of fear that Irreligion and Apoſta» 
cy will break into Churches, if the 'Porier look well unio the 
D or) of the Lords Hun'r, chat no adulr perions be r: Ce:yed 1nto 
pe: {nal Memberſhip, bur ſuch as reguarly approve their perſpnal 
fi ne/ for all Charc}-communion. © Or, if ſuch ev:l» break into 
the Church, th-ough the hypocc:ſi* of tuch as creep 11 nw awarer, 
7.:d:,ve .4. yet then Chrilt ! ath |: fr aclear aud plain way to pre- 
yent and beal the ſame, by /#: jecting juch wider (he Warth, aid 
D \c:pl nr, and © ryernment of the Church, But the admitting of 
fuch adult perſons, as are not qual. fied for Cbugh communion in 
all O:d.nances, will be found, intheifle, the cauſr of the break- 
ing in of Irrcligion and Apoltacy into Chuiches, by the fault of 
men, who y«ier ws how Chriſt, and oe [ub as henry theth, 
Mor w || the Churcl es cenſuring of fuch, prevent or heal thoſe 
evils, {ceing te ble\T-ch onely his own Inft.tutions, not n.ens De- 
vices, Hunane Invent.ons uſually cauſe the Evil w!: ct they 
pretend :0.cure ;z as We fee in the £92 -feafts, which brake love 
a.i10ny te Cormuans, I Cur. 11. 18---22, 2 1 houzb no 
C ha:ch-way ivleft by Chriſt for preventing or healing ſuc! evils 
10-men that d not be of the Church; yer, if they were Kept 
out of the Church, till their fitneſs of comn.union ſhould ap- 
pear ; as thelecyil>, and che like, would out incyuaDly break into - 
LY « ; Chuches,: 


Churches, ſo neither need any C-urch-members be let alone in their 
wickedne/1, .eing Chriſt bach delegated the Keys of the K 11gdome 
of Heaven, to vinde and 1, and Dire@&ions how t» mana 
them toward delinquent Members that are ordcily adnirted into 
Church-communion, W«t,16.17,18,19, Nor need rhey who 
are not thus joyned to the Church, be /er ator, if the Authority 
in Famil.es, and in the Common-wealth, be wi'ely ad taih- 
f:lly managed by the Rulers of both, to refrain tt ofe under their 
Power f on: evil companies, and courſes, and 10 conſtrain them 
to a conſtant reverent"attenJdance to all Family duties cf Refts 
s on, andtothe Word publickly Preach. d in Circh-aflon.bl.es 
an. ro the Sar fri g of the Chriſtian $:bb ith, as a Day o 
holy Reſt unto the Lord, Such means will b. blefled of © br it 
to the preventi: g ot the «© ut- breakings, and fone of them to the 
bealing of che £4415 Fai h being wiou hr in their bheart,threugh 
tl:ecthcacy of the Spirit, in and by the Preaching of the Word ; 
an{ſoih.y will become tit to be received into Church-wembers 
ſhip and comm un on. 

Having tus examined their third Prop: ſition, I finde it d: ſti- 
tute of Scripture-proofs, and therefore nwlt leave 1t, as Irregue 
lar, & d not agiccing with the '/#o/-.0n, formerly given, for 
Kules of Tryat, whether Doctrines and PraQtt ſ > im mul @. of 
Cinrch-Order, wgree wrh the Principles of Pru's, or not, I-proe 
cced ro Examine'their fourth-Pcop {l.ion, for anſwer to the fi 
Queſtion.  # 

* Propol 4. Thoſe adnlt perſout are not theref re tobe admitted 

*,o ful Communion ,, meer'y becauſe they are, .nd comme 
* Members, without ſuch further qual fica # #s as the Wo: dof 
God requrech thereunivs The iruth bereof, thiy ſay, 
s plans _ 

Rep). Though it ſeerns to them Jain. yer, jt ſeems not ſuf. 
£Cently cleared by their Proc fo. © x, From 1 Cor. 11. 28,29, 
© where it t F.quirtwy if t (wits 45 Come 10 the Lords Srppe » be uble 
* ig examine then ſerer,and to dy,cern the Loras Loay z elje they will 
* eat and drink, anworthily, and eat and arink dannaim, or fudg = 
* ment 10 themſelves, When they partake of thu UW). d.nancr, But meer 
* memberſhip us ſeparable from ſuch abiluy to exanmie oth + | fy 


> 
; (171) | 
* nd diſcern the Lords Body, as in the children of tht Ctvenant that 
« [row #p 10 years is roo of ren ſeen, 

Rel ,-1, The wart of ſuch abil ties in the children of the 
Covenant, is indeed r00 + ften fe n, throuph the too frequent 
nexlect of Pareats in their Education, avd of Miniſters and 
Chuiches in chew lifticution , and Catec! Zing, and WatCiing 
over tnem : wWhic! ſh uld aw. kea their circun:ſpetionin louk ng 
narrowly +0 their fitnels for perſonal Member ſhip whca tlev grow 
upto years. 

. 2. Though Memberſhip be ſ-parable ff om, yea d:fi'tute of 
ſuch abiliry in the infant-lc«.d,or c ildren « f the Covenant in: their 
minority,and thercfore rhey are nt to be admuted unto the Lords 
S pp-- zand chat text proves 1t3 yet it may not begranted.that,when 
they are grown up To years, they are, a1d continur Men bers r: gue 
larly, being through waut of that ability n. t ht fo Church-cune 
mun;on perſonally, For as if adult perſons, being unbapuz+d, 
ſhould d:fire to have the Coven.nm, aud thew Church-me:r bers 
ſkip ſcaled by Baptiſm, thy uult bold forth Faith in” Chr ft, 
wri,0ght in their hearts, as '/*2/4 required the Eunuch, bef,re 
th: y may be b.prtized, -1cts 8 36 37. Sov, by parity « f reaſon, 
if one baptized in infancy, ben - grown up to years, defires to 
be jovned to the © burch by bis own perſonal Riglt tenult þ 1d 
fo: tl: his perſonal Faith in tie Son of Gud, to their charitable ſa» 
tizfaction, that they may know his ability '6 exarmmme himſelf, and 
d.icernthe Lods Boaz, b fore Uiey admit him into perſonal Meme 
berj44p, which infers full commution with the Church, : 

« 2, They lay, that, {n ihe Old [ejtarien yit,01,h men did cone 
. © rinne members of the Church, yet for Girer onal unclearneſs they 
' ©© were tobe kept from full communiun m the h ly things, Lev, 7+ 20, 
«21, Numb.g. 6,7. & 19.13,20, yeay ana he, / 14 jts ana Pos: 
© ers had ſpecial chargey that mt ſhould not partake in ll 1he 2e'y 
"ih;ngs , unleſs duely qualified for th ſur, norwn-ftana mg their 
* memberſhip, 2 Chron, 23.19. Ezck 22, 26 & 44. 7,8-9,23s 
« 4 therefore much more m (th-je tune), wire \1 or«l jt ne, nd 
** Spiritual qualifications are wanting, Mer berſiup tne is not (+ fo 
* fecrent for full communion, More was required 10 aunli perſons ta. ng 
" 1,e Paſſover, then meer meml erſ\up : ther-fore (0 thers wow to twe 
© Lords Suppei, &C, D K«plye 
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R-ply. 1, The invalidity of Proofs from the Old Teſtament, 
nnder AL ſes, being appl.ed to Goſpel-Ordinances under Chriſt, 
and fo this of Baptilm under the New Teſtament, in things 
whereof there is notthe like reaſon, bath been declared in the 
f urth, [kxib, and ewhth 'Foition», with which this Proof doth nor 
agree. 

, 2, If the Texts alledged were applicableto Church-memberg 
in the times of the Golpel ; yet they ſuit not the caſe in que- 
tion. For, all men, that were accounted Members of thar 
Jew.ſh Church. had fall communion with that' Church in all 
Legal Ord.nances; even they that were ceremonially unclean had 
{o, b.fore their uncleanneſs, and after they were bealed of their 
wncleanneſl-s, as well as others, 

3. Particularly : x, The typical uncleahneſs in Lewvir, 7. 20, 
2], &:. fignificd, that all Unbelievers, Hypocrites, and Wick:d 
ones,that, profeſfing the Goſpel, partake of che .qutward Signs 
and Scals of Grace unworihily, do cat and drink condemnation, or 
judgement , to themſelves ; according to 1 Corinth, T1, 28, 29, 
2. Thoſe in Numb. g. 6, who wereunclean by thedead, might 
norcome into the Lords Sanitary, nor into the L1ds Camp, as 
alſo every Leper , or 9 that bath an Iſuc, Numb.5.,2, Thoſe les 
gal pollutivns fignitied fin of all forts, and the remoyal of fach 
Out of the Lords Santtu.ary and Camp, figured the removal of 
ſcandalous and impenitent finners out of Church-conmanion, 

| though they weie in it before, and the keeping them from ad- 
mittance into Chucch-fellowſh'ip, if. they were not in bef ce : 
for, The unclean my wot come mito 1', Ha.g2.1, Any thmg th..t den 
filth, may mm no wiſe enter intoit, Rev 21.27, 3, That Textin 
Nunb,19.13;20. cencerns one who, being defiled by the dead, 
yet preſumptuouſly came inty the Tabernacle, that is, inco the 
Court of it, in his uncleannels, that man muſt be cc off : Other- 
wile, if he did it iyno-antly, he. 'was to bring a ſurifice, Lev. Y 
3---6, becauſe he defied the Ry by coming into it, bes 
fore he was purified. This, and the former Texts, heured, in 

ref-1encc to G ip.|-Churches, not the diſtin tion between mecr 

M mb: rs, aud Members tn Communion, { for no ſuch d.{tin- 

Quon of adult Mcmbars Was kaoWa or made in that Church) 
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but that they ſhould not admit any that are ſpiritually unclean (as 
all that are v.ſioly unrepererate ace, T:,1.15,16,) into Charch- 
communion, Ard that they ſhould pur avay from Church- 
cormmun on . by Excornm A:Cation , ſuch. as were in C burch- 
comn.union before 1uch urch annels app a cd in lem, rill their 
beahne ſhould be nan f ited. 4." 1 bat which 1s added, cone 
C: :n:0g ihe charge given to the '/ 7 eſt» ara Por cr1yÞad buen n 01C 
fully, and ſo mcre truly exprefſcd, if the y bad ſaid, The:r c: a'ge 
W ab, !:4: men fhowid not partake of all ch. bly (+ $14, \y wits lanciy 

walified for the / ame, notwes ſtananyg ' bet: (noT M en be Io , in their 
{nk but) Memberſhip m full comm ri; wich the Chu cs, Forgfuch 
Men bers the men of '//7ae were, b: fore their Legal uncleannehs : 
and they were allo charged to keep yuut the Hiathen i non cuinc.fed 
in fleſb,who never were Mew bers, Thattixtin E. 4.44 7 8,Vs 
54a Propiclic of the times of the Goſpel, EXpre ſled under legal 
phraſes, according to the manner uſual with the Prophets, where.n 


| the Golpel-Churcbes, and their Officers, are forewarncd (by the 


exair ple of the Jews, under the Old T« Rament, with whom 


- Goa was highly oftended for the like abomin«tion) not to admit 


{uch as are uncircun'ciied in heart into Churct»fellowihip; to 
d:file the Lords SanQuary, which is (not vow, As then it Was, & 
materia: Houſe, but) a Society of Saints, called, :-- » hbvly Genera 
tian, « Riad Pr te iouod, an kuly N «im, 4 pecrnuar People, (hat they 


might jhew forth the vi ues of him, who hath Called them out of | 


darknre s trfo hys marycllous ligh!, 1 Pet. 2. 9. Such men therefore 
as cannot approve themſelves to the C hurches charitable judges 
ment, tv anſwer this deſcciption, in lome meaſure, ſhuuid nut be 
received into Church-tell.wſh'p. | | 

Whereas they adde, that ** AM re was required to adult perſons 
* eating the tuff rver , then mter Menbe ſes the efwre ſo there 
« 45 now to the L11ds Suppers . 

Reply. It is true. that more then that Memberſhip, which 
they had inrheir inf incy, or minority, was required in adult per- 
{ons tocat the Pl, ver. ' For, x. When they became adult, 


they were to covenant ſolemnly with the Lord, and lus People, / 


_y 


in rlcir own perſons, Dew/+26. 17, ©. whereunto beart fituels / 
Was neceſliry, that their perſors and ſeryices ney ——_—_— 
_—  .. 
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of God, in that Church-communion, 7/a. 56 4. 5. with Deaf; 
3:6; 2. Thishbeart-ftneſs was alſo to be exerczled, when they 
w-1e to eat the Paſloyer, ſuitably to the nature, end, and uſe of 
that Ordinance, 2 Chron. 30.6---9, 18,19, cc. Thus they were 
to k-<p the Paſſover, once every.year, all the daves of tbe life, 
till C--1/t 047 Þ iſover was come : Since hich time it 45 {p-ritu- 
ally to be krpt by Believers under the Goipel particul .riy, ;n 
Our cvi1 mupicating at the Lo:d> Table ) 1 remembrnce of bis 
Peat! , avd of our Redemprionthereby, upt;I] be come, 1 «5, 
$8 © 11.25,26. bur all tley that dideat the P:Ml ver, were 
Me bers in full comOm'inion. The Memberſhip f ad'i]r per- 
{. n+ then was not a meer Memberſhip, but a Memberſhip in 
full © hurch-communion. So it 0ug bt fo be now, 
TA hey lay, Toough all Men bers of thi Cornith are the Subjeils 
« of Gpiyjm, they 44d their children, yet all Members may not 
* partuke of the Lords Supper, as ts further manifeſt from the dife 
6 ferent watuve'f Baptiſm and the Loras Supper, &C. 
Reply. 1, Church-memberſhip inf-rs ſuch, Church-com- 
munion, as is {u:table to that Memberſhip. The Memberſhip 
of clie ch.1dren of Conf. derates, in minority , infers © hurch- 
communion, ſv far as they are capable of it, in and by their Fa- 
zents covenantrg for them, þeing not capable of covenanting 
for theni{-lves : Hence they have Communion with the Chu-ch 
by bei: g bap.'zed r C1. 12.13- So the Church-menberthip 
of adulr peif. ns, inf-rs Chucch-communion in all Ordinar ces, 
= Particularly 11 the Lo ds Supper, 1 Cor. 12.13. and in Voting 
ad Cenlares, 1 Cer. 5.12, I hewforeno adult perſon may be 
rec: ived into wee Member”, reg larly, untill he be qual:fied 
ficly for other O:dinances and for Voting and jud.iag in ChurCu- 
aftairs, 1 Co F.12. Sor uch tor the fourth Propolition. 
«© F:opol., 5, Their fifth rropolit.on is : Churchrnembers, 
** 19/19 Were 44141 Leu 1h 1m1R0' it), unacrſtard:ng the D ttrime of 
« Faith, and prblicely profeſſmg ter aſſent thereunto, not ſca).* 
** dalous in lif., ard ſolen.n'y owning the C ven.cvt before the 
* Churc , whe vc they ge e up themſelves and thr children to 
© the Lord, aud | ub;ett themſelves to the Governmen; of Cor fþ 
en Woe (fart tort CRUATER are 10 be bapiizgds. 
AePJs. 


k 


ſ2r} 
. Reply. This Propofition agreeth not with one tenth Poſition; 
7 where more is declared, from Scripture, to be required unto- 
f Chucch-memberſhip, inr<ference butb to infants and adult per- 
: 


ſons, then is bere expreſſed, Yer, ſay they, * /vix i evident from 
« rhe Arguments f.llywings Bat to him who ſh]l duely examine 
their Arguments by tte Light of the Werd and Spirit of God, 
| in the 'New- Teſtament, the Propofitiun w.!l appear to benot 
; evidenced by them, as we ſhall evince, by the belp of Chciſt,.in 
| examining the pacticulars, 
| « Arp.1l., Toeſe chidren are partakers of that which # the 
* ai grownd f baptiting any Wiuuren woa'ſvever 3 and nerher the. , 
« -)- rents nov the children do put 1h any barre ta binder it, 'T his they 
endeavour to prove inthe two parts of it, feyerally, 
1. That they par 'ake of that work is the main ground of bas, 
® ptiing any, they lay, i clear z, Becauſe miereſt tn the Covenant 
* ,; 1he main ground of titleto R-priſm : ann this infants haves * 
Revly. The Parents muſt be ftly qu..lified before they may be. 
admitted to Coyenant with the Lord, and his Church, for thems«-. S- 
'ſelyes and their children : Elſe the Covenant will be p:ofaned ;; 
and ſuch covenanting cannot regularly give them, and their'chil- 
dren, an intereſt in the Covenant, and ticlero Baptiſm, The Pas 
rents, or adule perſons, regularly admitted to Coyenant, muſt be 
B. levers in Chriſt, -fteRually called, in the c! aritable judgement 
of the Church, judging according to Rule : for co ſuch 011y,, 
and their ſecd, is the Promiſe, or Covenant, Ac. 2.329 If the 
Primitive Churches bad not «xaCtly looked for tlis qualification- 
in the men whom t.iey admitted unto Churct-men.berſhip, the 
Apoſtles neither could, nor would haye ftyledthoſe ro w'om they 
Wrote their Ep.itle>, beloved of G4, called. 5amis, Roml.7s 
Sanciificd m Curiſt feſus, 1 Cor.1.2. Faukful im Chriſt 7. uy 
Eph I.I, Saints m Chriſt feſus, Phil.1.12. The Chwrih which ts i 
G.ut - Father, and m the Lora fe 1s Cl ft, » Th-f1 it.1 whick 
they d d nor by the judgement of Infall bility, f 0.n Dfyine Re- 
wlation, but from the prdg-ment of Charity, f.om whar they. 
beard of them, an4 ſaw inthem,. &-m.2.8, 1 Cr 1-4. £44 Is. 
15G. (01. 3.45» © 2.5, £41143,5,6,7, 1 Tr4ſe1: 3,45 29% 
Therefore, wiereas they lay, | 
he X « & T.14t: 
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© That a Member, or one im Covenant, a ſuch, us the ſubje# of 
« Bptiſmy is further cleared in Prov'ſe To 

R ply, The light-which that P:opfition hoIdeth forth foe 
Clearing this. is in one clauſe, wh:ch is here ontited, v4, Ac- 
Coraty r0 Se IpIMrCs ©« The that ace a.ng to Sc ip'n ec are /U eme 
cers of the wviſtde Curch, are the ſubjefts of B pr ſr, &e, Now, 
according to Scripture, the Covenant was differently adminiſtred, 
in different times cf rhe Charch, Under ++ av. it was ad- 
miniſtred by Circumciſion to'all that were of his H.ale, and to 
thcic ſeed abiding in his Faanly : For the Church was then onely 
in Abrahams Family, 2nd after him in the Failies of /ſaac and 
Facob, unril * M je 53 yer even then the Circumciſion of all 


Parents did not intereſt their feed in the Covenant. and firſt Seal 


of it, as may be ſeeninthe Poſterity of £/«,and of Avrahans 
himſelf by Keturah, 2. Under Mc, it was adminiſtred to 
the twrlye Tribes ſaitably unto that Ceremomal and Typical 
ſue of toe Church, which was then National, Uc»r. 4. 7, 8. 
and the Profclytes, who wer« then add-'d to them, were to be or- 
dered by the {ame Laws With the People of [ral ; for, -7ccrfs 
forum [equitar nataram Principals, This admiviſtration of the 
Covenant was, according to the Scriptuce of the Old Teſtz- 
ment, until Chriſt came 3 under Chrift, ti e Covenant is adminis 
fred, according to what hath bren exp eſſed in the Poſitions 
formerly noted ; particularly, the tenth Puſition. 

*© 2. That theſe children have menreſt m the Covenant, they (ay, 
appears; I, Becauſe if the parent be m Covenanythe chuge #8 «iſo, 
= &c. Bnt the parents mm queſtion are m Coretiart, &c, 

Keply. 1. Adde, Accordmg ro Goſpei-Rales, prven by Chriſt unto 
Chy i/tiun Churches for admutance of per/ons ſprruually fit. for Churches, 
Couenint and communion, | Thus ; 1f Parents be in Covenant, 
according to Goſpel-Rules, the irfa=t-cbilde. or childe in mi- 
nority, is fo alſo; elfc the Prop ſiton muſt be denied : That 


| being added, the Afſun'prion is ro: be denied. Then, according 


to that addition it may be granted alſo, that, if the Parent ſtand 
in the Church, ſo duth the childe in infancy, or minority, amorg 
the Gentiles agw, as well as among the Jews of old, Rom. 11+ 
16,20---22, They lay, * Ii is unheard of m Scripture, that rhe 

Þ * progreſs 


\ 
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« rogreſs (of the Covenant flops at the infant childes - R-plz. Not 
Fi ail itdoth, but at he adite perſon, or Parent, = (bars 
the Coverant ;. and that the progreſs of the Covenam ſtops there 
f. 01: the ch.ldren allc, itis not- unheard-of in Scripture: for the 
Scripiure bath told us of the topping of the Covenantin //- 


macl, Eſav, ahd Abrahams poſterity by Ketarah, aſter they were 


ſent away from the Church in 1/aac's family. Nor- do their 
Reaſons prove the Aſſumptions 

The fuſt is, '* Becauſe they were once ty Covenant ,. and never 
& {nce diſcovenanted. If they had not beex once m Covenan', they had 
& of warrantably been bapts ed ; and they are ſo ſtill, except m ſome 
* way of God they bave beet(difcovenanted, caſt ont, or cnt off, which 
© | heſe have not been, 

Reply. 1, If they had not ſpiritual fitneſs. for the Covenant, 
Parents, or adult per{zns were nor regularly in Covenant, nar 
aretheir children in infancy, or minority, warrantably bapt.zed. 
And, when tt:ofe infants are grown up, though they have nat 
been dilcovenanted', by being caſt out, or cut oft. from their 
Covenant-relation ; yet they are diſcoyenanted , by their yig* 
lating their Parents Covenant for them, through their not per- 
forming that wheceunto they were engaged , io that, wen 
they became adult, they did not regularly enter into Covenant 
with the Lord and his Church, for themſelves and theirs, as their 
Parents, if they were.godly, did, R»m.2-25. 2. Thoug they 
ſay , © Pcrſons once 4n Coycnant are uot broken off from ity «cor 
©, Scripture, (ave for notorious fins ,. aud incorrigebleneſs there, 
« whrch 4s nor te caſe of theſe Parents, Ye ifthey break off thera» 
felves, by breaking the Coyenant which was ſealed. by Baptiſam 
in their infancy,or minority ; they thereby deprive then ſelves gf 
te benefits and priviledges of the Covenant, as, ir hath bern 
proved. And, in ſuch a caſe, they areto be looked at, Like tive 
of whom f on (peaks, I /-,.2-19. 

« 2, Becarſ« the tenanr of rhe Covenant is to the farthful 
« xd tbeir ſeed after them in their gener 4110445, Ge0.17 7+ ven 
*: 0 4 (h2014j 414 yENerd 10H y. 1s Ev Comdiizonally, provided hut thr Paw 
*:r ont « fe Oe ſively do contmue 19 be keepers of the Copinvr 3, ExXOGs 
« 20 6, Neut.7,9,13. Plal 105.8. which 1be Parents in qu ſton 
| | «716 
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aye, becauſe they are mot (in Scrip ure account in this caſe) forſakeys 
© or yejetters of the Ged and Covenant of therr fatvers : ſee Deut, 
« 29.25,26. 2 Kings 17.15-- 29 2 Chron. 7.22, Deut 7.10, 

| Af). I. The terour of the C ove nant 't1 CG 17/7 lad (as 
it hath been f.-meily noted) a fp: cial reſp: & unro /ſa-e vir. 19, 
forin Iſaac was Avruhan, leed to be called, © en.21.12, So the 
Children of the fl:ſþ are not the children of G iy, but '- Cr:iluven uf 
the prom ſe are Cconnten for the 8&7 3 Rom.o.$. T be ſealir g f 
this Coycrant tothe Poſterity of 1/aac and } acob, by Circinicye 
ſi -n,was to continue thi oughour their generations, till the com;ng 
of Chriſt. ' The Covenant -n the tenour of it, is, for ful-ſtance, 
the ſame tous as ir was to them (:hough the ©ur ward Sigis, a:.d 
manner of diſperſing it, d.fﬀec) it being <ſtabl ſhed by ri e bluod 
o' Chriſt, Zukc 1.69,72,73+ 4Hct.13.20. The extending, the 
Covenant 79 @ ithouſuna gerer alrn'y therutelves ſay, is conducs a's 
proviacd that the Parents ſ cceſſively do C mwmueti tbe keepers ( f the 
Cvenan,, Such a ſucceſſion in the © ovenant, through Faith. is 
notto be fund even in the beſt Churches thit ever were in the 


"world fora tt o1fand, o. an hundred generations : Bur ſuch the 


Parents in queſt.on are nut. . For. though they are not ſuch for- 
ſakers and r«5- &ers of God, and the Covenant of ther fatl.ers, 
as i Ey Whoaie ſp kenof in Dext.:9 25 26 2 Kings 17, 15-- 
20 2Chrox.7.22, Yet, befides that g os Idulatry, there 1s a 
ſpiritual idularry .'in ſcandalous Covetouſels, Cj? 3:5. and 
Worldly-mindedneſs whereby men forlake and rep" 'G dand 


'bis Covenant, to ſerve the World, 11 6. 24. 11.6. 17, 


x [4.2.15. to theſe, therext alledyed by then in /Ve# 7. 10, 
m-y fiily beapplicd; and thty fortake the Covenant of God, 
&s 4 1.4 4. and ſnch may they b-, who aniwer allthe eras of 
Ther ff Propoſition, externally. and viſioly. Now, t E e- 
[gion of tuch is no berrerthen trar of the S4-cbemie , who took 
opon then: the Religion of the-jews and were circumciled cnly 
for worldly ends, © e 34. 22.23,24, Such Religion will cid in 
Apoſtacy, in times of Perſecation for the Tinth, -1../.13 21, 


® 2, [hat the Parents qaeſtin du not put a barre to Þ..Ger 1herr 


« chlaren from Baptiſn,; they lay, 3 plats 'from the woras of rhe 
* Propoſution, 8C, | wy 5 


Replys 
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Reply. T» Notwithſtanding what Is ſaid in the Propofition? 
Parents may pur a bar to binder their children from being bapti« 
zed regularly. A man may do and be all that is there required, 
yet have r:0 Faith in Chriſt, bur be an unregenerate perſon ; and 
that will pur a bar to hinder himſelf and bis irfant-ſeed from 
entring into the Kingdowe of God, foh.3. 3,5. and, by conſe» 
uence, from rhe Seal of entrance. 2, Nor can. they prove 
chat all adult perſons, whom they admit into perſonal and imme« 
diate Men bciſhip, are ſuch asthe Prop. ſition deſcribeth. For, 
I dewand, Doth y all underſtand the Di Etrine of Faith > W!at 
Courſe JO ti ey take to Kk. ow it ? If they do not, their publ:ickly 
pr. fillhug tt er aflent thereun: o, is a meer mockery. A Faucets 
like ſaying the D. Rcine « f Faith, and an ignorant aſſent there« 
unto, May j..ſtly bc a bac of groſs, Ignorance, Att e.ſm, and In- 
fidc].ty. and Hypocribe. +45 brought the Eunuch to under 
ſtand what be read, before it could becomea word of fiith to 
him, -1{4/:8. 2, Nor is literal underſtanding v hat they .ff-nt 
to, ſufficient to remo\C all bars : Theſe the Devils do, / «1 .2-19. 
ef Yign un ir FH RUA a 4 and aſſeniing, muſt be added, SuCh & 
manner «f knowing, whereby the Church may judge tLat Chriſt 
is [ct into te Soul, As Reverend Mr. Hooker was wont to fay, 
SKC 4 profeff a Aſſet, as hath 4 pr «fejſea Conſent Jogned with utg 
1{4.1.15. Such a manner of knewing and conſenting, as produ- 
cerh Obedieuce lowing from Faich : wh:ch is the nexrend of 
the Miniſtcry of the G:ipel, Ar e1l. 5. & 16.26, Elle, rey 
are defiicus and unvilituny, bo wh-m no:tiny ts pricey but even ihr 
inde and conjcience us acjiled, who profeſs that they know Gor, tm 18 
FLEW Works they ati 4” Tit 1,15 10, 3 And though (4 S | 
are not {candaluus in | fe, but fmmniy own ib C-Uveuani 6. Jore 
th: Cour, wherem they give up them(elves ana therr children ts the 
Lira, and” (ſubject therſclves 10 the Gopernn ent of Chriſt m bs 
Churc/; ; yetallthele may be affirmed of many who nave « jor of 
goal.ne,,, bi aery ine power ihngreof: From ſuct, Pa. (who [au Lt 
him how be ought to behave hn;ſclf m the Honje of Ov, whut is 
the i.kurco if twe boumng God yg the pillar and groma of Truih, 
I Tim. 3. 15.) warned T:»vity to twn away, 2 Tim. 3. 54 
4. But are al the adulc perions, = they aduut into N—_ 
'Þs 


wa 
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ſhip, fach as the Propoſition deſcrib's? Do they tike'2 righe 
courſe to Know they are (fuch? Tt, That they are no: [cand ilous in 
lif- : What teſtinony or certain knowledge have they. that the 
Church may confide ip, that they f equent not Iole an4 vain 
Company in di!orderly N.ght-meeting} at pre pany hours, 


andin ſuſpe&te places, in unwarrantable Gama and Dcink- 
ings, 5c * notto ſpeak of other evils, 2 Ho wd>they 5 / ”mn'y 
ownthe Cryenm before the Cyxarch? when ſome of them having 
publickly ſaid, They do own it ; b*ing afterward a>ked in pri- 
yate, What is the Covenant which you owned? anſwered, [ 
do not kKNuWes 3Z+» AS for their Subjething them. lives ro the Governe 
met f Criſt mthe Courch ; Do they orderly ſubmit tothe Gy- 
yernment of their Family-Govyernoars, Parents and Miſters, />c ? 
If the Church know not that, How can they expeR thar they 
will really ſubjeR& themfelves to Chriſt's Government in the 


" Charchd Yea, if they have not beer-y-4ry and b:4vy loader, and 


then cameunto Chriſt, they are not fit to take bis yoke and bur- 
then upon them, LMatheri,28,2g. I proceed to their ſecond 
Argument, | | 

& Arg. 2+ Thechildren of the Parents in queſtion are euher chiles 
& {ren of the Covenant, or ſtrangers from the Covenant ; euher boly 
« or unclean, either within the Church or within: euher [uch as haye 


© God for their God, or without God in tk world, But he that con» 


© jJaereth the Propoſition, will not affirm the latter concerning theſe 
&* childrez : and the former being gramed, *infers their right 10 Bas 
cc G 
p11/ms 
R-ply. The more ſeriouſly I conſider their Prop: ficion. the leſs 
Tfandein it, roevince the. former, and the more, to conclude the 
latter ; vi7. T hat if a man haveno more then the Propoſition 


| bolds forth, he may be a ſtranger from the Covenant, unclean, 


and without the Church, in Scripture account R.1.9 6,7 8. and 

without God in the' world ; through wane of faith in Chriſt, 

w!ereby the heart is purified, and men bayve an intereſt in Cluilt, 

andin God through Chriſt, I, V9} (21-0 

© Arg. 3, ſodeny the Propoſition, would be 1, To flrairen the 
* race of Ciariſt in the Goſpel-wrfpenſatin, &Cc.. 2; Td render the 
& Wpuldyen of. the Iemry.when they (hall be cAiiedy 1 4 worſe condition 
118 
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«c then under legal Adminiſtrations, contrary to Ter. JO 19 Ezek. 27: 
Cc 25,26, 3, To deny ihe appication of the mmitratory Seal to [uh 
&« 4, regularly ſtand m the Courch and Copenant, &C, 4. To break 
© (/ods Covenant, by denying the mntiatory Seal to thoſe that are it 
&« ,ovenan', Gen. 17.9,10,14. 

Reply. Te contrary to all, and every one of thele, is true, 
For, 1. Itenlargeth the Grace of Chriſt in the Goſpel-diſpenſas 
tion by ſhewing that Chriſtian Churches are in a more ſpiritual 
and graciuus f:aime and itate, then the Jews of old were, under 
Le;.al Diſpenſations : which therefore are not continued and 
Pp Pagited by a natural ſucceſlin, as that National Church was, 

ut by Gods ..ﬀUlng them wih an holy calling, according to his purpoſe 
ed gr.c.,2 Tim. 1.9, andadding thereby to the Chriftian Church 
ſuch as, ipthcir charitablejudgement, ſk. be ſuved, Afts 2.43% 

2, Ir dec/areth that the ſtate of the Jews, when they ſhall be. 
called, will be far better then it was under Legal D.{penfationsy 
yea, then the conditiun of the Gentiles is now. For, under the 
Law, their light and hclineſs was defeRive, and Chriftian Cl ur 
ches now, how careful ſoever they be in point of admittance, 
cannot avoid the creeping inof Hypocrites : but the Jews,when 
they ſhall be called, ſhall have a far greater mealure of. light and 
bolineſs. then was to be found in frmer ages of the Churches, 
and all the Members of the New /er«/ulem. ſhall be El. twey 
And their children ſucceſſively ; and no Hypocrite ſhall be» ingked 
With them, Rev.21.6-22, ,, 3. Nor doti the deniat of the Piv-p0+- 
ſition,infer a denial of tle application of the initiatgry Seal to ſuch 
as ſtand regularly in the Cburch and Covenant : bur the contrary. 
4.Nordoth it break Geds Covenant,by denying Baptiſm to lucb as 
ate regularly in Coyenant, Thele are Accuſations without Proof. 

* Arg. 4. Confederate viſible Selrevers, though but mm the loweſt 
vs d-gree,( uch are to have their children baptized : But ths Parents in 
"* queſtion are corfede, ate viſible Pehevers, -t leaſt in ſome degree« 

_ Kepiye The »4jwr being granted; the mmor is denied- For, 
T. Aſlthat is ſajd in the, Propoſition, may be affirmed of ſundry 
That baye not viſible ſaving Faithin Chriſt, in the loweſt degr*es 
Therefore tt ele are no ſvthcicnt grounds for charity to account 

aicm Belieyers, ip Chit, in the 7 degree, Let them that ae 
aan. 6 E 2 | to 


— 


F 
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to be admitred into Memberſh.p, by the'r perſonal right, ſhews 
bow Faith was wrought, ard how it works in them, in the loweſk 
degree : then the Church will bave fume ground for their Cha» 
ritable j1dgement concerning their firneſs for regular C burchs 
memberſhip and communion, 2. Nor are th* ch.jdien cf the 

odly, qualified but as the perſons in the Prep. f1-ior's, Jaid to be 

ait fulin 7.c.1,6, whether we under ftind that | ext ina Mora], 
or Spiritual ſenfe : The firſt, is a fruit of Moral Principles and 
Education; tHefe are (hort of the quilifications in the Propo- 
ficion: The lecond, isa fruit of rhe Spirit - 7 /.5.22. Theleare 
Believe's in Chriſt, ts 16. 15. 3 Epiſt ch. ver. 5. and -are 
qualificd above what the Propoſicionrequ.reth, 3. They lay; 
* Chiaren of the Covenant, as the Paren's in queſtion ate, hate fro 
hs quent!y the beginnings of grace wrought mn them mm youny ev years : 


«c Hence this /ort of per ons, ſhewiny nothing fo the Contrary yz ire 3h Chan 
'Eriy, or to Eccle ftaſtical reputation, viſible Believer i, 


R ;1 . 1 |t remains to be proved, that the Parents in queſtion 


arechildren of the Covenant: They were chitdren of theCo- 


ye" antintleirinfincy and minority; and bound thereby, when 
they became a.iule,ty coyenant for themlelves and thr feed, in 
their own perſons, being fitly qualified, as their godly Parents did 
Þ fore them: If chey,being grown up to be men, pertur n not this 
Covenant, they cannot fitly be called Carey of the C ven 41 *. 
but [r4n/preſſours of the Covenan', wnd Breakers of it, © 2. The 
Argument is fallacious : Some children of the C ovenant have. 
bad Te beg B.ngs of grace manif_ſt'y wr 01u#h #9 Ilbern 11 younger 


' Je1?. Therefore all perſons of thus ſort, ſh:wi'g nothing to the cou= 


Frary, ave, in chariy, orfo E cclefi.iſtical r7:pHt 41151, vifule Bilieve's. 
Fhis A:g1ment 15 to be denied: both becauic it arvues from 
ſome Particulars, to irfer a General affi-matively ; and from that. 
which is poſitively manif: ſt, in ſome, to p: ove tt.e fame to bein 
otbers, in whom it is not pofitively manitelt, but o-ely they. fhew 
voting ro-the contrary :' which makes them at belt bur, Niega= 
Live Chriſtians, whick ts act to be Chriſtian: indeed. 
© 4+ Theyilay, They that are reumlarly .n be Church ( a4 the, 
EBar ems queſtron are ) are viſible Sams : for the (' hurcb is 14. 
eo SFIpIere Accomm) 8 Om pany of: Saints, I, COD T4 F3o.  ToZe 
KepJu 
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P- 1 | Both their Aſſertion, and their Proof of it, are to be 
denied,” © The :fT.rt.on is not true, that the Pater in que-/ 
| 00 arc r« g11/4 ly in the ChurC, Infants. and chil4-err in ini-" 
pority of co::f d-rate Believers, are in the « hu th, by their Pa- 
re fs Covenint ng frt'er, 1C: To 4+ Bar Pacerirs are Nt re» 
 |:1y i: the Church, t ll, being firly qualitied they confederare 
fy ih mclves, and het chikjren und-r a 'e, Att;2.39 (bang 
.al.hed jecordirg to rhat Prophefie concern ng th [c tin e« of 
the Gelpel, 1n / , 56.6, 7, 2. Tre Proof is not nmol ex 
fi, P -( wrote that Ep tle to the adulr Mc mbers regularly ad-" 
mitted nn: © full communion with the Church ar Co »/-1;; whom. 
he (tylertt, 54-0 fi-d m Coriſt feſwus,' 1 Cor. x. 2, and ſuch were” 
they"ob: wh-ym he ſp. ks in «ll the Chrorche! of the 5.41.1, 1 Core” 
14-33: 'Burrte Penis in queſtion, - being cer erty oy r0t inn 
full communion, are not regularly approved of the Churchto be” 
gy 1+ Thetcfore this co:icerns not them. 
Fuſs 1 hey lay, Deny m Covenant, and baptized, they have 
"= be. an R. -pent re mar frmitely given to them m the Prom: iſe, 'aud 
Wes 7 Fapiifa , Drut: 30.6, which conmues val.d, and joa var 
& ,:d teſtimony for them, wh le they dom rejets rs 
R ; ly. Reverend Mr. C:rton was wont to ſay, El& child/en have 
the 9: aCe vf the Covenuni;vit Far b and Repent. ance &CE, given tothe, 
1 and by the Covenan' yd ſealed by Baptiſm, Deut. 306, but the reſt 
have onely the Copenauc of Grace, for external mens f grace, proven wm 
the Promiſe, and ſealed by Bap'ifn pull ey reject them, This tefti- 
wony is true, and this Aiſtin&tion is grounded upon Scripture, 
K-m.11 7. andir is neceſſary, to preyentthat Opinion of Ui 
pe-ſ 64prſm-Grace, which the Armmians improve ro cftabliſty 
their darigerous Errour of the fnat and total Apoſt ay £ "_ ihe $mts | 
f-0+ Grace.” Bur God, who hatÞ promiſed, is fairhful; and'will” 
ds accordingto bis Promiſe; working tf;Qually.inthe EteR, io 
his-2ppointed time; tf.e-rrate promiſed inthe Covenant, ſo power- 
fly rat rhey! ſhall not refet- it; 'the reft fh:1] have the out- 
wadimeans of 'Gfrace; according ts his Promife, rill they reje& - 4 
them, as E/i# did. To theſe, Faithand Repentance are fot ifh- ' 
dfnitaly given iathe Promiſe, and ſealed*by outwarf Baptiſm; 
Sneithor was) wexea iorhe.Promile, and ſealed by ourward Cir- 
E: 3, aunciſion 
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eumciſion indefinitely: to thoſe. who, when they became adult, 
brake the Covenant, Whereupon #444 diſtinguiſh. d the jews 
and Circumc fi n, Rom.2.28 29. and anſwerable thereunco ig 
Peters diſtint:on of Bept;lm ' 1 Per. 3.24. Tier re ſuch as 
rejc& the oft. rs of G'ace, as all that I:ving under the m./a,.s of 
Grace remain unb levers, do 9-23-37: cannut be ſafd og 


' have Faith and Repentance indefflitely,v:vin to them in the Proe 
mile, in that ſenſe, wherein that phraſe 1» uſed in 2. Feie 1-4. | 

« They adde, ra s' Autiq not wee rruly j 0:44: , Fat theje perſons 
© are u1mediaicly fir for the Loras-Supper, &C, 

Rep/y. If they bave Faith and Repenran.e given them under 
Gods Hand in the Covent, and tealed by, Baptiſn ; and'if. 
they da ſo iectiye them, that ir continues v.tlidg and;fe 2vald ; 
tefti;nony for them : What can hinder. regularly fuch £hurch-, 
members frum parcaking of twe Lords Supper, - c* Thicy lay, 
* Becauſe, (hugh they are wn latin de of exp ejj101cy tv be ditonnted: 
« -1/able Behievers, or in numero fidelium; as even mantis m covenant 
* are, yet th:'y want tht 4b.Uity of examimmg themſclutiy, aud that 
* /þecial exerciſe of Faith, which 6,requiſne to this Ordmzanicgas was © 
«aid upon the fourth Propoſirion, | 

. Reply. 1, If any.man jeak y let himp ſpeak as the Oracles of Gd, 
I P:1.4.11. The. New Tefta'ren no where alloweth that lati- 
tude of ſpeech. to» call men yifible B-lievers, who never were re- 
gularly joyned torhat ug uber, nor tiuly qual.fied to r.ke bold of 
the. Coyenant perſonally for tl emlelyes and their children, | 
2. Nor can they be accounted B:lievers, or jn the number .f- Bes 
lievers, as infants are, why are [0.jked atouely as in their Parents. 
Coyenaut, being not capable of coyenantipg for themſelyes, as 
men are: So that there Is not. par rut4s betwegn them. 3» 'Viſt- 
ble want of ability. ro examine theml(elyes, ,ayd of that ſpecial 
exerCiſe of Frith which irequiſite to.rhit Ocdinance, 'argues a; 
viſt»? want »f that Faub wh C145 to-be-examined and exerciled, 
and 1s a jul} bar r0 the adgayrance of ſuch into. immediate and} 
p<ſongl _Ghurch-peaberſhip'...-as Well a 39:the Lords;Sup-; 
© Arge: 5: The denial oft Baptiſm 16 the cb drty 36 queſtions ha;h: 
"4 dangerous tendency. to lriehgion and Apoſpacy 5 behanje u, _ 

| ive 


, 
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<< them, and ſo the childyen' of the Church ſueceſſively, to'Vave any 
& part an the Lov, \whict 84-1; way to mate them cenlt from fearing: 
*'jhe Lore, Joſh 22:2 1,?Fo 

Keply. The children in qr ſ{tion,are children of Parents who are 


"not members in full comm union with the hurch,and ſo-not rep te 
-larly pe: {onal Members. If {ucty & the.r chikdven be deniild to baye 
'any rat inthe Lord, it ts the degenerate Parents, riot the Chut- 
-che+ fault. They who a e not in Chui'ch-communton; canner 


regul.uly communicate unto rheir ivfam-ſred a right and ritlero 
Biptiſm, which is the firit y.ffole Seal of Chu:ch-commmion, 


-2,.0-.12.13. '2. It is not"trae, thar the Churches denyirg Ba« 
"Pciſm) ro the children inquecſtion, iva d-tial of the children of the 


Church to have any pact in the Lori; fr (ich are nth, accord- 
mz to Scripture Rules. cHi1den of the Church fucc: ſively : for - 
th. Parents have cut off rthe-Entail of rhe Covenant from thern « 
&lves ard their ſeed, by their not confederat ng for themſelves 
and cheirs regularly. - 3, That 1hz7" dem s/ 4a > a dangerous te= 


*dency 19 Irreligion nd Apnſtacy / is nt provedhy them, nor can be. 


Thar Fext in /ob.22.24,25. ſpeaks nothing for the:radvantage 
in this cafe ; for the men there ſpoken'of, were Members in f.ll 


" Caggmunion with the Church of -Hrael, and their children,when 
they were grown up, were J ytted in Covenant perſon Aly, ahd 


innmediately wirh the: Lord'and his Church, by 4 {olkmin Cove- 


"nant, every third vear, D:# .26.29 18,” which was ro continue: 


in C.maanghron hout their generations,till the Comi! £ of Chriſt, 
So thatrkey had a part in the Lord fuccefficely, from which if 
they had been excluded cauft: flv, it m.ght bave can'ed their Chil- 


' Q-en'to-ceule from fearing the Lord Br Chriſt hath nor '#p+* 


P ned any ſach Ordinatice, Yo &ntioue ſuch a tucceffior in 


\Chriltian Charches %untder'rhe Goſpel. © Thert fore the Tuxt4n: 


=> 


7 «., doth nothing ar all concern the children of /Parents'in. 
queſtion, | INKS 04211 ) x01 
. Ihe rendency off the fullywing' Diſcourſe is to' prove; that 


/ 


© © Tic owns of The than of tB5fe nar ['ctfjriely commmure © 17 Coun 
' ** Venant io be a pattof the Church, sf far rom being 'deſtruttive 


Ges the purity aud pros peri: y of the C err ch a7d Retrgion iherem, that 
< $014 30pmtation belongs th the conttary | Teicn's, ; 
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Reply, They, who ſe conceive, have fuch grounds of that pers 
ſw fi n, asw.ll nat eaſily be cen.oved- nor are {o much as ſhaken 
by any e.g ſaid in their Byok. I will.ngly grant, that :» /eck, 
tu ce more hviy thin the Kulc, will ever 1n4 in wmpurtty in the iſ[we : 
but that cannot be cruly applied to thoſe who conceive herein fic- 
cordirg to Golipel Rules. Lec them allo prant, tl:at to increaſe, 
continue, and propagate Churcties under the G-tpel, by means 
not ordained by Chriſt under the New I eſt.mem, bur oppoſite 
thercunto, is to pather without Chrift, wh.ch will ever end in 
ſcattering .n ih- iſſue, - and crbeti, W hat will become of t! e purity 
and a es of Chrittian Churches? It is true, that the frame 
of che Covena..t runs, Tu, and 10 our feed djler $8 'n thety genes 
ya 05; butitiruſt be underſtood and applicd ſuitably to che dif- 
ferent conſtitution of Churches, under diff-icnr admin ſtrations 
of the Coyenant , under tbe Old Teſtament, and under the 
Gol el. | 

« They ſay, that, To keep in the Line, and under the infl ence 
© ana effic..cy f this Govenam of Cod, us the true way to the Crour- 
**© ches glory, 

*Keply. Ttis indeed the Churches glory to keep in the Line, and 
under the ii fl.:ence and efhcacy of this Covenant, fvcceilively, 
whentl;e Spirit, as a free A:eny brings any inco that Line, ard 
- Unc that efficacy of the Covenant. by ſucceſtivn in Fa'th, as 
- hedid 7+ tie Grandmother, aid Emi te Dag! ter, and Tis 
mohy her Grandchilde, 2 7i-.1.5. That vthe only tru Golpel 
ſucceflivn; wicn it is made viſivle ro t e Churches charitable 
"9s. nent, accord ng to Guſpel Rules. But that cannot de dovey 

y.lecting up ſuch. a! cer Hewperiiip 1 Chriſtian Cturchcs, 
; Whereby the infamsſhallbe bap:.zed, by a right derived to them 
- from Parents; whoate vot in tull copmunion with the © harch 
; bytheirperfonal Membe-th:p. W hat irflence and efficacy hath 
the Covenant upon ſuch Parents as ae n juch a Meu b ſhip, 
. wherein the Chu:ch jodgeth them unfi fur communion? and 
that, not for any Scandal ziven by them, afccr their ada: top, 
- but for the nature of their 44cer Men. ber i ls Tod lavouw ſuch 
 « Mcn. b-rſhip, 4s ſo fac from cutting off the prof; erty of 5:-#, 


and from b,ndung icf.om being, as in the molt glorivus __ 


- 
-”- 
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ſhall be, 4n eternal Excellency, and the joy of many generations, that 
= imputation belongs to the contraty. Tenent, which is here af« 
rted. 
But they argue ; © 7+ progreſs of the Coyenant eſtabliſheth the 
* Church, Deut,29.13, Jer. 30.20. Therefore the comrary doth diſe 
&« eſtabliſh it . TR 
Rep y. The Argument is to be denied. Por,it will not follow, 
chat, if God did eſtabliſh the Church of the Jews, beforethe 
coming of Chriſt, by ſuch a ſucceſſive progreſs of the Coyenantin 
Dem.2g.13-therefore be doth ſo now, As for the place Zer.30 20, 
where it is ſaid, that the children of the Jews fhall be as aforetime; it is 
meant only of their outward condition, that it ſhall be as good as 
before the Captivity, See Eng/. Amnotar, This place then is impers« 
tinent to CircurC.ſion or Baptiſm, But there is a manifeſt diffe» 
rence between the conſtitution of theſe Churches, The Church of 
the Jews before Chriſt, was, for the matter of it, of the I{raclites 
deſcended from 7acob, by ſucceſſive natural propagation ; yet this 
ſucceſſive progreſs of the Covenant; did not then eſtabliſh the 
whole Church of 1{rael in the twelve Tribes: for the ten Tribes fel] 
off under }eroboam,and neyer returned again, The Church of the 
Jews that ſball be under the New ers ſaiem, muſt conſiſt, for the 
matter of it, of Ele& and Sincere Believers onely,” both they.and 
their children ſucceſſively tothe end of the world, according tg 
the Propheſies in /ſa. 60, 15. & 50.21. /er.32.39.. Ezek. 37» 
25---28, P/al.102.16,28. and ſundry other places. Bat Chris 
ſtian Churches among the Gentiles now are conſtituted of vilible 
Believers, for the matter of them, among whom ſundry cloſe 
Hypocrites creepin, The ptopreſs of the Coyenant in ther, by 
Chriſts Ocdinance, is thus far ſucceſſive, that the children in mw 
nOrity of confederate yiſivle Believers ſhall be baptized, anc 
thereby bound, when they become adult, to perform the Cove 
nant in their own perſons, and to Confederate for themſelves and 
theirs, as their godly Parents did before them: which if they do 
' pot, thoſe Parents by their degeneracy ſtopthe ſucceflive progreſs 
of the Covenant : la which caſe, Chriſt doth not allow the 
Churches to provide for a ſucceſſion, by ſetting up a Acer Meme 
berſip of adult perſons, that o— viſibly uofit fog Chorch-com- 
eunion 


+ 
union in all Ordinances. Such ircegular bringing of men ints 
Memberſhip, will unayoidably bring in the corrupting of Rel 
gion, which will end in Apoſtacy, There be berter wayes tq 
convey Religion down'to afcer-generations, and to- continne a 
Nurſery in Chriſts Voczard, then this way of ſetting up ſucha 
ſacceſſfive Memberſhip, which Chriſt hath not ſacRitied by his 
Inſtitution; viz. The vigilancy and faichful; care and endeayour 
of: Church Elders,-ard Family-Ralers, to fit them for regulax 
Church-fellow ſhip; in the.ugog of all ſuirable means; with fer- 
yent Prayer to God in Jeſus Chriſt for his bleſhog upan the ſame, 
leaving the iſſue to his All-diſpoſing wiſdome, v4» worketh all things 
actording tothe counſel of - 45 own will; according wherennto, he. 
with-boldeth from, and addeth unto the Church whom he will, 
ttt 5.13. & 2447»: Nor caul but maryel bow it comes to 
pals, that they who ſeem to approve Mr. Cotrons Treatiſe of the 
Holmeſs of Churchs Members, ( which indeed is worthy to be 
highlyapprovea) do-a& as they do, in ſetting up ſuch a . Aeer 
Ademberſhipof adult perſons (as hathnu agreement with, his de- 
[ctiprion) who are fac from perſonal holineſs: The.youpg peqe 
ple of this Counttey, yea, the children of Church-members gee 
nerally, as well as others, oy commonly known tobe Profane, 
Vain, Licentious, Vicious, Diſobedicnt to Parents, Unfaithful to 
Maſters, Stubborn, Proud,.Scli-willed, and yet thele ſhall be ac- 
cepted into immediate perſonal Memberſhip, whereby , they be- 
come Copenanters for themilelycs ayd theirs; to-whom the Lord 
juſtly faith, asin P/a.50.16,;to 23. Thar haſt, thou to dy 10 take 
my Covenant into thy month ; WE 7 3s 
Obj. They have the moreneed to be-wnder the Watch, Diſciplinty. 
aud Eovernmentiof the'Church. "C4 JONID : 
Anſw, Their unfitneſs for ſuch-aniholy Fellowſhip, as Chri- 
ſtian Churchesare, being;:ſomar.ifeit, how:can it be rationally ex- 
pected. that they who ſubmit not themſelves to the Yoke of Fa- - 
m1]y-Government , will orderly ſubmit themſelves to Chiiſhs : 
Yoke in, Church-cenſures?- But, as the admiſſion of. ſuch; is 
without due regard © their Spiritual fimeſs ;- to. the apphcatiop 
-of; Cburch-cenſures to therny will be dilregarded. and {lighted by 
Wen, Lhe Charehes-will bays. tropble. exough With thew, any. 
| | | | 
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_diſhonour, and infection; and diſturbance by them, withoutany 

.acceptaticowith Godswhoml ſay, Hs bath required theſe things 
_ +48 yur bands {and without any bleſſed Fruit, either to the Chnreh, 
otto fuch Meer Aembers. For, God limits his Bleſling to his 
-own Appointments. W ben UVJzan pur forth Þis  kaand to take 
hold of the Ark, of God ( jorithe 'Oxen ſhack ut) the auger £ the 
Lord was kmdledagainſt O*Fahy: andiie made abreach upou 77 ah, 
-2 Sam. 6.6,7;8. becaule they. [ought inot tbe Loyd im the dye order, 
.1 Chron,15.2,13, The application is ealte, I proceed to cx- 
Amine their 11xth Argument. = 

« Arg. 6, The Ht arentsingqueſtion are perſonal, immediate, and 
* yer-contimutng {embers of 1he Church, ' Thisthey endeayour to 
provein the terms ſeverally;  *f' x,; That they are perſonal Meh» 
* bers, or Members 1 4her own perſour, appear, To Becauſe they 
© are perſonally holy. 2, Becauſe they are perſonally baptiteds 
* 3. They -are perſonally liable to Church=cenſuresr, 4» They are 
** perſonally, by me 2ns of the 'Covenauty ina viſible ſtate of: Salyatiits 
*5. When thty commit - iniquity} they perſonally break, the Cove 
* nant, | | | 
Reply, The Argument hath Parents for its SubjeR, butmoſt 

of the Proofs bclong onely to Infints ; viz. three of them; the 
other two belong oncly'to adult perſons, regularly admitted into 
.Charch-memmberthip, - which therefore doth not \concern the Pa- 
rents in queſtion. - There are two ſorts of 'Church-members,and 
doth are accounted boly : x. Children of Confederates in their wi 
nity, whoſe rigbt to Memberſhip is from their relation to cont 
federate Parents coyenanting for them ; whence they are holy, 
I C:r,7.14.,though met in their perſons, yet foederally & relativelys 
2, Are Baptized, though in their perſons, - yet by and for their 
Parents covenanting fur them, being incapable of covenanting 
for themſclyes, 3- They are perſonally unaer Diſcipline, and hable 
to. Chyrch-cenſures m thew own perſons. This is anſwered before, 
whea the third Propoſition was examined. 4. By mens of the 
Covenanttheir perſons are im a viſih e ſtate of Sulyation ; while no- 
thing appears tothe-contrary 2, Adult perſons, whole Men 
ber{hip is founded/in their own perſonal Faith, made viſible to 
the repulat ſatisfaRion of the Church, To theſe the othertwo 
| F 2 properlics 
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ies do agree: Y, That they are perſonally wnder Diſcipline, 
andiuble to Church=cenſures 1 therr own jeſens. Sce Propol 3, 
examined. 2. When they perſonally commit 121quity, they perſonally 
break the Covenant. This is not proved concerning infants, nor 
can be ; for thatin Jer, 11.2,10, isſpuken by the Prophet to the 
men of 7-dab: fothat in Ezck.16, 

« 2, They ſay, that Children are immediate Members, as ta 
« the eſſence of Memberſhip; i, ft. they themſelves mn therr own per« 
© [ons are the immediate Sutjetts of this Adjuntt, «Memberſhip, 
& rhough they came to it by m:ans of their Parents covenanting. Thy, 
3 they ſay, appears by like Reaſons as the former. 

Reply. By what is anſwered to the former, it appears, that 
perſonal Memberſhip is of two ſorts; 1. Pxrely, or meerly Pere 
ſonal ; ſuch is the Memberſhip of adult perſons regularly admit» 
ted: for their Memberſhip is both [#bjett:vely, and formally pers 
fonal, by their orde:ly covenanting for themſclyes. 2. Axl 
Per/onal ; ach is the Memberſhip of the infants and chil. 
dren in m.nOrity of confederate Parents. For their Memberſhip 
is onely ſtjettiwely Perſonal, but formally Relative, by their Pa= 
rents coyenanting for them, they being unable to covenant for 
themſelves. To apply this tochildrens Memberſhip, which they 
uofitly ſtyle Immearare : I fay, anfitly ; for two things. are requis 
fice eo the denominating of a « Member, Mediate or Immediate. 
I. Toan Immediate Member that bis Memberſhip ariſe 1, From 
bis perſonal Faith, made yifible to the Charch. 2. From bis 
perſonal Confederating with the Lord and bis Church, for himſelf 
and his ſeed. Such an oneis an /mmediate HAcmber, becaule his 
Memberſhip is from himſelf, as well as in higaſelf. 2. To 4 Me- 
diate te Memter, 1, That is Memberſhip ariſeth, not from bis 
perſonal Faith made yiſivle to the Charch, whereof he is not 
capable, but from his believing confederate Parents, 2+ That it 
is from ſuch Parents covenanting for him, Such an one is a Me 
date Member, becauſe bis Memberſhip, though it is ſubjetrve 
in himſelf, yet it is relatryely from his Parents. Whence it wi 
follow, that this kinde of Mergberſhip is peculiar to ſuch infants 
and children ins minority, onely during their non-age, This di- 
ſtiation of Meaare and Immediate ( burch-members, the mou 


(_ _ I 
of that Book exagitate Cauſlefly , ſaying, © At ronching that 
© 4;ſtinctzon of Mediate and {mmediaicy as applicd t0. Member ſhip, 
6: (phich ſome urge) we arg to diſtinguiſh 1, Be:ween the Efficient and 
« FE ſence of Member ſhip. 2» Bberween the Inflramental E fficiens 
« and Means thereof, which us the Pa'ents profeſſion and covenants 
« ;ng3 and the Principal E ficient, which us Drome I ſtitution, Tey 
© may be ſaid to be mediate (or rather mediately) members, «4 they 
*: become members by means of their Farents copenanting, as an im 
* trumental cauſe thereof. T 

Reply. T look at believing confederate Parents, not as the in» 
rumencal, but as the procreant cauſe, as of the childes natural 
being, by his generating him z ſo alſo of his Church- members 
ſhip, by bis confederating for him, and this by Gods Inſtitutions 
thereforeI chule rather to call bim a mediate member, then to lay 
be is a member 1mmediately ; bt ſhew, that the childes Member» 
ſhip differs from the Parents /pecofically, or in the kinde of Meme 
derſhip, For, the childes Memberſhip is Relative, in it Eſſ-oce, 
though Perſon', in its SubjeRt 5 which doth vary the Eſſence, or 

Nature of it, from the Parents, which is both in its Eſſ:nce and 
SubjeRt meerly Perſonal, Drvie Inſtitution giveth a real, and: 
mixily perſonal member ſhip to ſuch children by their Parents cove> 
nanting for them, asthe immediate procreant cauſe of their members 
ſhip, whereby the children become mediate Members, 7. r, med* 
ante P aremtum federe, which gives Being to the Memberſhip of 
ſuch children, and differenceth it from the Membetſhip of adule 
perſons. Divine inſtitution, though it doth not make every Pa» 
rent a Publick Perſon, againſt which Title | excepted in my. firf 
Eſſay, and whereunto I finde no Anſwer here : Yer it makes ſuch 
Parents. Coyenant to be Obligatory to. ſuch children, and the 

Parents a& in. coyenanting for the childe, to be the childes a& 
interpretatively, not formally, lo. as to make the childe an imme» 
diate Member thereby. | 

* They adde, Hence the Eſſence of memberſhip, is & Covenams 
* wntereſt,, or 4 place and Dok. within the viſible Church, u xeallys, 
** properly , perſonally and immediately. the portion of the childg by 
DivmeGift and Grant, Joſh, 22+ 25,27. Ll 

Reply. Thbe.intereſt.in the.Coyenane, apdthereby. « place.and 

F 3 p9r1190, 
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fold: T7 SACHA a/c} nf 
tion whith ind by the'Patents covenanting<fot him, and, 
9 is meditate, "2 AeM w9\:1ntereff alla portwh ;* Which is by 
bis owh covterfanting for binfelf art his childe, "and ſo js imme- 
diate, '' Though nothing comes berween'to fever the Adjunt 
from the Sbject; The C#ildr, from A. portion m the Lird * yer 
Gotnerhirg+EmS'berifeen to bing thar #,24c and $u2je27 ro- 
pether'; 4? The” Partars covenantong for the C WAY," which if 
it did not come between, they, would be [eyercd}'as'they arein 
other thildreh, wh have no'fach portion in, the ord, through 
their want' of fach' Parents to Eoveniantfor' them, Therefore 
the Memberſhip of the Infants'of <confederates is fly and pro= 
peply ſaid to be reads,” 08 th D000 toe airy VT 
'*4 Again, thotb thei yiſtble ingriFfng ints Chrift the Head, and 
« ſo into the Charch bis Body,ts ſealtd 'm1heir Baptiſm : and though 
*in ing afſing, nothivg comes berweemihie graft and the "Neck; Their 
& mio # immediate.” aefpt wget / XII 
 Repl},, Yet it will not follow,-that they are infmediate member; 
of The viſtble Church: For,” tht anipn between' Chriſt and the 
Church, and all viable Church-members, 'is not properly, bat 
MctapForically called Ingraffing; becauſe there is ſomeſimilitude 
of this 'Spiritual Union in Marerial and Corporal Ingraffing, 
Now ſinilitudes do not run on fout foer (as we' commonty ſay) 
it ſufficeth that they agtee itt themain” point of Union :. Whether 
that'Spirittal Union, which is likened ro corporal ingraffing of a 
raft to the ſtock of a Tree, be mediate, as that of confederate 
Infants-is, or inmediatc, as that of Parents and adult perfons is; 
both may be called Ingraffing, in reſpe& of the eyent, which the 
Apoltle notes in Rem. 11,17, that both, together with other branches 
or members, partake of the root and faineſ of the Olive-tree, Wuit- 
ably ro their union with it, Mediate Members, as Infants, and 
Children in minority , partake of Baptiſm, and the ſpecial In- 
traction, Prayers, Bleſfing, and Watch of the Church, by their 
Parents covenanting For them: But Patents and advlr, perfons, 
being inimediate" Mcenbers by their ,pcyfonal covenanting for 
themſelyes and their ſced,” partake of "the tot and fans of ibe 
Olipe-;rer, in all-Ordiriances, as, Thi Lirds S» pper, and liberty of 
BEV Voiung 


Pering in yh Gece 45 axis in FF erre4nl (yet img n 
ately.1n 1 berr own\ perfo1is.. #44 Knew 00 luch freer memberfhi 
3þ 6 ſetup, 9hb ſhall by their perlongl Memberſhip be onde 
tke Watch, Diſcipline, and Cepluregsiof the Gburch, and haye 
their children Baptized, but not partake, of other; Priyiledpes ta- 
octher, with other aCule Members, no offence interyening after 
LLcir admiBion,ta pat (them unger ChurghecForure, and ſo to dg 
bar them regularly. as deligquent Members, from full comm 
nion, So thatthis. Text makes nothing for them. inthe cafe of 
Infants, but much-againſt them, , in the cafe of adulg perſons meer - 
Memberſhip, Nor, doth that Text in D.t 29.11, , p;ove. that 
the {tle children were immediate Members of the Church of 
1irael, ſo as their Parents were. ., And though 7 be in Copenunr, is 
the formalis ratia of «:Chyrcbrmember;z yetit will nor thence, fol- 
low, that eyery Cavenantee.doth covenant immedigzely-for higt- 
ſelf; nor that every Member of the Church is an immediate 
Member, . Gr 1 9 4008 i [o  & vo 
* They-lay, Toaf.in Cveanty, is but, the infrumenal weaps 
"* of menp4e7 (lips -and.yee chilgren arg not without this verthitte,. Far 
the abt of the Parent (1bcir publick; perſon) is acorunicd theirsy and 
thy are aid toemter into Covenants JNeur. 29.11.12, 11.19/0 
Rep/ye, The Parents aRivg in Covenant for, their Infant-ſecd, 
bath been befare payed 40 bythe Procreant,cay{e of the clyldes 
Memberthip :/ nor anecthe .cbildreg faich tg gitgy. 1nts Garmaes 
Deui-2941, Oibgeile then; (in, and by gheir Parents Coyenante. 
Yet, asf all hey baye ſaid were dear, cheydegand,, - | | ns 
 #: Waat 16:4rthet: hildrer. want wte a1 atthy!, torApleaty propers.- 
* 4Hſef cy 41g wed tee Membtrihipsy$$ 2-4; u Cour nano mencys 
© n/y6b 14 Me fprmals rawairf mere frapf A ohh oy” 
6 a 4ity., "ts * Doping Griept injec d off $i Wh i the 1 wiped 
© Effiqxente! Ny the beidabieet ly tHetlarer brine a5 0. ke gran have 
* re 'c:ildren of hs firopl 4 portion m #45 Conch, aud pg oops them 
*"r9i be mt-mbers thereof "i 15 it angthef ;Cavenantiny s/w Hireh 4s 4 
* {uftrnndental: Mean {| No they have this; affo! rephtenuays by 
$:Dame Apprintnin's waking the) Parent a) publick,' prrſous! and 
*Pactormtiiy thee to.Curmenant indus covenanringe. | 01 1 


Keplye ALL that 'they: bave here exprelied , doth. not ſupply 
7 | what_ 
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what is warting to little children, to inveſt them with an «fa! 
Compleat, proper, abſolute, and immediate memberſhip. For, though 


they arein Covenant, which is the formals ratio of their Mem. 


becſhip, yer ir is mediately, (i-e. mediante Parentum fadere ) 
and fo their Memberſhip is mediate, 2. Divine Inſtitution 
#:ants unto tbe little children of his people ſuch a portion in his 
Church as they are capable of, during their minority, and ap- 
Points them to be ſuch Members, as fuch covenanting of Pa. 
tents forthem can make them, 3. This Divine Inſtitution makes 
their Parents Undertakers for ſuch children, and them bound, 
their Parents aRiog, to perform that Covenant, when they ſh 
become capable, and whenthey grow fit, to coyenant with the 
Lord agd his people for themſelyes and theirs, and foto be regu- 
4arly, if their own perſons, by their perſonal a, immediate Met 
bers. _ So that there is wanting unto children in minority, to 
-makgs them attual, compleat, proper, abſolute, and «emmediate Meme 
bers, A perſonal fitneſs in themſelves, to a& in orderly coyerant- 
ing for themfelyes, which is required in all adult perſons unto 
immediate Memberſhip, When one comes to be in Coyenant 
in one way, anJ other in anothec way ; though both are in Co- 
venan:, yettheſe different wayes makes their being in the Cove- 
nant diff:rent, and ſo their Memberſhip, - He that comesto be 
in the Coyenant by bis own immediate aing, is an immediate 
Member : He that comes into it by anothers ating for bim, is 
-a mediate Member, For, though we are as truly, perſonally, 
and immediately Membets of the Body of faln Mankinde, and 


by Nature Heirs of "Condemnation, as Adam was, though he 


came to it by his own perſonal a&, and we by the a of our 


"poblick perſon; yerthat doth notuir the caſe of Infants in que- 
' tion: for, 1, Adamtood as a publick perſon,' in whoſe loyis 
' @ll Mankinde were under the firſt Covenant, and to be happy or . 


condemned, by his ſtanding or falling, Do Parent is ſuch a 
Publick perſon covenanting for all his Poſterity, but for his In- 
fants, and children ici minority, while they are ſuch, leaving bis 
adult children to Covenant for themſelves, if he hath any ſuch 
Children, when himſelf enters into Covenant. 2. Adams Cove- 
nant was onely with the Lord, 'ngt withany Charch, asabe Co- 
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venant of co. federate Parents is3 arid therefore, if ,44.whad 
ſtood, his poſte;ity had not been Charch-members thereby, as the 
infants of Church-confederates. '3. Nor doth the Parents 
Lending his Coyenant, make his children Heirs of Condemna- 
tion, as Adams did all Mankinde.' So that this example of 
Adams impercinenitly produced in this caſe of infants, and their 
Parents confederating; for them, not as their publick perſon, but 
as Undertakers for their infant-feed by Gods loſtitution, Nor 
indeed is any to be accounted a publick perſon, as Adam was, but 
Jeſus Chriſt, for all that are in him, Rom... 14,to20, Nor doth 
their fimailitude of a Prince giving Lands toa man and his heirs (uce 
ce wyely, while they continue loyal, ſuit the caſe in queſtion, concern= 
ing Infants, who cannot be vilibly diſloyal; nor thar, concerning 
adult perſons not regularly joyned to the Church, as immediate 
Members, whoſe Parents were godly when they coyenanted for 
themin their infancy. For, tkey haye cut off the Entail of the 
Covenant from themſelyes and their Poſterity, by their perſonal 
dilloyalty: ſo that notbing is given to them and theirs by their 
Covenant which they preſume to uſurp, without warrant from 
God. They lay true, that ** A member is one, who, accordmg td 
© Rule (or According to dime Inſtituto) is withm the v:{1ble Chaurth : 
But that refutes nothing that I haye ſaid, concerning mediate and 
iomediate Members ; for both are within the Church. accordi 
to Rule and Divine Inſtitution, though both haye not full commu 
nion with the Church in all Ordinances, which is the priviledge 
of all adult perſuns, who are immediate Members by thetr own _ 
perſonal right, x Cor.5.12.” They frame an Obx:&.on thus : 

* Obj. If children be compleas and immeaiate menber 5g as (their 
* Parents are, then they ſhall rmediately have all Corrd-priviedget 
© as their Patents have, without any feerther att or. qualification, And 
they Anſwer it thus: © Anf.' Jr followeth nots All pri ioges that 
* belong 10 members, as ſuch, do beleng to the childrewas witl as tothe 
© parents : But all Church-priwileages do not ſo, A member, as (uchs 
** (or all member:) may not partake of all provileager, but thty ave 10 


© make propreſs, both in mensberly duties and privitetlger,” as thety ages 
.- and capacity, aud qualifications do fit them for" the jawits * - 
Reply, The jatendmentof' the _——_ (as 1 IE to 
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fhew, that compleat and immediate Memberſhip, as ſuch, doth 
infer-compleat and immediate communion in all Church- privi- 
ledges : But children in. minority haye nat compleat and immediate 
communion in all Chareb-priviledges, without ſome further a or 
qualification : Therefore ſuch children are not compleat and 
:mmmediate - Members , as {uch., Now to this, their Anſwer 
is inſufficient : For, the beſt Members have need to make pro- 
greſs in memberly | duties/ and qualifications, © fit them more 
and more for Church-privikdges. Yet all have that communion 
that ſuits their Memberſbip : /»fants, in Baptiſm, the Warch, 
Prayers,ayd Bleſſing of the Church, by their Parents covenarging 
for them : Adult perſons, orderly and regularly j.yned by thesr pers 
ſonal covenanting for themſever, in the Seals, Voting,and Cenſures, 
which bel to them, as fuch Members, Nordoth the Scripture 
any where allow the Church to admit any one by perſonal coye- 
nanting for themſelves and theirs, into any other Memberſhip then 
compleat and immediate, But Infants are not capable of ſuch 
Memberſhip,without ſome further perſonal aQ and qualification, 
when they ſhall become adalt, Therefore their Infant-mems 
berſhip is not compleat and immediate, | 

« 3, That their Member ſhip (till continues im adult age, and ceaſeth 
& not with their Infancy, appears, I, Becanſe in Scripture perſons are 
* broken off ' onely for notorious fins, or meorrigible impenitency and 
* gnbelief, not for growing up to adult age, Rom.T1.20, 

Reply. 1, ' When I affirm,that their mediate Memberſhipcon- 
tinueth during their minority, while chey are under the Inſtitution 
and Government of Parents, &c. I deny that that Memberſhip 
continues inadulr age, and whenthey are at their own difpoſal, or 
bave' children-of their own to covenant for : becauſe then the 
reafon of. their mediate Memberſhip cealeth, they being by age 
£apable of coyenanting for themſelves.. *2. Their firlt Reaſon 
doth nur prove, thattbe Memberſhip gf. all baptized in Infancy, 
continues in adult age : For the Text alledged. ſpe:keth onely of, 
uch as have been ceccived\intp compleat and immediate mcmber- 
ſhip-cegularly,by their perſonal Fairb and Covenanting with the 
Church vifbly, who are broken oft, either by the juſt judgement 
ef: <f30d;; as the: uabclicying: Nation of. the Jews arc,, or bythe 
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juſt Cenfure-of the Church. . Whereas our queſtion is, not of 
ſach, but' of adulc perſons, that break off themſelyes from. the 
Covenant;.by profaue neglect or contemptof the Ordinances, or 
unſuitable Converſation, Who everſaid, that'any were broken 
off for growing upto adult age Þ Such intimations ſhould be 

forborn by godly men. 

4 2, Tae fews children circumciſed did net ceaſe to be members by 

« growing up, but continued mn the Church, and were by virtue of thery 
«& memberſhip received in infaucy, bound. unto Various auties, and its 
* ſpecial unto thoſe ſolemn profeſſions that pertamed uno adult men 
« bers, not as then entring into a new memberſhip, but as making pro» 
« og in memberly duties, Deut, 26, 2---10, & 16,16,17, with 
* Ga +F+Zo 

Keply, 1x, That the Jews children circumciſed were bound to 
various duties, and tO hoſe ſolemn profeſſions that perramedto adult 
member;, when them(elyes were grown up, is clear enough by the 
Texts alledged, and ſundry other, W hereunto I willingly adde, 
that Baptiſm alſo bmdeth the Infant-ſted of Confederates to PRT10144 
Geſpel-duties, and efpecially this, of wſing all means that Faith may be 
wrought m their bearts, unto obeying the Callof God, and then holding 
forth their Faith unto the Church, that they may take hold of the Coe 
y:nant. for themſelves and theirs, and ſo become compleat and '1mme» 
diate Members, But 2, It is not proved, by thoſe Texts, that 
when they were adult, they did not enter into 8 new Members, | 
ſhip; rather the contrary appears in Deate26.17,18. For,'they, 
entred into that Covenant perſonally and immediately, not inand 
by their Parents, as they did in lofancy, Gen. 17-7. If covenants. 
ing be the Form of Church-memberſhip, (Which they affirm) then & 
different form of covenanting, makes a different kinde of Church= 
memberſhi Pp», Immediate copenantime, makes i-nmediatc Membersz 
Mediate corenanting, makes mediate Members. . 11 9 

Theirthird Reaſon is, * Thoſe relatrons of Boyw-ſervants. and 
© Subjetts, which the Scripture makes uſe of. 10 ſet forth the [tare of 
© children #n the Charch by, Lev.25.4142, Eztck. 37.25» do not (4s 
** all men know) ceaſe with infancy,but comtonue m adult age- Whence 
* alſo it follows, that ane ſpecial end of member ſhip received ws rf ancyy - 
is to leave perſons under engagement, t0:ſeryice and fobjerhed 4 | 
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« Chriſt in z5 Church, when grown #7; when they are fit forit, and 
© bawe moſt nerf its | 
Reply, 1, Thoſe Relations of born Serpirits and Subjets in 
the Tcxt alledg d, have d ferent reſpeAts, That Lew, 25. was 
typical, figurimn. the time of Grace, w.:creby now Chriſt hath 
freed u- f © the ſervitude of Sin a1d Saran, /-. 8.32,36. Rr, 
6. 14,18. t- b.come the Seryants of God in Chriſt, «-/ .5 22, 
iC1.7.23. Parents ard children, fo far a+ they have ir@ r (tin 
the R-demprio:1 wioaght by Chriſt, asthey are freed by him: f-om 
other Lord , (» they are bound thereby to ſer: e 11m all the dayer of 
their L-f-, Luke I. 74» 75s Therefore this relat'on doth net ceaſe 
with infancy,but continaeth in adult age, Bur this doth nothing 
Concern the thing in queſtion, Concerning 2A dts Merb:rſti, 
The other T« xt, in Eyeb.37.25, isa Prophecy of the calling of 
the Ele& Nation of the Jews, and of the ſtate of the Church 
under the Vew Feruſalem; the difference berwcen which,and the 
Chr.ſt;an Gentiles now, I have formerly ſhewn : ſo that neither 
doth .h.t fa the queſtion, But 2, Tgrant, (thovgh not as fol- 
lowing thence) That one Special end of memberfhip received in in- 
fancy, 14 to leave perſons under engagement, to ſeryice and [ubjection 


zo CLrilt m his Church, when grown up, when they are fitteſt for ut, and - 


bive mſi needof it. The engagement is ſtrong, both on the Pa- 
rents, To tram np their children, from their Infancy, in the nurture 


and admonition of the Lord,Ephe(6.4. and upon the Children, To 


know the:God of their Parents, and to ſerve him with a perfett heart 
and with'a willing minde, 1 Chron-28.9, and upon the Churcb, To 
exerciſe their Watchfalneſs, that both Payents and Cinldren do their 
duty, he!ping them alſo there with their Inſlruflions, and Prayers, 
and Power, which & given for Edification, as the caſe may require! 
Yet, when all this:is done, neither can the Parents nor the Church 


give Grace unto the Children; that, when they become adult, 


they may 'be ſpiritually fit for perſonal and immediate Megiber- 
ſhip; andto bringrtheminto it without ſuch fitneks viſibly, is to 
profane the Ordinances, and to pollute the Lords SanQuary. 

* Reaſ. 4, There i no ordmary way of ceſſation of 'mimterſhip, 


but by D:ath, Diſmiſſion, Exconmunication, or Diſſolution of the Sor 


Ce(y; Bone of which us the caſe of the perſons in queſtions. 
| | Replys 
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Reply. This enumeration is inſufficient ; there is another or- 
Jinary wav of ceſſation of Memberſhip, 5, e.. D:ſerti:m. Thus 
Eſau's M-mberih p cca'e |, and fo may the Memberſhip of 
others, thou2h they abide inthe place where the © hurch is; yer, 
if bin ! adult, thev ropard not ro pan wih the Church by their 

-Consl -n4 wm (Hate Corfederition, n..rto ft themlelve, fur 
it, tele deſpiſe tle Ciurch of God, And, if that is fefficicnt 
to Aepiive thoſe of all | hurch priv ledg's who were before in 
pe: looal and immediate Church f.lwih p, when t] ev forſake 
it, 1 /06-2.19 much more t.ofe who never had ſuch Members 
ſhip, nor have approved their Spiritu 1 hrineld. for zir,t0 the Clur- 
ches cHaritable judgement, nor truly &fi.e and end ayour foto? 
do. What can the mediate Memburſh:p, wh.ch fact had in Ins 
fancy, advantage them for continving thereby flil] in Men ber- 
ſhip, when be.wg adult, they live inthe breach of that Cove« 
nant, whercby they were ft under engagement in their Infancy 
unto ſ:rvice and fubj:Rion to Chriſt in the Church: ? 

'* Real, Fo Ether they are when adult, Members, or Nona 
© members; if, Non-membert, then a perſon admuted 4 Member 
* and ſeal:d by Baptiſm, nat caſt out, nor aeſervmg tobe, may (the 
' * Church whereof he was, ſtill remaining) become a Non-member, and 
© out of the Church, and of the unclean world, which the Scripture 
* acknowledgeth no!, h 

Reply.  Freemans childe (fuppoſe of London, or any other 
Corporation) was free-born, and might, in his minority, trade un« 
der his father; yet, being grown up, he muſt perſonally enter into 
the common Engagement of Freemen, and be accepted of the 
Company, as his father was, unto all Duties and Liberties of 
that Society in his own perſon; elſe he may not trade for himſelf. 
If icbe laid, Why ſo? either he is a Freeman, of a Non-freemans 
It will be readily anſwered, He #5 « Non-freeman, and that by his 
own def.cel', IF-it. be ſaid, He was Free by his Fathers Copy, 
and is not diſ-franchiſed by any publick Cenſare, nor bath de- 
leryell ſo to bez may ſuch an one (the Society whereof he was, 
ſtill remaining) become a Non-freeman, and out of that So- 
Ciety, cf? TheanlſWer will eafily and readily be given,. He bath 
Git og Fr exdome,, by not enirings 141 bis own perſons into 6s common 


G 3 _—_.. 


[ 46) 
Engagement of Freemen, to the Duties wherennts all Freemen ave per« 
ſonally bound, So, and much more july it is inthis caſe. : An 
adult perſon makes himſelf to become a Non-member, as to pri- 
viledges, by not performing the Duties whereunto be was bound 
by bis Parents Covenant for him in his minority, and by his noe 
regularly covenanting , as his Parents did. And this 1s. according 
to Scripture, which tellsus,that Circumciſion received in Bapriſm 
- may become, by his own fault, being adult, no Circumciſion, 
Rim.2.25., Thoſe Textsin Rom,11.16, x Cor.7.14. Gend17.7, 
are not applicable to the adult perſons in queſtion, but onely to 
Infants, and Children in minority, 
+ Propol, 6. Swch Church-members, who, either by death, oy 
« ſome other extraordinary Providence , have been inevitably 
© hindred from publick, attiug, as aforeſaid, yet, baving grven 
* ihe Church cauſe, uw judgement of charity, to look at them 
© as ſo qualified, and ſuch as had they been called thereum, 
* would ſo have atled, their children are to be baptized. 

Repl;, This Propofition may not be granted. For, 1. It 
granteth the priviledge of Church-memberſhip to ſuch as are zee 
attually and regularly Church-members,wbich is Contrary to Chriſts 
Ordinance, whereby Baptiſm,being a pablick Church-Ordinance, 
is due onely to them who haye a publick ſtate and Intereft, ſuch 
are onely the Members of the publick Eccleſiaſtical Body, the 
Church. Hence 1. An ordinary Miniſter cannot orderly per- 
; form an a proper to his Office, in reference to Chucch-com- 
;- munion, to any that are not regularly and aRtually Members of - 
; the viſible Church, without great uſurpation : as, if a man do a 
work proper to Magiſtracy, to one that is not under his Magiſtra- 
tical Power, be is an Ulurper, So itis in this caſe of a Miniſter, 
To adminiſter Baptiſm, is an a& of his Office-power : If he ad- 
miniſter Baptiſm to children, whoſe Parents are not regularly in 
Charch-order ; in ſo doing, why may not the Lord ſay, He isan 
Ulurper> Suppoſe an unbaptized perſon, profeſſing his Faith, 
and qualified according to the deſcription in the ſixth Propoſition ; 
yet deferring, for ſome probable cauſes, to adjoyn bimſelf to the 
Church, for the preſent, ſhould defire Baptiſm of any of theſe 
Miniſters wbo framed this Propoſitioo 5 Should they -——_ 
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it to him, and ſodo a proper work of their Offic® npon him? If 
yea; if they admit him to Bapriſm, why not to the Lords Sup- 
per, andto the choice of Officers, and to the Cenfures of the 
Church, either aRively orpaſiyely ? for all theſe ave ARions and 
Ordinances of one general nature: and it is meerly bis want of 
Church-order that Hs him from them, 2. The Church may 
not receiye into any priviledge of Church-communion, ſuch as. 
Baptiſm is, (whateyer cauſe they ſeem to have, in the judgement 
of charity, to think them fit for Church-memberſhip, and ſuch 
 @ had they been called, would have ſo attia) until they be aQtually: 
in publick Church-order ; no more then the children of eyery 
good SubjeR of the King, may be admitted into the ſpecial Pre- 
Togatives of a Corporation, Whereof themlclyes, or their next 
Parents are not regularly free. All things mrſt be done i order, 
x Co 014-40, whereunto, what is more contrary, then that he, 
whois not regularly and perſenally of a publick Society, ſhould 
'daye Fellowſhip in a pablick Friviledge, proper to that Society F 
Yet they ſay 1445, which the Propoſition bolds forth, « manfeſt : 

* 1. Becauſethe main foundation of the right of the chilae to pri» 
© oiledge, remains 3 Vize Gods Inſiutution : and the force of kis Ce= 
#* en4nt Carrying 14 10 the generations of ſuch as are keepers of the 
« Covenant, i.e, not viſible breakers of it, &Cc.. | 

Reply, The Parents of the- children in queſtion are vifivly 
breakers of the Covenant, which was ſealed to-them by Biptiſmz. 
in their Infancy, and obliged them to feryice and ſubjeRion to 
Chriſt in his viſible Church, baving confederated perſonally and 
regularly for themfclyes and' theirs, as their Parents did before: 
tbem, If they donor this, they are out of that order, by their 
own fault. wherein they might haye given their child: enright ro 
Baptiſm, according to Chriſts Inſtitution. That right which Pa- 
rents have not for therlelves untoBapriſm if they wereunba ptized,. 
they cannet veto their children. They who ate not Members: 
intheir own perſonal and immediate right, cannot give a right; 
of memberſhip to. their children. And though' their Mcmber- 
ihipin Infancy was d.ſtin& from their Parents, yer being onely 
mediate, by their Parents covenanting for them, it ceaſerb, when 
they becomeadulr, by theic own faulc, ig tbat they — the 
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derly joyned to the Charch, immcdiately, by their perſonal coys: 
nanting for theralelyes and theirs, regularly. | 

« 2. Becarſe Parent; no: doing what 4s required in the fifth Proa 
© poſuongs through want of opportunity 3 which us not to be umputed 
© 44their guilt, jo asto be a barre of the Childes privileage. 

Rep. 1, Ir bath been already proved, inour examining the 
fifth Propoſition, that mote is required to fit one that is adult, for 
Church-memberſh'ip, then is there expreſſed, viz. Fauh m ( briſt 
made viſible tothe Church, without which they are not regularly 
Church-members. Now Baptiſm adminiſtred by ordinary 
Church- Officers, to ſueh as are out of Church-order, is profaned, 
as Circumc,ſion was by the Shechemites, and would have been by 
the 1ſhmacltes, and Ecemites, and the polterity of Atraham by 
Keturah, if it had been adminiſtred to their children, when their 
Parents were not joyned to the Church of God, or abode not in 
It, in the Families of Abraham, 1/4ac, and f acot, For, 1+ One 
end of Baptiſm now, (as it was of Circumcifion then) is to ſel 
Church-communion, x Cor, 12. 13. it is apublick Teſtimony of 
the Admiſſion of the party baptized into the Family, of God, ' 

The Father, Sun, and Holy Spirit, into whoſe Name he.is baptized, 
© M4t.28,20, eitherimmediately, if he be adult, by his perſonal 
Covenaantiny for hin;ſelf and his feed; or mediately, if in his mi- 
nority, by his next inm.ediate Parents Covenanting for bim, This 
the Parevt inqueſtion hath not done, Hence the want hereof is 
a bar t9 bischildes Baptiſm. 2. The regular and lawful uſe of 
B:ptiim now (as of Circumciſion of old) preſuppoſeth both 
Gods Promiſe, and bis Faith, who isto uſe it, either upon him» 
dclf, orupon bis Infant. Therefore he that preſumeth ro ule it, 
being not ſo qualified yifibly, (v:7. not having before the Pro- 
mile of .Chritt, and Faith for Juſtification with Abrahan.) doth 
be not tieacl:;erouily uſurp the Great-Seal of the King of Heayen 

and Earth? If not, ſurely it had ne:d to be ſoundly cleared, 

** 3. Ood reckoneth that as done in tits ſervice, to which there 
** W45 a manifeſt deſire and endeavoar, aibcut the atling of ut be ku 
© ared, &c | 
, Reph. Wemuſtdiſtioguiſh between private and publick Ser- 
VICE 40 a publick itatg and order, 1, Ia private Service, God 
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accepts the will for the deed, when'the <R'ng of ith; bindred; th 
ther by God hitptclf, as: Sens Fabrifitivg is Son; and Da 
building the Tewple 3 or þy the partievinability ro'do fo muchas 
he would, as in:hat cf: > Cor, 8.12, and the like, 2, Butin 
publick Service. in a publick ſtate and order, he doth nor accept 


of 'that as done whick 1s not done, ſo fat as to bring them into that 


fiate and order, whatſocver their defires and endeavours have 
been'; for this were to. overthrow and ſubyert thar Order, which 
God hath by his Inſt.turion eſtabliſhed, and to brivg in Confuſion, 
Will God accept a man in doing a&ts of Office- power proper to 
a Miniſter of a Charch, becauſe tedefired and endeavoured to be 
a Miniſter, when he is not aQtually and regularly in Office > Or 
may a Church receiyz unto Fellowſhip of the outward Seals of 
the Covenant, ſuch as arenot aQually and regulaily joyn-d to the 
Church , becauſe they deſired and endeavoured to be of the 
Church, albeir their joyning with tte Church was hindred? To 
be baptized, in yoto, will nothing adyantage any to Church- 
tcllowſhip, though a Martyr, # voto, 1s accepted of God as a 
Martyr; becauſe thongh God fearcheth and Kknoweth the Learr, 
yet the Church doth not : - Dez ocewlizs non judicat Eceleſi.c; fecret 
things belong to God, but revealed things to men, and things are 
not manifeſted tothe Charch, otherwiſe then by congrugus att- 
ings: nor, in this caſe, can they or theirs bave a tight ro ch- 
priviledges, otherwiſe then by aQualjoyning witb' the Church. 

© 4. The terms of the Propofitun inport that incharity, that us 
© bere done interpretatively, which 1s mentuoned to be done in the fif h 
* Propoſiion expreſly. | 
” Reply. "Et. le's an unwarrantable charity that- makes ſach an 
interpretation 3 for it is wirhout warrant of any Ruled Scripture, 
or in good Reaſon. '2. If that which is mentioned to be done 
inthe 6fch Propoſition-expreſly, is here done interpretatiyely, 
both being put together, willnotavail to put the Parent regularly 
into Chu;ch-fellowſhip,in anyſenſe, and to givebis Irfanta rigbe 
eo Baptiſm thereby. ' For; by Ckriſts Ordinance, onely adult per- 
ſons; who haye true Faith in Him, and Holineſs; ate aduic Men 


bers of ehe-invifible-Chutch, and the [awe perſons; meking holy ” 


Frofeliion thereof' outwardly m_ order of him appointed; 
ea | wa, 


&: 


be Members of theviſible Church z and they oncly can give - 
lafaar-ſced. 2 right voto Baptiſm, _ For.Jeving wib1us fac 


ter 


ervice, whereof Baptilm is one ; and ſeeivg Gad hath appujats 


edus to Worſhip him, both io it, and io all other publick Daties 
and Services, ſoas we may pleaſe him therein: Ic followeth ne« 
eſfarily, that he requireth true viſible Faith in all whom he privy» 
ſedgeth to baptize their Infants, which yet 1snot expreſly requized 
in the fifch Pcopotitioo, nor interpretatively. in this, 
ET Pcopol, Ta / he AAembers o Orthodox Chmrches, being ſound 
 *';n the Faith, aud not ſcandalous m hife, aid preſemung dre 
&« 1eftunony thereof, theſe occaſtonally commg from one Church 
t ro another, may bave their children bapuzed m the Church 
«* whither they came, by wvirtne of Commmunion of Churches ; 
« But if they remove their habitatton, they ought orderly to Cos 
i enant, andio ſubmit themſelves tothe Government of Chriſf 
© in the C:urch where they ſettle their abodr, and ſo their this 
& dren'to be baptiyed: It being the Chr ches duty to receive ſuch 

© ut s communto), /o far 4s thay are regularly fit for the ſaymes 
Reply. Theregular Communion of approved Churches,I hook 
at as the Ocdinance of Chriſt, 'according to the 135 and 1a 
| Poſitions premiſed : bur this Propoſition is ſo ambigupulty ex+ 
preſſed, charie leaves we ih the dark, till ſore Queſtions be an» 
lwered,that the extent and compals/of the fenke and meaning of 
it may be bitter cleared. They diſtribute ic into 1wo, -patts, 
which" they endeavour to prove {eyerally : but neither of them 
are ſufficiently explained. In the firft part, I Enquirez What 
Conyrehts tht y «opunt Otthogox'{ whether duck onely a5 haye the 
Truh of DyArine, @5 It is oppolcyd-to Heterodoxies and Errours 
about the DoRrine of Faith, 447 « Chu5ebes. that are Herezicaly or 
fuch alſo which are right in Juadgementand, Precticeinmatters of 
Church- Order, For both thele the Church at C.4; was prailed 
by 'P.ul, in Col. 295,6: | 2. What conſe the Crm ch, where re 
Members of ſuch Cyurches defire to have therr ob;idren baptized, da 
take to know that ſuch embers are (ond In the F:ik For 
Member of an Orthodox Church may hold and mainrain danyes 
-F0us Ecrours, contrary to the Faich, 1-Colg,i2, 3. Win 


they 
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they atconnt to be not ſerndatos in lift ? whether onely ich as fil 
not under the cenfare 'f Civil Courts, or alfo fuch as are pity 
offenſive to Gods Peopte by their ſinful and diforderly walking 
For they fay, in their progf of 'the ſecond part of this Propoſi> 
tion, that, 10 admbnſter Bapriſms 19'ſych as walk in diſorder, wonld 
be to adramiifler Chriſty Or ainance to ſuch as are in a way of fin and 
thſerder, whith ought not to be dant, 2 Thell. 3.6, 1 Chron t5.,13. 
and woald be comrary to that Rale, 1Cor.14.40 4. What they 
account ane Ti (limony * wherher that which is given of chem 
the Church, from whence they come, or ohely rhat which they 
tay have from ſome in rhe place where they live, and have been 
but alitcle white, whether they be Members of che Church of 
not? "5. Whar they mean by their occaſionally coming from ons 
Chxrch to another ? whether they take a due courſe to know that 
their occaſion of coming, be approved by.the Church whence 
they come, or not? 6. Wheatheylay, They may have their chils 
dren baptized in the Church whither they come, by virtue of the Come 
munion of Churches? Quzire; 1, Whether they have Letters of 
Recommendation from the Church whence they come, whereby 
that Church defireththis fruir of Communtion with the Chitrch 
where they would have their childrerbaprized, ornor? Thar be- 
ing the orderly way of excrcifing Communion among Churches, 
Ro»1.16.1;2. 2 Cor. 3. Is, 3. foh. ver, 9,12. and, Whether the 
Infant.muft be baprized as' a Mentber (in and by his Parents cove= 
venanting for birojof char Qbarch, whence his Parents come, or 
a5 a Memberof \the Church where he is baptized, and where the 
Parent i4not a Member, but onely hath this benefit of the Come 
murion of Churches, that bimfelf is admitted to the Lords Sup- 
per, pro tempore, #nd his children to Baptiſm in a tranhent way F 
When thefe and the like Queſtions are Anſwered, 1 ſhall betrer 
know what ro fay tothe firſt pare of the Propofirion, then now I 
do. Intherreantime; rothefirft Proof thereof I hayc already 
ſpoken in my Replies to Prop'ſc tr, & 2. & 5. & 8. 

2. To clear rhejr meaning in the ſecond part of this Propolt- 
tion: Quere; 1, Whether ſuch Remoyers have an orderly dif-: 
mitfort from the Church whencethey core, ortot?. 2; Whes 
ther the Chureh where they (erde their abode; lo 
H 2 Fes 
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ſelres to, the: Government of Chriſt, or-not > 3. Whether all 
refuting, ro Covenant with any Church whatſoever, wh-rp the 
are neceſſi;aed to ſe:tle their abode, is to b2 judged co b- dil. 
ord::ly walking, a9d to ſavour of Profanene(s and Separation? 
4. Wherher ” the Church in that place” refule to receive t! em 
into Communion, ſo fur as they are regulatly fir for the ſame, or 
if they donot joy in communion wich that Church inthe place 
where hey dwclt, it b:ing not to be approved ; Doh this their 
pot being joyn*d, d. bar their children from beiog baprized in 
another Church that is approved > Theſe, and the like Queſtions, 
beiog clearly Anſwered, 1 ſhall underſtand the true and full ſenſe 
of this Propuſi:ioo, and what to ſay to it, . So much may ſuf- 
fice, for the preſent, for Reply to their Anſwer to the fuſt Que» 
ſticn, , 


« Queſt. Il. Whether accorazng to the Word of God, there ought 
 * 19 be a Conſociation of Churches * and what ſhould be the 
« manner of it * 

«Anſw. The Anſw:r may be given in the Propoſitions following. 
Reply. The Propcfitions following are eight. © As for the firſt 
four : The fiiſt, Concerning the full 'Power and Authority Ecil. 
fraſtical, within ut ſelf, of each particular ( ongreg ation of viſible Saints, 
in Goſpei-Oraer, furn:ſhed, at leaſt, wuh a Teaching Elder, and walk- 
”g together in Truth and Peace, And the ſecond, concerning 
The Siſterly R-lation of the Churches of Chriſt each to other, And 
the third, concerning The Union and Communion of ſuch Churches, 
Andthe fourth, concerning T he Acts of Commumon; 1 fully cloſe 
with, as well agreeing with the x1 and 12") Poſitions premiled, 
Excepting onely the fixth At of Communion, and that, but in one 
part of it, For, To admoniſh one another, when there is need and 
- Cauſe for it, I confels is an AR of this Communion, and: which 
may be proyed from Gal.2, 11,24, by proportion, But, for 
_ thatother partof it, To withdraw from a Church, or peccaut party 
therein, after due means, with patienct uſed, obſtinately. per (ſting mn 
Erroxxs or Scandals ; this muft be. taken with a grain of Salt, 
They refcrre ps to the Platform of Diſciplme, (Chap. 15 « Sect 28 
Paruic, 3.) Where they ferch'a proof for this witkdcawing, from 
| Mate + 


— _ 


_ "yy _ —_ . _— 
Mat.18, 15,16,19. by proportion. But there ſeems to be « 
three 01d ais pr Paris between thar ard this For, I, T here the 
Withdraw'ng is a conſequent and off tf ce Cturches authori. 
tative Cerfare cf an obftinate offenier afc.r ihe fiilk, and ( cond, 
and third Admoaition, the cftender bein, a Meniber, and lo un- 
der the Power and Autbority of the Chorch, and to be (o cenſured 
by the Church, to wi.om Chrilt bath given . he Keycs of the King= 
dome f Heawver, and hath ordained, that fuch 'an one ſhall be Ex- 
communicated fo his obſt.nicy in off-nces, which were material- 
ly of a lef[-r Kinde, but, by obſt.aacy of the delinquent, ; after 
ſecret, priva'e, and publick Admonition) againſt rle O:dinance of 
Chriſt tor his recldim.ing, becomes fura ally an heinous Scandal, 
But the WI: bdrawing of tier Churches from a Church which they 
account peccant, is an a cf different nature and kinde, For, it is 
not an a& of publick Au:hority of ſuch Churches over that 
Church, by virtue of he Kej's of rhe Kingdome of Heaven given 
to any Synod, or Council of Neighbour-Churches, as they t].ems 
ſ-lycs confeſs in their firſt Propcition, for Anſwer to this fecond 
Queltioa, 

2. The ſteps, whereby they proceed to this 1Vithdrawing, are, 
' I, T at one Church Admontſh another, 2, 1f- the Church under 
« offence, doth not hearken ta that Admonition ; the offended Church 18 
i 79 acquatnt oth:r Neihbbour-Churches wuh that offence, and with 
e« their negl. of that Admoni;ton : whereunto theſe ather Churches 
« zre to joyn, in ſeconding the Admenition formerly given : and if 
© ft. the offending Church continue in obſtinacy and 1mpenutency, they 
© may forbear communion with theme 

Kezl;, This is not, by proportion, according to Af.4h. 18, 
For, there Chriſt doth not allow them, who have proceeded in 
Adm-oniſhing, bur to the ſecond ſtep, to forbear communion with, 
the delinquent; whereas theſe Neighbonr-Churches are but in the 
ſecond ſtep Ter, they lay, they may forbear communion with them: 
Then they aſcend tothe third ſtep; * T's proceed t0 make uſe of 4 
« Synod, or Council of Neighbour-Churches walking orderly (if 4 
© greater cannot conveniently be had) for their convittion,. 1f they 
* bear not the Synod, the Synod, having declared them tobe Obſiinate, 
® paritular Churches, approving and accepting the judgement of ! 

| | H z * Syneds, 


OE 2,5 EINE PP 
bat Synod, are to declare the ſentence of N on-commmitn YeſefTively 
6 concerving them; and thereupon, out of a Religroms care to keep they 
& own communion Forte they may juſily withdraw themſclues from 
E participation with them at the Lords Table, and from ſuth other alt; 
* of holy communion, as the Communion of Churches doth otheryriſh 
4 low and require, Thus they ſpeak, in that Plarform, Bur,is 
this, in proportion, according to Wat.18. that rhe Neighbour. 
Churches may firſt withdraw, and then a Syned or Council of Neighe 
bour-Churches muſt be made uſe of for therr convittion ? and, if the 
Synd declare them to be Obſtinate, particular Churches are to declare 
FA ſentence of Non-communion, and then to witharaw themſelves from 
all atts of holy communion ? Till they can produce a clear Rule for 
warrant of ſuch a proceeding, I cannot look at this otherwiſe, | 
then as a meer bumane Inyention, "M 
'3. Though Churches way withdraw from a Churcb that is oþ« 
ſtinate and mperitent in ſome caſes, (without any ſuch ſvlews ſor 
rence of Non-communion declared by a Synea) yet, not for ſuch 
cauſes as a delinquent Brother may be Excommunicated by a 
Church, according to 4a:.18, For there, though the Offence 
tas in ſome leſſer matter, and private between two at firſt; yer, 
by obſtinacy againſt convincing light, held forth in thoſe three 
ſteps of proceeding, it becomes a publick and heinous Scandal, 
and fo the Delinquent muſt be at laſt Excommunicatcd by the 
command of Chriſt, and the Sentence of the Church, im obedi« 
ence to Chrift, who hath for ſuch ends given 1he Keyes of the K ing- 
deme bf - Heaven uniothem, But Neighbour- Churches may not 
withdraw from atrue Church for eyery Erroxr and Scanda/zthough 
rapnag and, in their opinion, obſtinately. For 1. It may. 
e the Err#r of Neighbcur-Churches, to think that to be lighr 
fom Scripture, which they hold forth for their conviRion, when 
it is avt from Scripture,rightly underſtood, and rightly applied If 
the Synod, by whoni this Book is publiſhed, ſhould conclude any. 
Churchto walk in Errour, and Scandal, and Otftmatety, whick 
ſhall/noe be convinced from what light they have here held forth, 
oor pracife accordingly, till what.is Replied ad oppoſirum, be 
ſoundly Refited, and their Allegations and Applications of Scri- 
Pruce, ttiore ——_ Sably cleared, and 11bdraw 
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commanion from thew, after the firſt, ſecond, arid third Admoni- 
tion ; and, If any Neighbour-Churches, far this ar the like cauſe, 
ſhould {Wivdrew-from communion With them, after the Admoni- 
ton of One Church, and, after that, of other Neighbour-Chur» 
ches ; They ſhould greatly finin fo doing, and ad. contrary to 
their own Doctrine in their ſecond Proof of their 7 Propoli- 
tion for Anſwer tO this ſecond Queſtion, pag. 28. where they 
lay, To refuſe communen wih a ire Church, inlawful and piece 
attions, 15 anlayful, and qujtly accounted Scinſmaiical, For sf tht 
({hurch be truc, Chriſt bo{dzih (ome communio with s ; therefore ſ0 
muſt we. Now the Charches in New- Englnd were approved by 
their Neighbour-Churches to be true Churches, by their giving 
unto them the right hand of fellowſhip: and an Errour inlefſer 
matcecs, though perfiſted.in againſt their Admonitions, (which 
"thay be from want of conyincing light) doth not make any of 
them ceale tobe atrue Church. But to Withdraw themielves from 
all holy communion with ſuch a Church for ſuch a caule,isT or«/ /c- 
paration from @ tr ne Church, which, themlelves ſay ,u unlewfyl,Llbids 
2. Thecales, wherein communion way be regularly Withdrawn 
froma Church or Perſon, are onely {uch-as Subvert the Funda» 
mental; of Religion, and are obſtinately perſiſted in, againſt due 
meats regula;ly uſed with patience for their conviction, beiog 
contrary t0.the Farh once giaen 10 the Saints 5 from.whence they 
may be.juſtly denominated Heretical, Tit. 330,11. 2:Johs were 
10,11, Or to, the communionof Saints ; from whence they may 
be jultly Ryled Sc4:/1natica/, Rom. y6.1-7,18.' Or to both, beg 
fallen from the Truth once recewwed 5 from whence they be jltly 
called 5poſtatica/,, 2/Tim 4:40. Or, if there bz any other ca 
of like henouſneſs. Bun caſes of leſktr icapectance, Churches 
and Chriſtians -ate to beexhoited to walk: worthy of thew cabang, 
wiih all yplin ', and eneekneſs,.m1 8b long-ſuffering, forbearing one ar» 
&her in lyoe: Endevowrmng to keep 4ht wwity of the. Sprrit in the bond of 
peace, &6. Eph.g. 1:2,2,.c- conduding whh bleſſed Pax!, that: 
(tbe majazhungs of. Religioobeingprovided for, and ſecured, for 
ler matcers): if, im any rbmg)e be otherwiſe minded; God ſhall reveal 
ever 946 »n's you Philez 15. For, in ſuch marters, godly men 
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the ſtrength, others f om the wetkneſsof their IntelleQuak : and 
the b.{t now v1 19 parts | RE. 

1 bave been the larger in caring this Point fornece (fury caiiſes, 
HRavying/tiws ip kearo/te four firlt Propoliticns, 1 proceed to 
Ee fif.o and fix ti Propotitions, 

"” Piopo!, Fo - Cunjotitiwn of Churches, ts their mutual and {0 
* len;ts A,reement- 10 exerciſe communion m ſuch atls 4s 6 forcſaid, a» 
* mong themſelves, with fpecial reference to thiſe Churhe!, which by 
* Providence are planted im a convenient viciny'y, though with liberty 
&« ;eſeryed, without offence, to make uſe of others, as the nature of the 
© caſe, or the advantage of the opportunity, may lead thrremnics 

6 Propol. 6. The Churches of Chriſt in thes Comry, having ſ0 
* goed opportunity for ity it #5 meet tobe commended to them as there 
« {ty ws 10 corfociate: For, 1, Communion cf (hurches being 
* commanded, and Conſoctation bring an Agreem (nt 10 Pratliſe it, 
« 1his muſt needs be a Duty alſ*, Pia]1.119.106. Neb. 10 28,29, 

Keply. Before I proceed to argueupon theſe Propotitions,ſome 
thivgs ſhould be premifed, in way of Enquiry, that the term 
.mway be rightly underſtood. Q4«re, Whether, by mutual and 
folewn Apreement, they mean a Vow ? It ſeen's by the I exrs al- 
led:ed by them, in the firſt Proof of the fixth Propoſition, that 
they meanſo; and therefore I ſhall take it for granted that that 
is their meaning, 2- When they ſay, 7L# ſulemn Agreement of 
Covenant muſt ve made wuh ſpecial reference 10 ( hurches mn VIC! 
©4ere. 1. How many Churches in Vicinity or Neighbour- 
Churches, muſt thus Covenant together * 2. Whether they 
muſt bave ſet times of Meeting for this purpoſe? 2nd who are to 
meet > Whether Elders alone? or others alſo ſent from the Chur- 
Cches with them? and how frequent theſe Meetings muſt be ? and 
whether the ſer times muſt be kept conſtantly, though they have 
no preſent need of counſel from another > 3. Whereas they 
ſpeak of Liberty reſerved, without offence, 10 make uſe of others, at 
the nature of the caſe, &&C, may lead thereuntcs, ©uere. How 
they may avoid giviag offence to Neighbour:Churches, if they 
uſe the. helpof Churches more remote? Whether they muſt have 
their conſent thereunto before they wſefthem? 4. Concert» 
ing the end and iſſue of this Conſociation of *Charghes 3 W be 
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ther they are bound thereby to acquieſce inthe judgement and de- 
terminations of r1hofe Neighbour-Churches, and to praRiſe ac- 
cordingly, whether they ſce convincing ligt.t in the Scriptures, or 
Arguments propounded.to.them, or Bots under a Penalty of be- 
ing judged by the reſt to.be 0#ftnare in Errour and Scaudal, and + 
accordingly in timero have all kuly communion with them wihdrayn 
from them? It ſegemeth, by what was before faid inthe fixth 48 
of Communion for Anſwer to the fuſt Queſtion, p4g..31.. that this 
will be the end and iſſue cf- this Conſociation unto any Chuch 
that ſball diſſent from the reſt, This Conſociation they endea- 
your to. prove to bea duty incumbent-upon the Churches in 2 cw- 
Eng/argde 1Ifhall briefly weigh their Reaſons. | 
« For Is Communion of Churches being commanded, and Conſo- 
© c;ation being but an Agreement to prathſe it, this muſt needs be a 
« Zu;3 aiſe, Plal.119, 106. Nebem, 10.28,29, 
| Kepo It doth not neceſfacily follow, till chey have proved that 
Conlociation of Churches by a mutual and ſolemn Covenant is 
commanded, as Communion of Churches is. Mor do the Texts 
alledged prove it in P/al. 119. 105, David ſwore to keep Gods 
ra; hreoms judgements, and would perform it ; becauſe, though he 
was not bound to ſwear, yet he had voluntarily ſworn it, and ſo 
Was under a double bond to perform it : for, both bis keeping Geds 
righteous judgements, and bis pe? forming that Vow, were commands 
edof God, Dewr.10.13. with Pſal,76,11., 2+ And bis Vow 
was private, betwixt God and himſelf, Hence it will not fol- 
* low, that Churches are bound to confociate with. a Vow or Co- 
yenant, after the manner bere deſcribed, which is not proved to be 
2 duty, and may be unſafe for particular Churches. That Cove- 
rant,in Neb410.28,29, wastbeir Church-covenant renewed and 
explained, and ſo was a mutual ſulemn Engagement, by entring in« 
$0 4 Curſe, and into an Oath (10 which form we are not bound) and 
Church-covenanting is Gods Ordinance, 1/a.19.21: & 56:4, to 8; 
& 62.5.all which are Prophclics of the Churches under the Go+ 
ſpel.. But berween the covenanting of aChurch within it fclf, and 
ſich 2 covenanting as this for the conſociating of Churches, there 
ate conſiderable differences. 1. Becauſe this wants Warrant, from 
the Seriptnre, which that hath; there bemg netther any Precept m Serie 
I pture 
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Con anding it, wor any Pattern among the Primitive Churches, 
planted or approved by the Ahoftler commanding it unto 1. 2, Noy 
i there like Rraſon for ſuch Conſoriation of Churches by a-mutn1l and 
ſelenm Agreement oy Covenant between Chnrehes in a vicinity, as 18 for 
« Conreh-covenant within it ſelf. For, the Charch-coyenant is ne> 
eeſfary, becauſe, without it, the endsof Church-fellowſhip ean« 
not be attained. For, 1. Each particular Church is a Spiritnal 
Corporation ; which therefore muſt receive its being from a Spi- 
titual Combination,or Feederal Engagement, 2, By virtue here- 
of, they that had no namural taprefſionto ſubjeR them to others, 
or to pivethern power over them, have muta] power each over o- 
ther,to command,8 conftrain,as the caſe requires; of which power 
they could not haye been made partakers without murual A gree« 
ment and Engagement. 3, Hereby they come to enjoy tuch 
Spiritual and Ecclefiaſtick Priyiledges, unto which none-can be ad- 
fitted withont the approbation and allewance of the whole; 
which-neceſfarily requires this Engagementto-the whole, which 
is by Covenant. Thus Mr. Hooker argues, to-prove the neceſſity 
of a Church-:ovenant, Suryey, part. 1+ thape4e. r.5O,to'F5, But 
the ends of Church-communion, (Whichy'is mutual belpfulneſs by 
counſe|) may be attained (without ſuch a Conlociation-by-mutuA 
Engagement) by the Communion of Churches , Which of it fe}F, 
withour any other Engagement,gives Churches a-right and intereſt 
In another way mutually for their helpiby countel, when their 
needs require ir, The Churches in Mew-England have, by the 
bleſfing of Chriſt, found the beniefir'of -the Communion of Chur- 
ches for ſetling-Truth and Peace-among them, without ſach a Con- 
ſociation, and may ſoſtill. 3, Suchan Agreement between 'Churches 
will become'a Snare unro ther, hy ſtraitning them in the-tiſe and 
exerciſe of their Church-power within them(etyes, in re proprigs 
Ts If; by-virtue hereof, they may not adminiſter Churech-cenf 
within themſelves, without concurrence of Neighbour-Charches, 
or Elders approbation ſought and attained thereunto before : Or, 
a, If thereby'they ſtand bound-under the fore-noted Penalty;to 
reſt- in,,and practiſe according to the judgement and advice of 
ſucki Chatches, having ſufficient light and conſent within them-- 
&lveparthout them. 3. Mr. Rutherfurd affirms, That s comve+ 
DL , | much 
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nient number of Churches, having ordinarily converfing one with an 
other, ſhall voluntarily combine - a7; 3n one Society ; thus laſt 
gives in the formality of Claſſical Hl ember ſhip, Lib. 2, p.320, He 
addes : When Gad hath made him a combined Member, now, by inſt 
turion, of one Presbyterian Church, not of another, though by ordinary 
converſe with other Churcbes, in caſe of ſcandal, his example may prove 
prejudicial aud infeſtuoxs to others, yet this Presbytery muſt proceed 
Excommuiztcation againfl bim , becarwſe be # cambrued veith . thems 
T bus, you fee, by this yoluntary combination of Churches, a 
Church become a Claſlical or Presbyterian Church, and the 
Members , by conſenting thereunto, become Members of 3 
Claſſical Church, and under the power of it, ſo as to be Excomy 
municated by it. And is not this Conſocjation to bElooked at 
as & Snare to the Churches which 1, Transforms them from 
Congregational Churches into a Claſſical Chuich ? And 2. Subs . 
je4s themunder the Eecleſiaſtical Juriſdiion of that Claſlical 
Church? And 3. Withoutany warrant of Chriſts Ioſlicution? 
Let us ſee iff there be more in their ſecond Proof. 

&® 2. Paul, a» eApeſile ſought with wwch labour the conjerence, 
| concurrence, and right hand of fellowſhip. of ather Apoſiles : and 
" ordinary Elders and Churches have not leſs need each of other; to pre= 
* went therr Canning in vain, Gal, 2, 2,6,9. | 

Reply, 1. This neceſſity was proper 'to Paw!'s Cale, who did 
fiot converſe with Chriſt on earth, as the other Apoltles did, but 
was as one born out of dne time, 1 Cor. 15-8, and ſo was more 


liable ro be objeRed and exceptedagainſt, then the other Apoſtles; 
ced men,. by 


land, each of them baving been-approved by rhe rights 
ga 
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3. The ruming in vain of any Elders and Churches, 
bitherto prevented by the communion of Churches | 
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Giſed, and ſtillmay be. $-.4t'3 a. 
| Iz : 3. Tiſh 3” 7 


(60 ] 
""E 3, Thoſe general Rules, rouching the need and uſe of counſel and 
& Lelp m weighty caſes, concern all Societzes and Poluties Ecelefiaſtical, 
* ar wellas Civil, Proy.tt.14. & 15.22, &c 
R piy. Iris true, and it is their duty to make uſe of them, in 
obedience, and with thankfulneſs to God, asneed requires, when 
they want light or conſent within themſelyes by virtue of the com,» 
- wwnion of Churches, without ſuch a Conſociation as they deſcribe, 
* 4." The pattern, in AQtS 15. holds forth a warrant for Counz 
& cjls, which may be greater or leſſer, as the matter ſhall require, 
”  Reph.” But, r. Not with ſpecial reſpe& to the vicinity of | 
Charches: for Pas! and Barnabas, and the n=. ty f-om the 
Church of «4ntioch, paſſed through other Churches nearer, to 
goto fernſalen for counſel. 2, Nor by virtue of fach a'Cons 
Rciuion of the Church at Ant/5oh with that at fer»ſulem, but 
of the commanijon of Churches. | 
* FJ. Concurrence and communion of Churches, im Goſpel-times, 
© 15 n2t 05curely held forth in 1ia.19 23,2425, Zeph.3.9. 1 Cor, 
© I1,16, & 14:32,36. | oh Sb ara - 
Reply. Some of thoſe Texts note onely a *communidn of 
Saints in one and the ſame Church. 2, None of them hold forth 
a Conſociation of' Churches as they deſcribe, | 
© 6. There hath conftanily been in theſe (hurches a profeſſion of 
« Communion, in giving the right band of felloy:ſhip at the gathering 
« of Churches, aud Ordination of Elders 5 which 1mmporteth a Cons 
& ſeciation, and obligeth ro the prattice thereof, | | 
Reply. Together with the profeſſion of communion, bath been 
the praftice of it in theſe Churches, But that this communion 
importeth ſuch a Conlociation, as they deſcribe, and obligation 
fo the. prattice thereof, ws nor expreſſed, nor underſtood, 
Worthy Mr. Corroy, (whoſe'Natne ought' to be honourable! a 
mong the Saints, both in 0/4 Ekgland and Nw) in that Book" 
which beemituled, The Way of the Churches m News Englzud, 
the ſixth chaprer}-ſpeaketh of the jon of Chches, tn 
ſhewerh (even wayes, Whereby it ought to be;Aandis, Tit theſ® 
Chaches, exerciſed. They do (as I apprehend) tedth A" 
Duties to be performed, by virtue of Church-communign!} 
tually, by each other: But of this Conſociation (as i®ishere', 
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deſcribed) heſpeaketh nota word; noe; I belitve; did apprehend 
any Neceſliry of it, 'or Rule'in Scripture for it; ++ Therefore, 
when they'ſay; Wer bout this, ye ſbdll want tn expedient and: ſuf 
fieremt cenve. for emergent Church-difficultits and arfferencet ; the con-' 
ſtant experience of theſe Churches, from their b:ginning, to 
this day, evinceth the comrary. 'And'thourh wr Way i charged 
with the want hererf; yetii is maſily, and by lich as would bring 
us into their Way of : Cl:flical C hitrches,- which is not-proved-to 
be the Ordinance of Obriſt; as thivof the Communion'of Churches 
is, and hath been found cfteQuyal,/by.rbe bleſſivg of Chriſt, and ſo 
will be ſtill, And though 1h15 part of the Dottrme of the Church, 
as they call it, concerning fuch a conſociation,it beir got proyed 
to be-the DoEtrine of (Chriſt; was never praftifed in.chele Chur- 
ches : For Wichout it, the Churches eirher bhaverbeeny orcnight 
have been,'and may be hereafter, kept in pirity and peace with 
Kcotherly love among themſelves mutu3lly, by-theiregular im- 
proving the communion of Chirches, which is manifeſted to be 
. theOrdinance of Chritt, who bath given us'perfe&t Rules ih the- 
New Teſtament, for the ordering of: the commuti- n'of Chriſtiaty 
Ghurches, which are ſufficient for attainmeur'of* the ends, 'fot” 
which Chriſt hath appointed it, according to the fecobd, third, 
fourth, eleventh, and twelfch Poſitions premiſed, With which, if 
this way of Conſociation of: Churches ſholl be cleatly proved! 
to agree(which I do not fEiydexo betyeb:dane) 1, ſhall readily and” 
heartily :cloſe with it) and (abmit-utno ie, © For it is ontly the” 
Truth that I ſearch for,and defire to bear witneſs unto, tharzwhent 
ray. time ſhall cometa Jay down this earthly tabernacle (which I' 
expect daily) { may give wpirop artannewith joys | 24 Andyit 'aby* 
Church be factory, we be the: ng on er," 
Which j$ord ined d&tortbe \thoſ# thiit- do" 
ev, whether (in Clhirch or by ant au - on 4 Every” 
O-dinance of: God hatHGdds bleſſing annexed; which weckn-" 
ag expect inehiti way, tillic be proved tro be Gods Ordinance, 
Which yet is not done. vant £90T 
| * Propolſ. 7. The manner of the Churches agreement ” 
&« may be by the Churches open conſenting unto the things here det ) 

* mm Anſwer to this ſecond Queſtion; as alſo to what is ſaid Whi##i- 
I 3 * abowt, 


[a] 
® about, is Chap, 15,304 if. the Plarform of Diſcipline, with reſea. 
* renceto what u befrix expreſſed m Propefitiong*% (1 
Reply, +1f the C hurches do expreſs their Agreement: berein, 
- openly,” they do-voluntarily engage themſelyes, and covenant to 
praiſe according to the things declared, nor onely in the n+ of 
Church-communion, but alſo of ſach conſociation as is here ex- 
preſſed, which they have need to ſee ro be warranted by the 
Word, if they will a& accordingly io faith, knowing that whar- 
ſoever #8 not of fauh, is ſingRom-1442 3. What is aid in the Plate 
form, chap.uy hath been, in part;'examined befote in chap. 16.5, 
'-© They lay, The Synods Direftions and Determinations, ſo farre 
© 44 conſonant to the Word of God, are to be received with reverence 
© 6nd ſubmiſſ1or, nat "onely for their | agreement therewith, 8c. but 
* alſo ſecondarily, for the power whereby they are made, 8c. 54/3 
Reply, Igrant, that the Synods Direttiont and Determmationt, ſo 
farre as conſonant tothe Word of God, are ta be received with reverence 
and ſubmiſſions But What if the Members of Churches, to which 
they are ſent, do not finde them conſonant tothe Word rightly 
onderſtood and aPplied ? Are they nevertheleſs Rtil:bound to pras! 
Riſe according: to: the Synods D:reftions: and Determinations, be« 
cauſe the Synod coucludeth that they are conſonant ro the Word ? 
I{uppolſe; no Orthodox Synod, in theſe times, will acrogare to ir 
ſelf (uch infallible Aſſiſtance, as che Apoſiler, bring afſembled-with. 
the Church at } err ſalem, bad; Att: IF. (though. they argued and 
concluded ohely. from Scripture, yet that Councilcolldnot erre 
' intherrunderſtanding| and applying Scripture, having ſuch puides 
a5 the Apoſtles were) but will confeſs that chey mayerre in cheir 
underſtanding and applying the Scriptures, whereupon they ſeem. 
ground: their Dr at travis and Determmatioes, And if fo,-it'is 
the duty of every:Church, and the Merabers theicof, [ro examine: 
by tbe Scriptures whatſoever: Direitron or Ditermmation is/Pro® 
 paunded by the Synod, If theyifinde rhar they are conſonant to 
the Word of God, they are bound by Gods Authority to' teceive- 


withreverence and ſubmiſſion. If EY 
04, ragber ther man, Ats5. 29. 2 . This power of ynod 
ough they (ay it is but /econdary, and thar it is for their agree- 


_ meat withthe Word, which is the principal ground thereof, and 


» hae | $ P ] 
Kﬀithkoor which their Dice&ions' Dererminations bindenot at 
all, yet) they make ſo es 0 Aurtne 'any Churches ſhall refuſe 
to pta&ife according to th e@ions ahd Determinations.of the 

Synod, (though they have ſtrong grounds cf diſ-ſatisfattion a- 
bovt the Synods interpretation apd application of the Scriptures 
alledged by them) they will wwhdraw themſelves from communion 
«wil theme W bether ſuch an authoritative urging their counſels 
upon Churches be warranted by Scripture, let the Reader enquire 
and poor : and, Whether it will agree with what themſelyes 
bc fore declared, cancerning ve ,nolanſalneſ; of go gl Separation 
from a true Church : and, Viktor ener of it to <6 emer= 

ent Chmurek-aifficulties and differences ; ſeeing all' that are»god 

Fill readily cloſe with ek DireRions ———_ - rnd 
nods, as are cleatly confonant to the 


the Wordof God: and,if any 
obftinately will perfiſt in their own wayes, contrary to the Word 
beld forth tothe þy the Synod, the Givi Power is Gods Oxdi- 
*nance for pmrsſhment of ſuch evil deers, that the Churches may be 
kept pure and peaceable, in the' exerciſe of Church-communion 
among therſelvesin a Brotherly way, © Which yet is no impegi- 
rent to the Churches (and thar by the declratoty Semence of 2 
Synod, rh#t is, after dye conviRion.of a Charch that'is Heres 
cal, Schiſmatical, Apoſtatical,. of the'like, with dve patience ex 
erciſed) to-withdraw bh. right hand o fellowſhip” from ſuch as make: 
'theniſelyes worthy, by their obſtinacy againſt the pit cleatly 
*held forth from Scriprate, to be'rejet#4, 25 nor true Chorches of 
Chriſt, © Yer this they maynot regularly do,"meerly for their Dit- 
Fenting fromthe Determinations of ithe Synod; apon Tohſcien- 
tious grounds, and in leſſer matters, \ "What is before expreſſed in 
the fifth Propoficion, bath been already examined.. 
« Propol. 8. concerneth The manner of. exerciſmg and fig 
© (bai Communion, which this conſent and agreement ipecially tendet 
©unto, which, they ſay, may be, by making uſe occaſionally of Elders, 
& or able Brethren of other Churches ; or by the more ſolemn Meti= 
& ings of both Elders and _Meſſengers, m leſſer or greater Councils 
6 as the matter ſhall regurre. Such Meetings, for the end ſpeci-- 


fied, being rightly-ordered, and carried on in a Brotherly way, , 
by men ſincerely affected to eſtabliſh Truch with Peace ihe x 


? [ 64 ] 7." 
Churchgs of the Saints, according to the Rules given pnto us by 
Jeſus Chriſt, our Lord and Law-giver, I do fully approve, as of 
profitable uſe, by the Bleſſing of Chriſt, for the good of the 

Churches. | | 


The Reyerend Author's POSTSCRIPT. 


Chriſtian Reader, 


Heſe Lines and Labouys of Love (I truft) to the King of 
Saints, «nd h;s SubjeRts and Laws, 1 leave with thee, with 
the wiſe peruſall and conſideration of them, © The iſſue and ſuc= 
ceſs, I commit unto the onely wiſe God, and our Father m 7 eſus Chriſt, 
deſiring all thoſe into whoſe bands it may come, to receive nothing ſaid 
by me, further then they ſhall finde ut conſonant ta the Word of God 
$n the Scripture, fpecially of the New T iſtament : And that, if they 
diſſent m any paricculars, they will gratifie me with notice thereof, to= 
gether with their Reaſons z whom they ſhall finde thankful for ſuch 
belp, and ready to embrace any Truth that us yet hidden from me ; 
and that no man will ſuſpeft that I ſeek, any thing m this Ellay, bus 
Truth with Peace, l:ft they become judges of , evil thoughtis Fares 
well in our Lord jeſni, who ts the Truth, Let bus good Spirut lead us, 
nd all 11s Churches and People, into wayes of Truth and Peacez and 
Fſtablifh owr goings in theſe wagers Amen, 


(42 + - YouraſſuredFriendand Brother, 


F. Bu ' 
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CONSIDERATIONS 


| UPON 
THE SEVEN PROPOSITIONS 


Concluded by the SYNOD fitting at BOST ON; 
7 une 309), 166 2, 


————T' — 


D —— 


By the Reyerend, Mr. Nicnotas $STREdrt, Teacher of 
_ the Church of Chriſt at Net-baven, 


—————————_——_—_— — 


fe His Pbraſe, «Members of the viſible Church, in the 

$53 farſt Propoſition, 1 take to be explained in the ſe» 
cond Propokition, | 4:3 

LASER IN. By this Phraſe in the ſecond Propoſition, 
Their Infant-ſeed, 1 ſuppoſe is meant onely their legitimate infant- 
ſeed, and is not to be extended to illegitimate children z againft = 
Which a trong Argument way be gathered from Dewr.23.2,  * _ 
III, Theſecond Propoſition doth ſeem ro:diffioguiſh of Mem 
bers in particular Churches : Some are {aid to be ( onfederate viſible 
Believers 3 whereby, I ſuppoſe, is meant, ſuch as baye immediately 
and perſonally taken hold of the Covenant themſelyes, both for 
themſelyes, and for their-ſetd:: for itis manifeſt, that it is (poKken-of 
ſuch as are mace contradiftin& to an infant-ſeed, that cannot thus 
do. Some are {aid to be Ther infant-ſeed,(i.) children m mmority &c, 
And how come theſe to be Members ? The laſt words in the Pro- 
poſition do ſhew ; which are, Whoſe next Parents, one or both, are 
m Covenant ; which doth imply at leaſt, that they become Mem- 
bers in and by their next Parents —_ them, . Hence 
the ground of the diſtinftion of Memberſhip into Inau_s 
K 


- 


ae; ia _reſpet 
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and Mediate is very clear, 8# Argument may be thus framed ; 
Such as1s the ratio formali of the Memberſhip, fuch is the Mem. 


berſhip, ſomay irbe 4 RingviſBicd arfil denominated. Bar Con- 
Federation, which is the -419"forwmnelts of 'rhe Meniberſhip, is im- 


12K 1 arent, inthe Childemediate, Er. 
BY 10 ig A C demefpre, 


Gece) in ewberſbip is pranted, beth in this fecond 
Propoli-ion, and ſome others afcer ; and if this diſtin&ion to ex- 
preſs the difference be not pfoper, let ſome better be la'd down, 


that doth pgr and fully {uit the gature of cbe thing, and 
We YN ASTOR mean tirhe we ſhall hold to this, as 


concewingg thts thy adaantingy Fitronld, be a /g00d meads to 
LS ALE to Preyent many unprofitable and 


u:co vfortable diſputes, and bthe; great 1ncopveniences, which, . 
the cejeting of it-will unavoidably wake way unto. - 
IV. T bis clauſe in the third Propaſiion,, When gromn uf, are 
eb fonall "Dre n Ib "W 4h, Dies the, ant G averhment '0 f the Gs! , 
bad need b: warily-andetſto6d,/and dotlycall'for forme clear expli- 
cation For, if it be meant. that they are in the ſame way, and 2s 
fully under the D [*:plne and Government of the Church, as thoſe 
who, io'their owin.perfors have-taken hold'of the Covenant, te 
canngs be affratedunto;: Fot then, in'cale of -fuch delinquency, 
2$ doth Call for Excommunication in atother Member, they are 
farmgly- ro/ be: Excommunicated.. - Bur»this' may not be admit- 
ted, | For, / jiN[ yi 1 | | | | 
{\nJ+ Fqrwal Excommunication doth not fuit their ſtate; they 
are witvig the Charch bnely meararehy, by their Parents confedera- 
tiont/Therefore areinot ro beexfbout of the Charch immheavarely 
ard. perſonally by formal Excommunication.' 2, Belides , they, 
of Rrenpth; weat; andinreſpet of fate, dead : 
elpecially , being\cooſtdered as in-this- third Propoſition, without 
q44/efirargonr,even ſuch as aremendiontd in the f th Propoſidon, 


whichyct are /eparable from rwhievand ſaving frace: They ae too 
weak to bear the weight and ſtrength of that Cenbire, which is 
mighty through God, 2 Cor. 10.4. it 1s to put new'wins into o/d- 
bottles, which Chriſt doth diſlike in Spiritual matters, Mart. g. 

2. Itſcemeth to be very mjurious ro them, to lay them open 
ro the higheſt Cenſure, and not to allow them proportionable pri- 


viledges. © 3. The 
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\ 3. The mainend of Excommunication, when it paſſethupon 
ſuch, is not like to be attained, which is, the deſtrattion of the 
fleſb, that the Spirit may be ſaved, 1 Cor.5.5. The Ordinance doth 
ſuppoſethe Subject of itto be fleſb and þirit ; they who are con- 
{idered as without qualifications to make them capable of Church- 
priviledges, as in this third Propoſition, cannot be iooked at agother 
then all fleſh. 

V. Inthe fourth Propoſition it is ſaid, Theſe adult perſons are 
not therefore to be admitted to full Communion, becauſe they are and 
continue Members, without ſuch further qualifications as the Word of 
God requireth theraunto. But whether the chiJdren of ſuch are to 
be baptized, or not, is notſaid ; and it is neceſſary that-it ſhould 
have been expreſſcd, that the ſenſe and meaning of the Synod 
might be rightly underſtood. 

I. To the fifth Propoſition many things may beſaid. 

I. This Propoſition may rationally be looked at, as holding 
forth the qualifications wanting to full Communion, mentioned 
in the fourth Propoſition : Andif fo, then it will follow,that ſuch 
as have theſe qualifications; have right to full Communion: if I 
miſs it, I would be thankful to him that ſhould ſhew me my miſ- 
take; if Iam right, and do rightly expreſs the ſenſe of tharPro- 
polition, it were expedient that the Synod ſhould plainly and 
fully expreſs their meaning therein, to the underſtanding of all. 

2. The qualifications are, Underſtanding the Do&rine of Faith, 
and profeſſing their Aſſent thereunto ; Not ſcandalous m life. 

I. There is more required in a Church-member, even in point 
of knowledge, then to underſtand the Dotrine of Faith, «nd aſſent 
therewr'o, - He ought, in a coinpetent meaſure , to wnderſtand 
Church-Order and D:ſcipline appointed by Chriſt, otherwiſe he can- 
not Coyenantin judgement, or oWn the Covenant ; neither doth 
he know how to behave himſelf m the Houſe of God, as a Member 
thereof. 

2. The Devil doth »9derſtand the Dotrine of Faith, and doth 
aſſent thereunto, Jam. 2.19. 

3. Not ſcandalous i life, is wholly Negative, and may be ſaid 
of irrational Animals. He onely that doth righteouſneſs , poll | 
tively, can be denominated righteoms, 1 Job. 3.7. 
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4- Beſides all theſe, there muſt be the work, and grace of Faith 
held forth, A&s8. 37,38. & 16. 31---34. before any medling 
with the Covenant, /ſa. 19.21. 

3. It is ſaid, And ſolemnly owning the Covenant, &c, The 
Scripture ſpeaketh of Entring into a Covenant, 2 Chron. 15.12. 
of Making a Covenant with the Lord, 2 Chron.29.10. and, Be- 


fore the Lord, 2 Chron. 34.31. of Taking hold of the Coyenant, 


Ifa.56 4. Now if their Owning the Covenant be theſame ; then, 
not onely their children are to be baptized, but themſelves ad- 
mitted to full Communion ; if ſhort, then it is a meer humane 
invention, not warranted by the Word. | 


4.” Upon ſuppoſition , that the qualifications expreſſed be 


' found inthern, it is ſaid, 7 her children are to be baptized, Bur 


I. The firſt and ſecond Propoſitions are againſt it. Thefirſt 
Propoſition doth limit Baptiſm to the «Ml embers of the viſible 
Church: Theſecond Propoſition doth explain who are meant by 
Members of the viſible Church according to Scripture; 1. Confede- 
rate viſible Believers in particular Churches, (1.) ſach as have-per- 
ſonally and immediately Confederated for themſelves, as the laſt 
clauſe ſheweth. And 2. Their Infant-ſeed, (i.) children m muno- 
rity, whoſe next Þ arents, one or both, are in Covenant. Now thele 
mentioned in thefifth Propoſition, to whom Baptiſm is allowed, 
are neither the onenor the other, Ergo, 

2. The grace of Faith is wanting, if there be no more then 
the qualifications before mentioned, and that is neceſlary to give 
their children right to Baptiſm, As 2.38,39. 

3. The children of ſich are not to be baptized, who themſelves do 
live under great offence viſibly, and do not re form, Exod. 20.5. 
But ſo do theſe Parents, in not taking hold of the Covenant per- 


ſonally and immediately, for themſelves. Ergo. 


[t may eaſily and abundantly be proved, that fuch as have been 
baptized in the Church, and have lived under precious means and 
great light, untill they are Married, and have children, and a!l this 
while have negle&ed the main thing that doth concernthem, which 
15 to Believe, and upon their Believing, perſonally, and for them- 
ſelves, to 2aks hold of the Covmant, are under very great fin and 
offence. But I willonely uſe one Argurnent, which is this ; 

2 Lea 
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N egleft of taking hold of the Covenant, or of entring into Covenant 
now eonder Chriſt and the Goſpel, is as groſs a neglett, as great a fin, as 
much difpleaſing to God, as was the negleft of Circumciſion, the ſign of 


the Covenant before Chriſt, Grounds of it are: 

1. Thething it ſelf is as weighty, that I (ay not, more. 

2. Asfully under command as that, 1 f0h.3.23. Rom.10.9,10. 

3. The neglect of it doth as neceſſarily and peremptorily in- 
fer Gods higheſt diſpleaſure, and everlaſting deſtruction, if con- 
rinued 1n, as that, fob. 3.35. Mark 16.16, Heb.2.3, n 

But that neglett was groſs, the {in great, and very di fpleafing toG od, 
Gen.17.14. Exod.q.24:--26, Ergo. 

4. If the children of ſuch are to be baptized ; if their chil- 
dren again thus baptized, live to have children, chemſclves not 
perſonally taking hold of rhe (ovenant, or not entring into Covenant, 
whart ſhall become of them? ſhall they be baptized, or not ? 

x. If not; it isneedful that it ſhould be declared, that all may 
know where to ſtop, and to underſtand, that this Priviledge is not 
to excced the 7 hird Generation. Again, if not, it is ſtrange that 
a childe ſhould be begotten or born of a Member, and yet it (elf 
be no Member ; or, if a Member, have no right to Baptiſm. 

2. If ſo; it may be demanded, By what right? or, Where is the 
ground of their right to Baptiſm * Not im the Grandfather, or Great- 
Grandfather ; that isgenerally difliked : and the ſecond Propoſi- 
tion doth limit it otherwiſe ; but in the immediate Parent, 1 (up- 
poſe. But, how ts the right of theſe childrens Baptiſm founded upon 
him? Not upon his perſonal Confederating - for it 1s ſuppoſed 
there is none ; Nor upon: bs owuiny the Covenant of his father ; 
for his father made no Covenant : he did onely own the Covenant 
of his Parents, and that gave the right of Baptiſm to his children, 
25 is held forth in the fifth Propoſition, It remaineth therefore, 
that this Parent of the third Generation doth own what his Parent 
of the ſecond Generation (he can go no higher) hath done , and 
what ts chat ? He entred not inzo Covenant, but onely owned the Co- 
venant that his father entred\ into, And thus thele laſt children, 
who are of the fourth G eneration, do COME to have right to Ba- 
pti {m, not by their Parents C onfederation, as the ſecond ſort men- 


tioned in the ſecond Propoſition ; nor by their Parents owning 
K 3 thery 


* 
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their fathers Covenant, as the third ſort ſpoken of 1n the fifth Pro» 
poſition ; but by theſe Parents (of the third Generation) owning their 
Parents (of the ſecond Gener ation) owning the Covenant of their fa- 
thers, of the firſt. "This ſcemeth to be an uncouth way, and very 


unpleaſant Divinity. 


VIT.” The ſixth Propoſition I look at 25 an Exception to the 
Afth ; otherwiſe it is croſs unto it, and againſt ir. To thisI ſay, 

r. If there be any weight in the, Argurnents uſcd under the 
fexth Conſideration, againſt the baptizing © children, to W hom the 
fifth Propoſition doth allow Baptiſm ; then they are likewiſe of 
force againſt the baptizing of children mentioned in this fixth 
Propoſition. 

2. I cannot but take notice of the ſeveral forts of Member. 
ſhip, all giving right toBaptiſm: Two in the ſecond RN, 
a Third in the fifth ; a Fourth in the fixth ; and if Memberſhip, 
without perſonal Confederation by the ſeed of Confederate viſible Be- 
lievers, doth not end inthe third Generation, then there is a Fifth, 
and a Sixth ſort of Memberſhip; and all theſe are differing one 
from the other, The two firſt are of God, and according to 
his Word, the reſt are nor, 

VIII. Thelaſt Propoſition ſeemethto open a very wide gate in 
the Church, wider then God doth allow, Iſa. 26. 2. for though ir 
requireth qualifications in. ſuch Members who claim right to Ba- 
ptiſm for their children in other Churches, by .virtue of Charch- 
communion, yet it is altogether ſilent of the qualifications of ſuch 
Churches themſelves, onely they muſt be 0rchodax ; that reſpe&s 
the Dottrine of Faith alone. T here is much more to be attended: 
A Church may be Orthodox in matters of Faith, yet Scandalows in 
Prafice: A whole Church may be @nder Scandal, as well asa par- 
ticular perſon; and in. that caſe another Church may witharaw 

from it, and have no communion either with it, or its Members. 
And this was, not long ſince, the Judgement and Practice of ſome 
of the chief Churches and Elders in the Bay, 

Again, a Church may believe the main Articles of Fauh, yet be 
ſo de feetive in Di cepline 4 yea,fo oppoſice to Chriſts Government, as tO 
lay aſide his Laws and Inſtitutions, and (et up the Inventions and 
Traditions of men : And likewil e may have ſuch a corrupt (onſti- 


tutions 


7 1] 
tution, both in regard of Matter, Open ſcandalows liverr ; andlike- 


wiſe of Form, No viſible expreſs Covenant according to the Rites of 


the Goſpel, that there can be no ſuch commumon-held and main- 
tained with ſuch a Church, or her Members holdingcomrunion 
with it, as isexpreſſed in this ſeventh Propcfition, without mani- 
feſt diſobedienceto the Word of God, in theſe, andmany other 
' Places, Rev. 18.4. 2 Cor.6.17, Eph.g.rr. 

If the Members of Orthodox Churches may, upon the terms 
expreſſed in the ſeventh Propoſition, Claim Baptiſm for their chil. 
dren in our Churches, by virtue of Church-communion, then them- 
ſelves have right to communicate with us in the Lords Supper; 
ind then what ſhould hinder but that we may, by virtue of 
Church-commumnon; occaſionally coming to any of theſe Ortho- 
dox Churches, have our children baprized in ſuch a Church, and 
our ſelves partake in the Supper of the Lord? Or, if we ſhould 
have occaſion to removeour Habitation to ſuch a place where fuch 
an Orthodox Church js, why may we not joyn unto it; and have 
fellowſhip withit? Andif we may ſo do, New-England Chri- 
ſtians are of all Chriſtians inthe world moſ? miſerable and fooliſh. 
We have ſuffered many things in vam, in leaving fuch a Countrey 
forthis; our Eſtates, Friends, Comforts there, to enjoy God, and 
Chriſt, and our Conſciences in the Congregational- Way, 1n a low 
afflicted condition inthe Wilderneſs, for ſo many years together ; 
and now we muſt loſe thoſe things which we have wrought, and 
may return to our former ſtate when we pleaſe: which the Lord 


preleryeus from, 


F JT 2 & 


T5: now in the Preſs a ſmal! Treatiſe, Entituled, 4 Diſcourſe of the La 
P 


Jrrdgement, on Marth. 25. 21. to the end, &C. By Mr. SAMUEL WHITING, 
ator of the Church of Chriſt at Lynne z which will ſhortly be extant. 


